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Page 01: GS 2 : International Relations

TR T TSt SaRIT 7 B URA &1 DT T Had IR GURI I J&! 7, Ffech 3B WD AP

BIEARCIERIRS S &rﬁﬁﬁmaﬁﬁaﬁ?uﬁﬁ&rﬁﬁﬁﬂ@%swm T BT AT & g8YH &, St

g%ngrw%q&nﬁaammqmwﬁrﬁ$uw?rw Qe B A Uoh & Hg IR e TSy
TS G ot

TR & ¥U § A1fd o34 & Yarl &1 J@ifed fear g1 siTa g% # ¥10 feferm st fawr @y 65

faferm Sfear) &) U @) ufddgdr 59 =P
@ 3R q¥ B B

ST 34 3R fazeroor
1. URd 91 anfde fRufa

o URd TaH H Urad! T gt srfogaw
g (@Y 4.19 Rfemm SR S,
STETHATE 2025 HTAF) |

o R G R (6-7%) & Y, URd &
3 a1 gh H STHHT 3R SUE I 3/
fhem &1 IEiE B

o STAHT el & Adr BT Y= MRl
TREUTATG o die Ui SIoRl oR AR
%N-I FRH B YR P YA BT Tbd adl

|

2. YRd-Sur 3nfde araad

o STIFT A% & 40 3R SieR, Uwa &
auf & 13 3RS SIeR|
o WUM YRd &I e 3TRITSHD Tidod

AT 8 (CISISTe! 3R Sl Fdefmn &

SR |
o U HgdNT &% 3fidl &F (Ugd 9§ @l
Told), 3d YHibeacy, JdifeH, gRa
WWW@TWW
do fawarid|

PM vows India will become
3rd largest economy, weeks
after Trumps ‘dead’ svae

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Against the backdrop of
trade-related uncertainties
with the United States,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday made a
strong case for investing in
India, declaring that the In-
dian economy will “very
soon” be the third largest
economy in the world.
Addressing the India-Ja-
pan Economic Forum in
Tokyo, Mr. Modi said that
most Japanese companies
find India attractive, ad-
ding that India is a “spring-
board” to access the Global
South. Welcoming the vis-
iting Indian Prime Minis-
ter, Japan announced a
private investment target
of ¥10 trillion for India over
the next decade.
“Japanese companies
have invested more than
$40 billion in India. In the
last two years alone, there
has been private invest-
ment of $13 billion. JBIC
(Japan Bank of Internation-
al Cooperation) says India
is the most ‘promising’
destination. JETRO (Japan
External Trade Organisa-
tion) says 80% of compa-
nies want to expand in In-
dia, and 75% are already
profitable,” the Prime Mi-
nister said. “Which means,
in India, capital does not
just grow, it multiplies.”
On July 31, Mr. Trump
had criticised India for its

Narendra Modi with Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba during
the India-Japan Economic Forum in Tokyo on Friday. PTI

high tariffs and cited its
purchases of Russian
crude as his main reason
for imposing the additional
penalty tariff. He said: “I
don’t care what India does
with Russia. They can take
their dead economies
down together.”

Joint Al initiative
After the India-Japan An-
nual Summit, Japanese
Prime Minister Shigeru Ish-
iba said the two countries
had discussed a “wide
range of areas, including
defence and the econo-
my”. They launched an In-
dia-Japan AI Initiative as
well as an Economic Secur-
ity Initiative to promote
supply chain resilience in
sectors like pharmaceuti-
cals, critical minerals, and
new and emerging
technologies.

The interaction also saw
the launch of the India-Ja-
pan Small and Medium En-

terprises Forum to streng-
then cooperation between
SMEs in both nations.

Financing green energy
Noting that India has en-
joyed “deep economic ties
with Japan”, Mr. Modi held
up their collaborations in
the auto sector as the mo-
del for the two countries to
“recreate the same magic
in batteries, robotics, semi-
conductors, shipbuilding,
[and] nuclear energy”.

The two countries an-
nounced 13 outcomes, in-
cluding several MoUs, such
as the agreement on a Joint
Credit Mechanism aimed
at financing green energy,
security cooperation, and
cooperation in mineral re-
sources. An action plan
was adopted to promote
the two-way exchange of
five lakh people between
India and Japan from India
to Japan over the next five
years.
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3. Y-Ioifa® dgu

o URA &I "Jd ITAR" R T &I ol eR® iR T dd AT B AR HARBT & Y
UFARIE TG BT IR FRA

o SITUH &1 MY fée-Uid e # URd &t FRURT &1 Aoigd &al g SR 39d e Sifgdl &1
fafaerdT e =1 g

0 YRA-SITU T3S Tgd 3R s GRam g b1 YHRY Mff SRad aeiaus iR de-ie Tdard
IR TS TGl BT ST - G o1 a1 TYT DI HH B & (o4 AGaqul g |

4. T | @ SR TaEws gEa

o Urd Iuf H Ul TG URIARI/BTH! BT SEH-UeH IRPIad 3R S Faieh i 181 Ham|
o Qﬂ\_ﬂg‘s‘;ﬁw BT YURY TTHA TR R 3HNe TganT & derdl g, Sl ISFIR 3R FdER & forg
, |

5. gi¥d Sell 3R FRRET

o?ﬁfﬂéﬁﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁqﬁw$%ﬁwwaaw$zo7oa$ﬁex—;ﬂﬁa&uaﬂwﬁ:r

FRATR

o TRATY 3R WS SHoll & S B fIRAWd URd & S [ $iR fRRar & g dge s H &
Hac R ghdl ol

HRA-SITUT Ad:

o I 3R 3P ARIERT (2006), fAAY TS 3R 3P ARERY (2014) |

o 3T TRHTY] YHINT (2016) — HRI ST & 1Y T THSAT B3 aTal THHAT IR-TUIE SR 7|
0 2011 H gEaeilRd samues 3nffes iRt grsiar @) — SR 3R 3% & ggmEar Sar gl

. 3 TaY:

o SITUM HRd H Uleal I §81 e (Sidemgamsdh |
o T TR feerdt-Aed eiefiie irRT (Surams), ges-sererEme -alie Ya|

« Y-I[eHITa® T

o T T8, S0, fEg-u=iia sifdfe e (3mstisuw), gdf Tim Rrar gwie, sniRam+6 &1 e g
o 3MYfet sRaa Temu SR Tl JRe&m & o fEg-vnia & o wgan|
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« YR &7 3 aeg:

o A H Uled! oy ST SIHaRIT (@ 4.2 fefera STer ST, SmeuHu® 2025) |
o ATHIE: 5 feferm STer @ srfarawrut (Rde Hias) 3R 2030 d& TR Iad 981 srfagawT|

e

o S P AR YR BT YIS FHd TP fAywiia dfys onfier S 5 oIk gfan 3t diedt g
G{WWMWW%WW@WmW%l BTl AR eRw HRaE
3R 3y effaan gfaal o+ g$ §, ST 1 <epTieres = ufdsd 4Rd o oy et Rigidr

H fayra &1 hd <t g1 M Fed gY, BRA Sotl, Y Y@a aaia- R 39d et aaf o

fgueha ugal &1 gurdt FHrafam 59 Areier) o g uRom o gean & forg wgaygu gl

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: STUH & 1Y HRA P gl MMAD IRt aaH die TR H AR 3R ATTHdT S I gRilat
g1 oy & ) ge 91 iR §91 B YRA DI 3M1ebie & e & YRA-Su i YganT & Hgd IR
Taf HISTI (250 Words)
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Page 02:Prelims News

Gfeoft ufgnf ac & S-S ard &3 § SIS Ul $ibIRRIRET & g I &1 uikiRfas ¢k
fImrIaTe! A8 81 Ugd 3U! Tad UgdH . fdfer & &0 8 &1 715 ft, Afee 3t oY g8 Sufufa ol
&1 TG g fafaedr R FRAR &g Tdemit & Ag@ & SR o g

Ice Age-era dragon fly rediscovered

Elusive species Crocothemis erythraea spotted in high-altitude regions of southern Western
Ghats; it has previously been overlooked owing to its resemblance to Crocothemis servilia

Sarath Babu George 2021 monograph on
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM Kerala’s odonata fauna,
but later removed from

subsequent checklists
following scepticism over

donatologists have
reconfirmed the
presence of the the species’ identification

The genus Crocothemis
in India includes two

and C. erythraea. While C.

known species — C. servilia

including the Himalayas.

According to Kalesh
Sadasivan, the lead author
of the present study

the Munnar high ranges
during an annual faunal
survey in 2018. These
records were cited in a

elusive dragonfly species by other researchers.
Crocothemis erythraea in This prompted multiple
the high-elevation regions field expeditions between
of the southern Western 2019 and 2023 in

Ghats. The species had high-altitude sites across
previously been __ ' the Western Ghats.
misidentified or Lost and found: Crocothemis erythraea. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT The study confirmed
overlooked in this region that the Western Ghats
due to its close servilia is common across published in the hosts both the species.
resemblance to the more lowland areas, C. International Journal of The researchers explain
widespread lowland erythraea is known from Odonatology, photographs | that C. erythraea colonised
species Crocothemis high-elevation habitats in of a potential C. erythraea southern India during the
servilia. parts of Europe and Asia, specimen were taken from | Pleistocene Ice Age, when

cooler climatic conditions
allowed temperate fauna
to extend their range
southward.

T WHER foig

1. T WIolt 715 YolTidr: HIb AR, Th gaH S-S ontd, fore uga 9. afdfern & gamar &
BRUT ST fobar T o1

2. TiaN: J-3dTs arel Uit °1e (AR, 9ra); GRIY, TR SR ATy ¥ fay TR iR ST Sl 6|

3. oA} fe@: wieRiF g & SR gl YRd & vawr far, 9a 381 Saarg 3 gaidror sial
DI GIE0T BT 3R IR H=A DT 3T &l
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4. 3FTHUM: B3 UM (2019-2023) & &1G YfY §S; STIARAN SHel 301t 3MSHCIa ol H YT |
5. i fafqudt &1 Aew@: I Rig a1 & & gt e # . widfern (H=reft yfffr 1 goirfaan) iR 4.
R (S=-3ams arelt yofaan) ST Tg o |
wfae ddy

o ISR 0T STH STAUTS 3R SHIATHATS AT § — HiS ofa uikfRufaes! & & Wy & Hgayuf
|

- afEft gre:

o %! fay tRIER ®d, Wi fafaear & 8 a8 T M § 9 T |
o B3 RIS TSI (U1, SUITR, HIC) BT AN |

o TRERM T Yade g (2.6 fiferm-11,700 a¥f gad); R &t uikfufadt 3 il & yamg SR
giferal o fafdsienur ol Fam S| .

o TREU HT TVHI: TGN a1 & LI & A 3R D I&-3dls ard uRfRUfAe® dFff Bt

&M B HaRGHdl bl IGifbd Bl gl
ey

o Uil g ¥ HHRPEARE B g @S T Faa qd @t arffexor dedt gfeat b gurdt g, afew
;%l%sﬁislu gRT 3THR U YTl o= & oI Th RO & =0 T 39 &7 Pt Yffhl o1 o gfp
|

UPSC Prelims Practice Question
TY: BT 1 H Uil U1 § U: Wiet T o AR & G99y # Fafefad o3 «R faar a3
1. I8 3SHICT 70T § Wi §, o SRS SR SHuehars MAd g |
2. I8 AR R Had GI&0r TR & Ferd gere! d 8t uran 9l 6|
3. SRt yRA H 39! IURUTS =i+ g & SRM Sfidl & Yo I gei 8
4. HIBIATHIRIATTAT ¥ GHFCT & HRUI Y Ugdl Terd g1 747 UT|

SR 3T T H1 § ¥ S A T8t 82

A. HId 1 3R 2 B.$dd 1,3 3R 4
C. Haq2 3R 3 D.1,2, 334
SR: (b)
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MTH Siiwgct uRue &1 965 T U, 33 TR-HSUT WMRIT I8l 3 UAIad 40% STt & P 3dral
gIN®R® aegsil (da1e, RARe, e SR faaRydr &1 aegsit @@ &R, Wiftraw garg am, ofe) iR sifafved
SUHR A B AR DI g1 T8 3D oid DI GR&fl & oY &, b 65 GRT TRAIad & JAadRum (12% 3R
28% TS DI 5% 3R 18% H faca) T Tul & Siwgc I H 15-20% BT HH! 31 Ipal g

Eight States propose imposing cess on

Nistula Hebbar

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

n the run-up to the
lGoods and Services

Tax (GST) Council
meeting on September 3
and 4, a group of eight
States have proposed a
cess to be levied on sin and
luxury goods over and
above the proposed 40%
GST rate, in a bid to protect
the States’ revenues.

Without such a cess, the
revenue losses from the
Centre’s proposed rate ra-
tionalisation, which they
estimated as at least 15%,
would “drastically” ham-
per their expenditure on
development, they
warned. The Centre has
proposed removing the
12% and 28% tax slabs and
moving the vast majority of
items in these slabs to 5%
and 18%, respectively. It
has also proposed a 40%
rate for a few sin and luxu-
ry items.

The Finance Ministers
of Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Ker-
ala, Punjab, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana, and West Ben-
gal met in New Delhi on
Friday and drafted a note,

oV -

Tax scanner: Sin goods include items like tobacco, cigarettes, and ghutka, while luxury items are
typically high-value cars and business class flight tickets. GETTY IMAGES

accessed by The Hindu, in
which they laid out their
concerns and proposals.
The note will be submitted
to the GST Council when it
meets.

“The revenue implica-
tions on States due to the
GST rate rationalisation
proposals made by the
Centre have been dis-
cussed in the meeting,” Te-
langana Deputy Chief Mi-
nister and Finance
Minister Mallu Bhatti Vik-
ramarka said, following the
meeting. “A consensus has
been reached by these
States to extend their in-
principle support to the
proposal of GST rate ra-

e

tionalisation.” However, he
added that “serious con-
cerns” were expressed in
the meeting about the loss-
es that States may incur,
which would adversely im-
pact their welfare
schemes.

“The first and foremost
concern is the severe im-
pact on State revenues,”
the note said. “States de-
pend heavily on GST as
their principal source of re-
venue whereas the Centre
has a far broader revenue
base with substantial in-
flows from direct taxes,
large dividends from pu-
blic institutions, custom &
excise duties, cesses and

surcharges.” The note ex-
plained that the Centre al-
so has a larger capacity to
raise borrowings which
can act as an effective
counter-cyclical measure
in times of revenue uncer-
tainty. It added that GST re-
venue makes up only 28%
of the Centre’s tax reve-
nue, but half of the States’
own tax revenues, under-
scoring their dependence
on this revenue stream.
The eight States which
drafted the note — all ruled
by non-BJP parties — said
they anticipate a revenue
reduction of between 15%
and 20% if the rationalisa-
tion of rates is carried out.

“Such a revenue shock
cannot be absorbed by the
States without drastically
reducing developmental
expenditure,” the note
said. “Therefore, any rate
rationalisation will have to
be accompanied with
adequate safeguards to
protect the fiscal stability
of the States.”

The States argued for an
“additional levy” that
could be imposed on sin
and luxury goods, over
and above the 40% rate
proposed by the Centre.

“The proceeds of this le-
vy should be fully distribut-
ed among the States as a
necessary measure to safe-
guard States’ revenues, dis-
courage the use of sin
goods, and promote public
health,” they said.

Sin goods include items
like tobacco, cigarettes,
and ghutka, while luxury
items are typically high-va-
lue cars and other high-
end services such as busi-
ness class and first class
flight tickets.

Revenue protection

The note added that the
States should be compen-
sated on the assumption of
a 14% annual growth in

sin, luxury goods above 40% GST rate

States ruled by non-BJP parties to submit note to GST Council; they warn that rate rationalisation proposal will reduce revenues of States by 15% to
20% and seek guaranteed compensation for 5 years; this duration is needed to provide stability required for medium-term fiscal planning, they say

their GST revenues.

If the additional levy
fails to ensure this growth,
then the Centre should
“raise  loans  secured
against the future receipts
of the additional levy” to
compensate the States,
they said.

This was the procedure
followed in the aftermath
of the COVID-19 pandemic
when the GST compensa-
tion cess collections fell
short of the States’ com-
pensation needs.

“Revenue  protection
must be guaranteed for a
minimum of five years,”
the note said. “This dura-
tion is necessary to provide
States with the stability re-
quired for medium-term
fiscal planning. Beyond
this period, the arrange-
ment may be reviewed pe-
riodically in line with GST
growth and buoyancy.”

Such a mechanism
would be similar to the
GST compensation cess
mechanism implemented
at the start of the GST re-
gime in 2017, which gua-
ranteed the States com-
pensation for any revenue
loss that arose from the im-
plementation of GST, for a
period of five years.

T4 §RT I3TT T Y e,

1. Irorg fARar

o SITTCT I o 3T B ISR | ATHIT 50% BT ANTEH <dl §, SIdich g & T, STt IHD H
JoIRd TR BT Had TTHT 28% ¢
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o I & U dohfetds ATHHRI B Ald] BT SHT § (h% B TN HIURE B, DR, THHT Yo, IS
e, AR, SR ) |

2. AP I fRRAr & fRiae

o HTITRERT IoTea YR&M IUTT o fo T, Iodl B! fah 3R HAH R & | FHeld HI SR gl
o 3 gd SiTewet &ffagfd 3afdr (2017-2022) & THM, 5-T8 TREIG &fagfd sfafd amed g

3. YRdTfad JHIY

o UMY 3R faayd & axgai IR 40% ¥ i Sifaled Iuax T

o 3T T TRE Y Al B! ST — TGRS IUHIT B! gAlIed BT 3R Iod Tt

oi;r'%qaﬂﬁﬁ IEdl 8, dl g B HIA® P IuBI TUT (G COVID-19 P RM) &b fa5g IUR &
|

Rfae ddy
- ST HI=:
0 2017 (10191 Ty TMem) & T |
o SITHC] URYE (3G 279A) = H& (1/3 Td) + T (2/3 Ha) |
ogﬁ{ﬁa{fﬁﬁmzowﬁ 5 G (S 2022 TP) & oY 14% AT JoRa gfa TREU1 HT aral fowa
- SUP YUITeA:
o URY T, Il & IoRG U1 P HRUTS & ol UTg 3R faanfyar &t axgait o affagfd Sue avmar man
o:ln‘clfnﬁﬁﬁ 3ffard = U § I IuaR Hisd HT UM &
- ISP HYATG:
0 I AR ST H g & T & RIATH ab od 5, FTDb 3761+ U HRIUT o] BT AN HR
og%;n'-lma?aﬁmlﬁs?ﬁaﬁﬁmﬁé@ ft, STq T B! &ffagfd Bt B B W HA F e IR
GEIREIRI
faretwor
« XTS41 & YKATd & IT:

o STl P TR YT TR 3R o RRAT &1 87T HaT B
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o TFIRAE BRI — U a3l & IYHNT ! galced Bl § (Aasi-dh W Aed & &) |
o IYR & [y dhg R F1Rar 8 sxar g

« feamg:

0 I JUGR TeIF, TTE, TFR] PRI B dXR)/BITEIGR] Bl FGTdT & Hobell 6|
o Tt aegall/AaTeh & Hurewii ) Serd 2 Hdl |
o SITHCT B WA TR FaTel I3 & — Hs JUDR "Teh Y, Th X" & [FaR &1 fated d &

e

o UMY 3R fIaRar &1 axgsff )R U IuSHR B A7, LA & dgd DHa-Iod Joid g Jaef & a1d Bl
R 1 R 1 GFRTEHT S BT I =T TRTADRUI &, A1 ATl DT YT Gafrael & 8T ITep st
ITRRAT BT T 81 U Tdferd ePPI—adhaiTd o=i & gfial IudR 3R Th JHUag J3A1a9 & ard &
Y R —oiTac! & SRSl B -8 IWd gU ISl o ASTHISIT TR DI & HR Tohal ¢ |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: STt & e | "UTy aequ” e o1 AMH=Aq: Y &:

A. d T4 ST I AT 31 § qfdT SUHTaRT Al &4 §

B. d GQ ol SITHd! ¥ Had & alfoh TG Yodb AR Hall &

C. 3 IU THT IUHRT TTHIRTS 0 ¥ aiS-1d & 3R 3TN 39 IR I & I B T Sl §
D. 3 T S Sfrafad & SR R IR Ao Peob 3R Shegd S am 8 §

IWR: (b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

TH: ST gRT UMY 3R fAaTRyar o1 a¥g sl R Ush AU JUSR o1 Hif YR & SITHCT old T SR a1 ol IR
B g1 ASTH NG Tuarg & e H 3ieemTeed f[aRayu SIf Y| (150 Words)

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS [ ,@A ] \ rﬁ;T.TUTE]

UMIYA | \NJ i services

ORI Td TNt Haer & a8 d 2011 W = (U T S Wepfast T & sriiseR wRicy &1 33=9 Siiae

fae & SRISATR Al a®! ! 96l YU 3EH 3R Id UaH &R 30! eradl B ¢ | BT 8l H,
HrE 2024 H TgAA 75 Afed Muebdl did 7EM a1g H R fIaR0 $1 $aeR #R @ €, O gomedia
3fermdret 1 deR i s¢ Wi g
JUER | U9 g&;:
1. A o 2= o 3

o T A aFTD! Bl Wipidl U a1 (Y 7T el g, For ST aRaIeHN ¥ 68 &

o P AR 7 o R (IWRPT URe-glaete Agd) vis R § wife a8 o1 TR
gfegierTet § fAfY o 1 R Ad et ]

2. URTNA® 3STH:
o T & A = MY faaror Aifc & Sgema (e 2024) B &R HT SR IR 5|
o SIATE Y AR $I HH 7 A B1 3R a7 g B
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« PR TISHETE:
o faT Td UreNfiest faumT GRT fohvun (diwor o Areqd ¥ SEu™ Iafd & T4 & URfiaR) |
o A AMMH TS (WOS-A, B, C) |
o fa3 & wfgensil ®! 9grar ¢4 & flY SERB-POWER TiSHT|
frep:
. TRIHR & AU YR IR a3 § X1 91 IR # T8 IR gHlad) & GRIdT g1 STl
YRA U AP THYM Ud fabrg $g a7 BT SAThieT [GdT 8, d8] AIhRTE! BT Fodl Higarsi oI
aYTe BRI T9H TV galdIed B Bl ST 33T W & | Afgdr aqd! & Wﬁ%&n 3R

YRA & JaER TIRFRUMAST 07 &) Tolgd B4 & ol 99 W 849 3Hded, RS TR
HiforTd Searg 3aRa g |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question
U%: URd H fag o wfgernsi & da o, Fofafad o faar o3
1. YR & eymarsll T Afganst & 9= 20% 4 Ht $H |
2. farR0T TISHT 3R SERB-POWER, 3T 3R fasry & Afgansfl &l 911 g1 &1 ugd & |
3. TRIBIR HHH g SR Wit AU gRT Srifad forar ST ]|
Fofied § § o1 91/ By I8 8/8?
(a) Had 1 3R 2
(b) Had 2 3R 3
(c) Had 1 3R 3
(d) 1,2 3R 3

31X a)
UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: YR BT A& dfYh S Ud fabr dbg 41 g, bR 1t Ta=ImTd Ium Afgd a1 &l gdidied
mﬁ%ﬁwﬁw@waﬁﬁmwﬁm&haﬁwmﬂwwmmﬁwmaﬁvgm
& IUT GATSUI (150 Words)
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B TS TTHIT 70 TR HIRATT BT JEE, NEET, CUET 3iR CLAT Sidlt Uawr utenaft & =nfid gid & 1| Sifira diet
3R HRY ufauyf & SR, wwﬁﬁﬁ@s@%wmﬁmﬁm%eﬁ?w&wﬁm
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Detoxifying India’s entrance examination system

compete for undergraduate seats

appearing for entrance examinations such
as the Joint Entrance Examination (JEE), National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET), Common
University Entrance Test (CUET), and Common
Law Admission Test (CLAT). With a fixed number
of seats, the competition is intense, fuelling a
coaching industry and a culture of relentless
pressure. Recent controversies such as branch
closures and financial misconduct at a major JEE
coaching centre, an Enforcement Directorate raid
and student suicides highlight a broken system. It
is time to rethink undergraduate admissions,
prioritising fairness, equity and student
well-being.

E very year, nearly 70 lakh students in India

The coaching crisis and its toll

The scale of aspirants — 15 lakh for the JEE alone
— has created a coaching empire, with centres
charging a fee of %6 lakh-X7 lakh for two-year
programmes, Students as young as 14 years
sacrifice holistic development for a gruelling
routine of solving complex problems from books
such as Irodov and Krotov, which go far beyond
B.Tech requirements. This rat race breeds stress,
depression and alienation, robbing teens of peer
bonding and a normal adolescence. With some
students unable to handle the pressure, some
governments have enacted laws to regulate
coaching centres. Yet, the root issue lies in an
entrance examination system that overqualifies
students and distorts merit.

Entrance examinations aim to filter 15 lakh
aspirants for 18,000-plus seats in the Indian
Institutes of Technology (IIT), but making a
distinction between students scoring 91% or 97%
in the Class 12 examination, or 99.9 percentile in
JEE, is unreasonable. A decent Class 12 score, say,
70%-80% in physics, chemistry and mathematics,
is sufficient for a B.Tech programme. The current
system demands extraordinary performance due
to the limited seats, vast applicant numbers, and
disparities in college academic quality, creating a
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false hierarchy with an overemphasis on minor
score differences. This sidelines capable students,
favours those who can afford coaching, and
exacerbates urban-rural, gender, and regional
imbalances.

The consequences are severe. Psychologically,
students face immense pressure. Socially, the
system privileges wealthier families who can
afford top-tier coaching, creating an illusory
meritocracy. As Harvard philosopher Michael
Sandel argues, this fuels a toxic obsession with
perceived individual superiority, ignoring the role
of luck and privilege. Sandel even suggests
lotteries for admissions at elite institutions such
as Stanford and Harvard to address these flaws.

The Dutch lottery and beyond

India can draw inspiration from global models.
The Netherlands uses a weighted lottery for
medical school admissions, introduced in 1972
and reinstated in 2023. Applicants meeting a
minimum academic threshold enter a lottery,
with higher grades improving odds. This reduces
bias, promotes diversity, and eases pressure,
recognising that overly precise metrics are often
irrelevant, unfair and costly. Outcomes show that
lotteries are viable when capacity is limited,
aligning with Sandel’s critique of meritocratic
excess.

In China, the 2021 “double reduction” policy
banned for-profit tutoring for school subjects,
nationalising coaching overnight to reduce
financial burdens, address inequalities and
protect student well-being. This tackled issues
that India faces — unchecked, excessive and
disorderly growth of coaching centres and their
impact on youth.

The solution lies in simplifying admissions,
trusting the school system and shielding students
from an excessive number of examinations. The
Class 12 board examinations, with their rigorous
curriculum, are adequate to gauge B.Tech
readiness. Instead of entrance examinations, a
threshold, say, 80% in physics, chemistry and

mathematics, can be set for eligibility. Students
meeting this could be grouped into categories
(90% and above, 80%-90%) and allocated seats or
arank number through a weighted lottery,
incorporating reservations for gender, region and
rural backgrounds within existing reservation
policy, similar to the Dutch model. Higher grades
could improve odds, but all eligible students
‘would have a fair chance, eliminating cut-throat
competition.

To enhance equity, 50% of IIT seats could be
reserved vertically for rural students educated in
government schools, promoting social mobility
and reducing structural inequality. If entrance
examinations persist, coaching should be banned
or nationalised, with free online study materials
and lectures. To foster diversity, the [ITs could
introduce an annual student exchange
programme, randomly selecting students to study
across different IIT campuses over four years.
‘This would promote national integration and
exposure to diverse cultures. Incentivising the
transfer of professors between IITs could also
ensure uniform academic standards, dismantling
artificial hierarchies and reinforcing the equal
value of a B.Tech from any IIT.

The path forward
Scrapping undergraduate entrance examinations
for a lottery-based system would free students
from the coaching treadmill, allowing them to
attend school, take part in sports and grow
holistically. It would reduce financial barriers,
giving every qualified student, regardless of
wealth or privilege, a shot at top institutions.
Most importantly, it would let youth be youth,
and not machines chasing percentiles and
becoming too serious at too tender an age.
India’s education system faces a choice:
continue a toxic race that scars students and
society or embrace fairness, sanity, egalitarianism
and equal opportunity. The path is clear.

The views expressed are personal
—

FAHT HTRIT § G Ye;:
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3. A givgar ik Wiftra e

o TS Ttemafi H 91% 97 97% I Wgs | 99.8 §H 99.9 UfARIA & &g & 3R &I F¢I-dgh U
RG]

o TITHIT 18,000 3MTS3MTs T Tiel & T 15 TR IicaR ufaegyl d & — TS G|
4. fifarra faweans
o TAR TRerTa3f wR 3afiies SR Hefm 12 & dis uiernaf &l HHeIR B gl
o TafaHa & 31H4Ta 7 3/eaafRyd HIfRT foaR &1 ggrar i
Af¥e wisd 3R faweu:
. Hecs: Afswd yaw # Wilkd dfed); 3= IS ¥ UG S8R gldt & dfe- gt amg 3! &) 3faa
AR fired g
o I (2021); "Saq NeaRM Tiferdl" 7 Tad 3R SR BT HH HA & T AYBR! Td - W
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fafaerar gRem Iury =nfde 1|

. SHMA B! UTeq & A JHi0/ARSR! T@d & ST & Y 50% SMR3MTect Wi MR

. e glemd S Wl §, df gHEG GRET S & fw S @1 aggeRu fear e e A
{8 gy fovar ST iU

. %;_Irjchl-l DI S 3R YHAM AFD! B! AT B & forg wft srgamsct & fafg srisdl & Sgma
|
e

. HRA B! IIHM T U YUIelt TG, SR 3R 3Ra®y ufawuyf & ggrar it 8, S ufqur ot
IOTg & ) UTAfiemdr et g1 Alesl-SMeid Taw Aisd, Avied o Rre 3R IrATTes THdT GRaf
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UPSC Mains Practice Question

USY: HRd DI YA TRI&T YUTTelt SAHMAT bl BRI Gt
TRI&UT B2 (150 words)

Y 18T B HHIR Bl 51" MARIHD
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In an unstable world, energy sovereignty is the new oil

ndia imports over 85% of its crude oil and

more than 50% of its natural gas. This is

not just an economic figure. It belongs in

our national risk register. As conflict zones
multiply, sea lanes narrow and supply chains
fragment, every imported barrel becomes a
liability.

In this landscape, Russian oil has become
India’s biggest swing factor. Since 2022, Russia
has emerged as the country’s single largest
supplier, accounting for roughly 35%-40% of total
crude imports in 2024-25 — up from barely 2%
before the Ukraine war. While discounted barrels
have offered temporary relief to the import bill,
the heavy concentration also underscores the
vulnerability of relying too much on one
geopolitical partner. Diversification, not
substitution, is the real currency of sovereignty.

In FY2023-24, India’s merchandise imports
stood at $677 billion. Of this, crude oil and
natural gas alone accounted for nearly $170
billion, or over 25% of the total import bill. This
outflow of foreign exchange pressures the rupee,
inflates the trade deficit, and compromises
macroeconomic stability.

In June 2025, the world narrowly avoided a
full-blown regional conflict following tensions
between Israel and Iran. Had that flashpoint
ignited, over 20 million barrels a day of global oil
flows would have been threatened. Brent crude
prices, already sensitive, could have breached the
$103 a barrel mark within days. The war did not
begin, but the world came close enough to
remember just how fragile its energy lifelines are.

Flashpoints that changed the world
Global energy security has been reshaped by
unforeseen shocks. There are five defining
moments.

First, the 1973 oil embargo. The Arab oil
embargo against the United States and allied
nations caused crude prices to quadruple, and
exposed the West’s overdependence on the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries. But it catalysed the creation of
strategic petroleum reserves, efficiency
mandates, and diversified sourcing strategies.

Second, the 2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster. A
tsunami-induced nuclear meltdown in Japan
triggered a global crisis of confidence in nuclear
power. However, with emissions rising due to
increased coal and gas use, nuclear energy is
again regaining favour.

Third, the 2021 Texas Freeze. Extreme cold
froze gas pipelines and disabled wind turbines in
energy-rich Texas. The event underscored the
limits of systems built for cost efficiency rather
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than resilience and the importance of diversified
and weather-hardened infrastructure.

Fourth, the 2022 Russia-Ukraine war. Europe’s
reliance on Russia for over 40% of its gas ended
abruptly when Russia weaponised energy. The
continent faced record liquefied natural gas
prices and a coal revival. It was a stark lesson: no
energy strategy is sovereign if it is single-sourced.

Fifth, the 2025 Iberian Peninsula Blackout.
Spain and Portugal suffered a grid collapse due to
over-reliance on intermittent renewables without
sufficient dispatchable backup. The lack of inertia
in the grid exposed the risks of phasing out
conventional capacity too rapidly. These events
remind us that every major pivot in global energy
thinking has followed a breakdown. What we face
now is the opportunity to pivot by foresight
rather than by force — and the Israel-Iran
ceasefire is that opportunity.

Despite the rhetoric of global energy
transition, the real picture is sobering. Fossil fuels
still meet over 80% of global primary energy
demand. More than 90% of transportation runs
on hydrocarbons. Solar and wind, though scaling
fast, are still under 10% of the global energy mix.
Exploration investments in oil and gas have fallen
sharply even as demand remains high. The result
is a structurally tight supply that is vulnerable to
even minor shocks.

Energy realism must guide the transition
Energy realism does not reject transition. It
enables it. It means understanding that
transitions are pathways, not switches. The
lesson from all these flashpoints is clear. Energy
security is no longer a climate policy discussion.
It is a survival strategy.

India must now decisively move toward an
energy sovereignty doctrine that is anchored in
domestic capacity, diversified technology, and
resilient systems. It has five foundational pillars.

First, coal gasification and unlocking
indigenous energy. India has over 150 billion
tonnes of coal reserves. For decades, high ash
content made them unattractive. But with
technological advances in gasification and carbon
capture, this domestic resource must be
leveraged to produce syngas, methanol,
hydrogen and fertilizers. We must overcome the
ash barrier with innovation.

Second, biofuels or where rural empowerment
meets national security. The ethanol blending
programme has already reduced crude imports
and transferred over ¥92,000 crore to farmers. It
has also delivered substantial savings in foreign
exchange savings. With E20 on the horizon,
annual income to the rural economy may grow

further. Through the Sustainable Alternative
Towards Affordable Transportation (SATAT)
scheme, hundreds of compressed biogas (CBG)
plants are generating clean fuel and producing
bio-manure rich in 20%-25% organic carbon. This
can restore North India’s degraded soils, where
organic carbon has fallen to 0.5%, versus a
healthy level of 2.5%. Improving soil health also
enhances water and fertilizer retention, reducing
runoff and pollution.

Third, nuclear or a zero-carbon baseload for a
dispatchable future. India’s nuclear footprint has
remained stagnant at 8.8 GW for too long. We
must revive the thorium road map, secure
uranium partnerships and localise Small Modular
Reactor technologies. In a grid dominated by
renewables, nuclear provides the dispatchable
backbone.

Fourth, green hydrogen, or ‘own the tech,
secure the chain’. India’s target of five million
metric tonnes a year by 2030 must be matched
by localised electrolyser manufacturing, catalyst
development and storage systems. The goal is not
just green hydrogen. It is sovereign hydrogen.

Fifth, pumped hydro storage or the inertia
backbone. Pumped hydro is durable, proven, and
essential for grid balancing. It complements
renewable energy and provides the inertia
missing in wind and solar-heavy systems. India
must use its topography to create the storage
infrastructure of the future. Until a few years ago,
India sourced over 60% of its crude oil from West
Asia. That figure is now below 45%, as per S&P
Global Commodities at Sea. This is not a
short-term workaround but reflects a deliberate
long-term shift in India’s sourcing strategy.

The age of sovereignty

The Israel-Iran ceasefire offers India a rare chance
to act without the scars. India must lead with
energy realism — not as a fallback but as the
foundation of resilience and sovereignty. It has
diversified its sources, reduced dependence on
Hormuz, and buffered better than ever. Now is
the time to deepen that shift as the next crisis
may not give it the courtesy of a warning.

The 21st century will not be defined by new oil
discoveries. It will be defined by nations that can
secure, store, and sustain their energy without
fear or favour. India’s strategy must blend
ambition with realism. The five pillars — coal
gasification, biofuels, nuclear, green hydrogen
and pumped hydro — are not secondary to the
energy transition. They are its sovereign spine.
Tomorrow’s most precious resource is not oil. It
is uninterrupted, affordable, and indigenous

energy. This is the time to build it.
__
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