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UPSC CSE & forT ¢ feg IR U9 & Heaqul JuER a4 iR
HuTga g

HITAAR, 30 fadER, 2025

U 01 fafutor sir yeitra axgast &t gf@ o
. . TR H g3l gfg ax 25 A &
W.HTGIWIII.W =1 TR 6.7 AT TR T
Ul 06 SIEdt A 79,000 HRIS FUY P I&T
UTSUshH: ATHIR 39 11 : fagm= ik Tl P A @
dBp-Td / RIS e
UST 08 HiSd 3MTIRUT: HIRd ! U3ITS JHTLAT
I% Ugd § GUR H1 A1y, 3R 3
UTSUHH: T g-11 : XTI /
T PHITA DI A I ATRY
UST 08 YRd & 3T fae9 =T & fore =g
UTSUHH: JTAT HT-11 : R i
SIS / URTYS gdted
el 11 HRA-geilol s Jadd ATIR THSET
A T 32
UTSUhH : THT AII--ii & iii :
SiRiga Ay SR Wl srferaw
UST 08 : HUTCH 1Y fazayur THARBT ddTd &b JH Ul Bl
UTSUHH: ATHT T-1 : R AT X
TS 3R ARG e,
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YR & AN IdTe GaHID (1IP) 7 TdaR 2025 H 6.7% B1 25 HgH &1 3= gfa aof 31, orad HRUT
fafmior (8%) 3R GSiTd T (10.4%) H ASTad fawdR g3l T8 3a¢ar H 0.5% &1 AR1ae ¥ dol gderd &l
GRITAT &, ST SHH SRR 3R AERT dhaiex WHIA! & HRUT g1d & AUl & d1G SRS Td J TTeGR
H1Hdhd odl g

Manufacturing, capital goods lead IIP
growth to 25-month high of 6.7% in Nov.

The infrastructure and

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) growth
reached a 25-month high
of 6.7% in November, dri-
ven by broad-based gains
led by manufacturing and
capital goods sectors, data
released by the Union Sta-
tistics and Programme Im-
plementation Ministry on
Monday showed.

Within the IIP, the ma-
nufacturing output growth
accelerated to a 25-month
high of 8%. This was on a
relatively high base of 5%
in November 2024. “While
the  year-on-year IIP
growth surged to a 25-
month high of 6.7% in No-
vember 2025 from 0.5% in
October 2025, this upsw-

A sharp spike :

12 Growth in industrial activity surged w
to 6.7% in November 2025. This is the w8
highest in the past 25 months. €
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ing largely reflects the shift
in the festive calendar, res-
tocking after the festive
season sales, as well as
some normalisation in ac-
tivity across mining and
electricity segments fol-
lowing the excess unseaso-
nal rains in the previous
month,” Aditi Nayar, chief

TS F3 3R & we=i=

faerT 99 & wu # fafmfor
fafaior gfg 8% T® 9G T8, S TdeR 2024 T 5% o UETHd I YR & SIdq[G ol au & Jad

3fF B

economist, ICRA Ltd., said.

Ms. Nayar said that des-
pite the demand boost fol-
lowing GST rate rationali-
sation in September, IIP
growth averaged 3.6% dur-
ing the October-November
period, lower than the
4.3% expansion seen in the
July-September  quarter.

construction sectors grew
at 12.1% in November, the
fastest since October 2023.

Buoyed by strong per-
formances in manufactur-
ing and construction sec-
tors, the capital goods
sector recorded an 1I-
month-high growth of
10.4% in November.

Mining output growth
accelerated to a three-
month high of 5.4% in No-
vember. The electricity
sector was the only one to
contract, declining by 1.5%
in November, down from a
growth of 4.4% in Novem-
ber last year.

Consumer durables and
consumer non-durables
sectors rebounded in No-
vember, growing 10.3%
and 7.3%, respectively.

o« % 7 Had Udh YR YT BT GG odl §, Sieh IdIG Ty § T arRafds YUR &1 g3d
AT E, O Id & §IE B! SREMhT 3R ATl Yaanat & fR[HI0 T Teradl U 3l ¢ |

Yot aRgU: F1a%1 o 31 dade
o USINTd TGS BT IATGT 10.4% (11 HEIH BT IHTH) §TI
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o T8 STt SR Ad-e A% &1 T UgW Yhd® 5, o Sgck AEuIs Gy, g aid &
a1 ¢ 3R I &HdT FHAT0T BT Tobd <l § - Sl Head 3afd & fasr & g Agayf §1

g ard g ok fRwfor & serar

o Tt g iR AT axgaf # 12.1% &1 gfa 83, S SageR 2023 & 91¢ J I ool 7
o I% ORIV U I TSH!, XeTd, AN 3R et g o & AR IRBRT YoliiTd g & g=1idl o

G 3R faeTefl: SreT- 3T v

o JAT AT H 5.4 U= &1 3G 8, S dIF Ao &1 3 &R &, Sl ArH St au™l & i
AT 1 1 G ST B

o faSTEl 1.5 Ufa=Td &t B TS B, S SITH | agel 3R THifad gerar any a1 &=-fafr srensii
CARSE G i

SYHIFT J (TFGER

o HOYR SRR (10.3%) 3R -SRI (7.3%) 7 RS fan, S S8R fadarei siR siaxas
TUd BT 3R SIRT Il 5.
o S AT T A W BT ) Rideh H ST gU I8 Teayul 2

Siaf-ifed grgav
BRI Faie UHT: BRI &b RIMIAIU & HRUT TdeR H AT 9¢ T3 |
RIRCIHTT ach: Id & TG S-dc! YA A A0 Idre &1 gad= faea|

o I 34T & <R g (RideR): 7 & 9fg 81 W, gelifes 391 UHTa Ay fexars aar g
o TIYH HTAGRL Sager H 1S TR & RO HGUH & dlg T 3R fooieht 31 8l T |

Hgayul Yedich
o 31t TP AU SMUR R FARR g 781 83 §: TR B! I & FTavg, SagaR-TdeR & foIg S d
33Ul gf 3.6% off, S gust fomel (e -RideR) H 4.3% ¥ HH ff. 399 udT gadn | for Repast
3R SR Ui g, 3eft I Holgd 181 g5 &
o O 99 IUUIT TqaH: Aorgd GoiiTd axgsil &1 UeRiF IesH® 8, dfd AR shenfiis
T & for fewhTas Wud TAvaR &1 STa<gdhdl 8kl §, WRIHR JTHoT &t H|

o TC S P FU T foolcl o faorcl Sare- H TR HHSIN] S ATO-1adl & S1fdd &
ol © IS | 3mgfef &Y ) | A gt B

TP ATIS AP vl & A1y Ay

o SMAMR HRA 3R A& 2 gfear: fafaio TregR dd@ree sienfiie ifa dedf & srgEu gl
o U & Aqd drcll [ o Fon fawr & Ardefe Fow &1 e R ISR & oIk &I g8
FRAT g
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o AR &dr: fafmior SiR i faer ISR gom &1 Iued= o a1 §, St wHast fas &
foQ Heagul 3

o TERPIA-OHN AUR-se: 3Mgfd arersit & fomT S faaR anTd-4awT GaRwid & Teid
B3 § Hag B IoHdl g

e

TR 2025 1IP STT HRd &1 e fafafy & ue awig g &1 Tavd oo 3, forad fafmfor $ik defvma
T T AOgd SR Y& $Rd §. Jd(h gSarg- & 3IHd YR THIE 3R I0d § A&fId FRS! B
GRITCT &, AoTad YoiTd ITHM SR §-aTd! oid @1 gig a1 9 & Hitd TToGR B 3R S]RT Bt |
Hiferrd w99 & gam & fag sra=ad ghm|

UPSC YRR T&T 3T Uy

UY: HRd | Sfenfiie S ga&i® (1IP) & deH #, Fufafad #uy= wR faar s

1. TS 3MSUT H Goira avgafl Bt gfg BT AR WR eyt & Foh fa=1 & S & o U Uit AT
ST & |

2. fooTelt ST H Hgpad &1 dread I8 S Sdied § igdad 9 g
3. MRS & o9 U &= § fafaTor &1 aoi e 81 /1

ST HYl § A DI-91/9 Lt 3/8?

(a) ad 1 3R 3

(b) had 1

(c) Had 2 3R 3

(d)1,2 3R 3

3TX: (a)

UY: Geichd B fob BRI T HR GST FfRTHRUI S SeTahlicich R Heb 3 Siedl 3R AR YR

oY Ao s Hifa Iexal & Ty B JIddid HRd o
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UST 06 : FTHT YA 111 ; faF iR dbiep / URTHS Ut

& HA oY g B Sregerdr § & SHfITgr uiug (STedT) 3 AT, AT 3R a1y o1 & o 79,000 RIS
ST & &1 Goft 3ifITgur & 1T Siawadhar & Wiefd @T) & Aol §f 81 T8 3gHIeT HRd & IHA
TR & AR, Yarsfl & aid Fgaaal IR SR & 3R STAMHR YR & d8d T TR &7 i SuR
& fAHT0r & Tud I5%g & Yoo # Aeayul g
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DAC gives its nod for defence
purchases worth ¥79,000 cr.

Committee accorded approval for the Army’s proposal for radars and guided rocket ammunition,
Navy’s request for tugs and high frequency radio, and Air Force’s proposal for missiles, simulators

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Defence Acquisi-
T tion Council (DAC),

chaired by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, on
Monday accorded Accep-
tance of Necessity (AoN)
for capital acquisition pro-
posals amounting to about
79,000 crore from the Ar-
my, Navy, and Air Force.

According to the Minis-
try of Defence, the DAC ap-
proved the procurement of
Loiter Munition Systems
for Artillery Regiments,
Low Level Light Weight Ra-
dars, Long Range Guided
Rocket Ammunition for the
Pinaka Multiple Launch
Rocket System (MRLS), and
Integrated Drone Detection
and Interdiction System
(IDD&IS) Mk-II for the In-
dian Army.

The Loiter Munition Sys-
tems will enable precision
strikes against tactical tar-
gets, while the Low Level
Light Weight Radars will
enhance detection and
tracking of small, low-flying
unmanned aerial systems.
The Long Range Guided
Rockets will significantly
improve the range and ac-
curacy of the Pinaka MRLS,
enabling effective engage-
ment of high-value targets.

Joint synergy: The 379,000-crore package is aimed at boosting the
operational capabilities of the three Services. FILE PHOTO

The IDD&IS Mk-II, with en-
hanced range, will streng-
then the protection of vital
assets in tactical battle
areas and the hinterland,
the Defence Ministry said.

For the Indian Navy, the
AoN was accorded for the
procurement of Bollard
Pull (BP) Tugs, High Fre-
quency Software Defined
Radio (HF SDR) Manpack
systems, and the leasing of
High Altitude Long Endu-
rance (HALE) Remotely Pi-
loted Aircraft Systems
(RPAS).

The BP Tugs will assist
naval ships and subma-
rines during berthing, un-
berthing and manoeuvring
in confined harbour wa-

ters. The HF SDR Manpack
will enhance long-range se-
cure communications dur-
ing boarding and landing
operations, while the
HALE RPAS will provide
persistent intelligence, sur-
veillance and reconnais-
sance, and strengthen mar-
itime domain awareness
across the Indian Ocean
Region.

For the Indian Air Force,
the DAC approved the AoN
for procurement of the Au-
tomatic Take-off and Land-
ing Recording System, As-
tra Mk-II
beyond-visual-range air-to-
air missiles, Full Mission
Simulators, and SPICE-
1000 long-range guidance

DRDO tests
Pinaka rocket

NEW DELHI

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) on Monday successfully
conducted the maiden flight
test of the Pinaka Long Range
Guided Rocket (LRGR-120) at
the Integrated Test Range
(ITR), Chandipur.

The Defence Ministry said that
the test marked a major
milestone in India’s indigenous
rocket artillery programme.

kits. The Automatic Take-
off and Landing Recording
System will enhance aeros-
pace safety by enabling
high-definition, all-weather
automatic recording of
take-off and landing phas-
es. Astra Mk-II missiles,
with enhanced range, will
boost the capability of IAF
fighter aircraft to engage
adversary targets from ex-
tended distances.

The Full Mission Simula-
tor for the Light Combat
Aircraft Tejas will streng-
then pilot training in a cost-
effective and safe environ-
ment, while SPICE-1000
kits will enhance the IAF’s
long-range precision strike
capability.

T T H e &1 71 3 32
T3 YR P 3811 @S Uik § ugar Siu=nie SqHIgT TRUT 8| I8 W T &

o JUDBIUN B URATAT I,

o SUSH AT fTBIHT, 3R

o i It (YR WIS, WRIE SR YR §91¢, Tg, () |

o TYYBR, SN dHT IS DI {fdH U S & TOIT 0D IR0G DI Sidl &, Al T8 Hiasd
@ &d faH™ &1 U Hedyu! Yahd & |
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A41-aR fagayor 3R IJvrifae Aga
1. YR JA1: TSI, S 3R PISeR-YUTH W A Higd HY
T HIeH! # e @

Ager WHRF Rew: aiike dedl & RIars Tcis gad Qe &3, S 81 & J°sf (@b, M-
HRITRE) Y TGP P! ST 8, 8T TH a1d BRART 3 g & B &I Mia=fiadr & ged feam

% TR & geb ao drdl TSR W13 & 1Y SRAHT WaRl 1 JAfUd Hd gL, Ble, HH IS alal
S BT Ual T 9gd |

fOTTT THUASIRTY & fo oielt g8t &1 eSS Adhe el aRee: 307 3R T iehal 1 UR Hal 8, o
YRA B T S-3Hh KSH & 9¢ St g

TS S fEear TS Sexfeaqe RieH (IDD&US) Mk-I1: SH-SATHTRT §Hd! & RIATh Hgayul 4=
3R AR Tuftrdt o YRef B Aeigd ol 8|

2. YR T Gl ST APRESdT 3R TS3NSR Bleyd
wWipfaal § i §:

AT G (S T YRI&T SGE FaTe & (oY Ta=ad, AR 3Gl a1 STl § Afde AT
B! TORAT P T Ageaquf B

TIUF At fShRe e (Tudlem) A ue: QR dal g & TaR & YR HRdT §, TR
T 3R IR e F SR

TS UeeIegS AT USARY (HALE) RPAS B! Ug TR ¢T: g AEMINR &4 (I0R) H TR FithaT, R
3R 2 (ISR) B & ST B |

3. YIRTG a1g IT: I AW, TRI&0T 3R Tt gsara
wed gonferal & wfie @

T THE-I| foars fagsrd 39 (deR) frsa: a1 @ ga1 & AR &1 B &Hdl & §eIdl § 3R
3raTd R Rl &0 Hrar g

SPICE-1000 ANTGRH fdhe: 3o Tidhdl & W1 Tl gul o Tid I3 [Adhed] bl Holgd Px |
AT ¢h-31Th 3R ST RIS RikeH: TR JRET 3R gdeT Jig § R ol 5

AT oo & forg guf e Rmgdes: and guyTdt oiR Shfew Hed aTdTaRur & urade Uiieor &1
EAEII

YD Y0P 3R Hifarra fAfgarad
T 3R TP IPpd &Har fasrd

o Ug Yool Ya1-fAfy Trgal ¥ oM sga gu B-Jar dreiid o c=idr 21

o iuer HHIE & dgd HiT™ & UH BT BT U BT g
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& ® smeAfA R HRa

o s UMt (AT, o, Ssals! US MEUY) WoRh ¥4 ¥ fasRia a1 i &, S avqan
JENT SR THLHUHS ! Ta1dT &l § |

HTAT | T[Ura<T § agard

o Tl METINR, TAFCHD & 3R S IR &M o isd BT had GATHD IR & Fold
O UG &1 Hobd Gl |

JHPTS JIul A AdP

o BREeR-ZH Red, Tgex IFARH 3R SMSTHSIR WehiH Y, Ueifie!-Te- gg I URd
! ¥Ra BT 2

e

Sl gRT 79,000 RIS T F & R BI Ao FHafid T ¥ ifde &1 ufaffa w=dt § - U8
TN -TaTierd, Teidb-dbiad IR Ugad U= &3l & Uid HRd & UMITd® JHedid- & aRiid! ¢l
TTYTAdT Sy, HRT Wi &l AT & Aoigd dd gu U+ IRRd 9l &I Hid® & g & e TR &
G181 UPSC & foTg, T faohTa 9T IRef, & YR, WA iR Y-ISHIad Siaridrst & sta dey
®1 U UTSIID 3aIev0l Bl

Uy : & gy ukug (Slee) & deH d, fAufefad syt w faur sifve:

1. 3T & HRA & &l FHl GRT HI el ¢

2. TGl I Wipld (TST) &l Tila BT 3ifaH <Ru 8|
3. SITT = U= sl o ford goft fRrgur udrdl &1 HoRdl <l
Suda BT A A S-91/A 98 &/

(a) Pad 1 3R 3

(b) HIT 1 3R 2

(c) Pad 2 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

3xR: (a)
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PRI gefemia (T3MS) I U Hedqul Araui—d Hifd Ik & &Y H IURT § Fifer Yafs Ren
ot ¥ enfdfes fufg <R, TSI SIagR iR AAIARE® Hediul B YHTId &R 38T 8| YRA &1 adam

e EPDI0 BB §a ddb Th GHIUT T3NS IREM AT IUHIGT IREU FaRIT & So1d HIS[El BILA &id-
3T S SR Fami, & foxfta Famt ofik Ser e aFcs! W MR FRar gl

S fquRid, < SR G A WY "SGHTE & Beied” G & F1Y YIRT AT
& PR 1 g, foRy =0 ¥ qAIaA1A® 3R TdeTRG JHaH &l daifdd
R & forw | Safery, 989 Fad 59 IR & 761 § b waid &1 B9 fafafia
foraT oY, Sfees T8 it & 6 WRd &1 A TR TairE &war &1 3@d 5T,
Ted gt fafada & & SR fhy TR IR g8y &A1 a1

YRd Bt gad Framve fRIfA: ared 3R siarTa
1. Wi afe srafas fafaw=
YRd I H 3Tgel U I Al B i #ar &

o AT R AT Wt HATTT (MeitY) STUha, 3fi-arg
eaTegt 3R Ridfesw wrlt dafe SR shiawl &1 gr A & forg
T Fat o1 IUTGRT SR B

o YR RRod d (RBI) 7 fad & forfeR Al STaRT A &1 &
fore 01 & Aisd SNfeH Use 3R FREE-Al €1 & forT 3riems o
Gk

o YR Ufayfd iR fafma a8 @) = fafafta dwrsit gra
I fhT ST aTel T3MTE IUBRUN H Saraea! 3R TR W SR
e gl

GIE R
g =D URMYS TR H 3if3-fafam 3 991 g iR faviy =y ¥ fad
A @iy v &1 A1 I B

|

YR B U WP Al STHIEAT GRET T IATG T HGRIT BT 34T g, faiw
FY § TGS THH, IR 3R UGS R B Faifed e
- U Sifaw ot Ot oRE ¥ IRSBIA-Trgt-semia fafams g1 sar =78t
fpu ML g

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

Model conduct

India must improve access to Al
resources, and upskill its workforce
l ndia has been regulating Artificial Intelli-

gence (Al) use by expecting due diligence
from platforms under the IT Act and Rules,
regulating the financial sector, and with privacy
and data protection Rules. It does not yet have a
consumer safety regime that deals with the
state’s duty of care. China pitched such a regime
with draft rules that it unveiled last week, which
target emotionally interactive services, and pro-
pose to require companies to warn against exces-
sive use and intervene when they detect signs of
extreme emotional states. If these rules seem jus-
tified for targeting psychological dependence
that general rules about unlawful content do not
address, they may also be harsh because expect-
ing providers to identify users’ states can incen-
tivise more intimate monitoring. India’s posture
is less intrusive, but also more incomplete, be-
cause it banks on existing laws. Thus, it regulates
adjacent risks but has not articulated a duty of
care vis-d-vis Al product safety, especially for
psychological harms. MeitY has used the IT Rules
to push platforms to curb deepfakes and fraud,
and define and label “synthetically generated”
content. Financial regulators have also adopted
structural measures, with the RBI setting expec-
tations to govern model risk in credit and deve-
loping its FREE-AI framework process and SEBI
pushing for clear accountability on how regulat-
ed entities use Al tools. While some measures are
preemptive, MeitY has been largely reactive.
India has a large ecosystem that adopts models
but is far behind the U.S. and China in building
frontier models of its own. In this context, it
should beware the cons of ‘regulate first, build la-
ter’, especially since domestic capacity is lacking.
A more practical way might be to consider how it
can nurture a frontier model and govern the ov-
erall use of models, many of which will remain
privately built and foreign for a while, inside In-
dian markets. On the first count, India can focus
on improving access to computational resources,
upskilling the workforce, increasing public pro-
curement, and translating research to industry
while sidestepping the pitfall of paralysis by con-
sensus, which could increase dependency. On
the second, India should consider regulating
downstream use more assertively without chok-
ing upstream capability. It can do this by adding
obligations on companies that are deploying pro-
ducts in high-risk contexts, and regulating how
they monitor and respond to a model’s beha-
viour, to existing privacy and consumer protec-
tion rules, for example, by expecting companies
to submit incident reports, rather than requiring
them to monitor users’ emotions. This way, India
can write rules for how Indians use models with-
out assuming that the global technology trajecto-
ry will rearrange itself to match its preferences.
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qaITHD URUET: 99 9919 URA
HIGTHSD U ¥ gefaed alTs Aarsil R 99 & Adier fAad 9w #3d &

o 3B ITANT & e far gt
o JUANTHAN GRT HIGTHS e & AU fe@M TR HUfal TR §I&Y B P S1ead]

fAfeard:

o 3 o gage MyRd &) v Fume Ridl & U 7 WieR #3d B

o TdifP, I 3fA-gTa A aTelt AR &1 SNRaH IoTd &, STTRTH A3 B Hia=m3f o1 s § fFART
B P o wewHf & Mofed Hd &, MuHadT 3R AR Wdzrar o f[kidisi & 9grd 3|

o HRA HT DIV HH /A A dTdl 5, Afh1 HH aes it 8, i a8 wan 7 1 Hiser &7 vaia
g 3R e} &1 dig7 98 T W Wk & IRT IRIA R Saar g, 7 f6 Wy U Wy U
WF ¥ Y I & ¢@HTT & Haod W

TREATHS AT i & faen it

o TS oty RidI R UHT STa1 71 8 foh 3oht wars Aisd e # YRd ot HHuR fRUfT 8:

o HRJ TP FST UM T 3R IR g, Afp 3MRDT 3R 9 & fausdta, fag=h fAffa, fAsht w@rfia
grdt Ared W R Bl

o IHY I U U HRI-WR&H fafam Sifgw ugd fafafia &%, a1 # S99 91d g o

defpifere de-te! Avkar ggdt g1
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The quiet foundations for India’s next growth phase

s 2025 draws to a close, the loud
headlines are easy to spot, but what is
easier to miss is the quieter work of
governance, the steady, week after
week clearing of bottlenecks — the cumulative
push is what I mean by Reform Express 2025.

India crossed about $4.1 trillion in nominal
GDP and overtook Japan as the world’s fourth
largest economy. Standard and Poor’s upgraded
India’s sovereign rating to BBB after 18 years,
signalling that the macro story has acquired
durability, not just speed. In an uncertain world
where political churn has become the norm,
India’s stable leadership makes reforms credible,
and credible reforms convert private caution into
private investment.

T have seen, across negotiating tables, from the
GATT and WTO system to multilateral forums,
that rules are only as good as the incentives they
create. When procedures are opaque, discretion
expands, and then even well-intentioned policy
ends up discouraging enterprise. When
procedures are clean and time-bound,
competition thrives, investment plans get
executed, and jobs follow.

India’s total exports hit $825.25 billion during
2024-25, representing an annual growth of over
6%. To support this volume of trade, the
government introduced several digital tools such
as The Trade Connect ePlatform, a single digital
window for exporters, and the Trade Intelligence
and Analytics (TIA) portal for providing real-time
market data.

The trade agreements

The India-United Kingdom Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement signed in July
2025 created a stronger platform for Indian
exporters, with wide duty-free access and clearer
pathways for services and skilled mobility. In
December 2025, India signed a Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement with Oman,
strengthening a strategic economic corridor for
goods, services, and investment. India also
concluded negotiations for a free trade
agreement with New Zealand, expanding India’s
reach into high value markets and setting a
template for disciplined, commercially
meaningful agreements.

India’s startup sector expanded to include over
two lakh government-recognised startups, which
helped create more than 21 lakh jobs. The Open
Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) processed
over 326 million orders, averaging more than 5.9
lakh daily transactions. Additionally, the
Government e-Marketplace (GeM) saw its
cumulative transaction value cross ¥16.41 lakh
crore, with 11 lakh micro and small enterprises
receiving orders worth over ¥7.35 lakh crore.

India also improved its position in the Global
Innovation Index, rising to 38th place among 139

Hardeep S. Puri

is Union Minister for
Petroleum and
Natural Gas,
Government of India

In a quiet and
cumulative way,
‘Reform
Express 2025' is
sowing the
seeds of the
next phase of
India’s
double-digit
growth

economies. Efforts to simplify business
operations resulted in the reduction of over
47,000 compliances and the decriminalisation of
4,458 legal provisions. By late November, the
National Single Window System processed more
than 8.29 lakh approvals. Infrastructure planning
also saw changes as the PM GatiShakti National
Master Plan opened to the private sector, and the
Project Monitoring Group portal has onboarded
over 3,000 projects valued at more than 376 lakh
crore.

Better legislation

Embracing trust-based governance, Parliament
passed the Repealing and Amending Bill 2025,
clearing out 71 obsolete Acts that had outlived
their purpose. Ease of doing business also moved
closer to the entrepreneur through district-level
reform frameworks, including the District
Business Reform Action Plan 2025, which seeks to
make local administrations more responsive,
predictable, and accountable.

A modern labour regime matters for scale, for
manufacturing, and for a services economy that
wants to formalise jobs while expanding social
security coverage. With the four labour codes
coming into effect from November 21, 2025, 29
central labour laws have been consolidated into a
simpler framework covering wages, industrial
relations, social security and workplace safety.

The Securities Markets Code Bill was
introduced to modernise securities law and
strengthen the Securities and Exchange Board of
India’s investigative and enforcement capacity,
with proposals for specialised market courts,
stronger information sharing with regulators, and
time-bound grievance redress. At a moment
when retail participation has expanded and India
is drawing larger global portfolio interest,
regulatory clarity becomes part of national
competitiveness, helping savings flow into
productive investment.

Logistics is where reform becomes visible in
costs, and 2025 saw a push to modernise the
maritime backbone of trade. Nearly 95% of
India’s trade by volume and about 70% by value
moves through maritime routes, so port and
shipping efficiency is a competitiveness issue.
The Indian Ports Act, 2025 replaced a colonial-era
framework and introduced modern governance
tools, including state-level dispute resolution, a
statutory coordination council, and stronger
norms on safety, disaster readiness and
environmental preparedness. The Merchant
Shipping Act, 2025 and the Carriage of Goods by
Sea Act, 2025 further modernised shipping law,
updating rules, liabilities and dispute frameworks
to reflect contemporary commerce.

The Cabinet approved a package of 369,725
crore to strengthen shipbuilding, including a
Maritime Development Fund of 325,000 crore

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

and components for financial assistance and
development, points to a larger ambition: build
industrial depth, reduce dependence, and keep
freight value within India over time. This is
industrial policy in the classic sense, creating an
ecosystem where private capital can enter with a
clearer risk framework, and where jobs are
created not only in ports but across shipyards,
components, engineering, and services.

A focus on energy

Energy reforms, too, were designed for long cycle
investment. The Oilfields (Regulation and
Development) Amendment Act, 2025 and the
new Petroleum and Natural Gas Rules 2025
sought to reduce investor risk by emphasising
stability of terms during the life of a lease, moving
toward a single petroleum lease across the
project life cycle, and putting clearer timelines on
approvals. The Open Acreage Licensing Policy
continued widening the exploration map, with
Round X offering 25 blocks across about 0.2
million square kilometres, predominantly
offshore, including deepwater and ultra
deepwater opportunities. Alongside this, the
National Deep Water Exploration Mission
signalled a strategic focus on domestic resources,
technology, and capability in complex
exploration.

Reform Express 2025 also carried a strategic
energy and technology dimension. Budget 2025
set out a Nuclear Energy Mission with an outlay of
320,000 crore to accelerate small modular
reactors and other advanced designs, aligned
with the national objective of reaching 100 GW of
nuclear capacity by 2047, and a target of five
indigenously designed operational small modular
reactors by 2033. The Sustainable Harnessing and
Advancement of Nuclear Energy for
Transforming India (SHANTI) Bill is a huge leap
for modernising India’s civil nuclear framework
and opening a pathway for carefully regulated
private participation. Nuclear energy adds firm,
low carbon power to the grid, and strengthens
India’s ability to build advanced manufacturing,
data infrastructure, and energy intensive industry
with greater confidence.

Put together, these reforms show a pattern:
clean up the statute book, decriminalise the
trivial, modernise labour compliance, strengthen
market governance, digitise trade processes, fix
logistics, and de-risk long cycle energy
investment.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has consistently
argued that the state’s job is to reduce the burden
on entrepreneurs so that productivity can
compound. That is the strategic meaning of
Reform Express 2025. The seeds of the next
phase of double-digit growth are sown in this
quiet, cumulative work, and India is doing it with
a steadiness that many economies have lost.
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EXPLAINER

What is the India-New Zealand Free
Trade Agreement?

What zero-duty access will India get, and how much FDI is New Zealand committing to by 2030? Which sectors in New Zealand have criticised the

deal? Why is India acceler:

saee Pande

The story so far:
he recent India-New Zealand
Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
concluded in December,
under which New Zealand will
levy zero duty on 100% of India’s exports
and bring in $20 billion in Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) by 2030.

What are the key bargains?

India will receive zero-duty market access
forall its exports to New Zealand. In
return, India will relax tariffs on 95% of
imports from New Zealand, with 57% of
these products becoming duty-free from
day one.

New Zealand has committed to
investing $20 billion in India over the next
5 years, with firm clawback mechanisms
in case the investment doesn’t meet the
stipulated timeline. The FDI is aimed at
promoting skill mobility and services,
creating employment and growth
opportunitics across 118 sectors. For the
first time, New Zealand has agreed to
facilitate trade in Ayurveda, yoga, and
traditional medicine services with India.

The deal also makes provisions for the
support and mobility of Indian skilled
workers. Youth, students, and
professionals will find it easier to live and
work in New Zealand.

The FTA creates opportunities for India
1o become a key supplier of skille
workforce in services such as IT
professionals, Engineers, Yoga
instructors, Indian chefs, Music teachers,
as well as in sectors including healthcare,
education, and construction.

Student mobility, work permits of up to
20 hours per week while studying, and

of the opportunities for Indian youth to
get global exposure.

The agreement also builds on MSMEs
and employment opportunities through
labour-intensive sectors, including textiles
and apparel, leather and footwear, gems

and jewellery, engineering goods, an
processed food items.

‘Which sectors has India kept outside

the agreement?

India has refused to give market access to

majoritems crucial to New Zealand, such
dairy and agricultural products,

including milk, cheese, cream, bmm.

yogurt, onions, sugar, edible ois, spices,

and rubber, in order to protect In

farmers and small and medium

industries.

New Zealand will develop focused
action plans to develop and improve
productivity, quality, and sectoral
capabilities for fruit growers in India,
particularly for exotic fruits like kiwifruit,
apples, and honey. This cooperation will
ensure the establishment of centres of
excellence, improved planting material,
capacity building for growers, technical
support for orchard management,
postharvest pmcuce: supply chains, and
food safety.

‘Why is the FTA important?

More than a breakthrough, the India-New
Zealand FTA is a framework for deeper
cooperation in the future, It is India’s
conscious move to increase its global

with countr

Strong ties: Prime Minister of New Z
on March 17, SHV KUMAR PUSHPAKSR

global value chains.

‘The India-New Zealand FTA s hailed
for being the fastest concluded,
completed ina record time of ine

being

d, Christopher Luxon and Prime

ster Narendra Modi

‘Why is India zccelem:mg new FTAs?
By engaging with the Pacific, West Asia,
and Africa as trade partners, India is
leveraging its position and promoting

ced in March

2025.1t tnhan ces market access and tariff
preferences for Indian exports to New
Zealand, while proving to be a gateway to
Oceania and Pacific Island markets.
Standing at $49,380, New Zealand is
among the higher-income economies in

eania

‘The Indian diaspora in New Zealand
constitutes 5% of its population, which
amounts to 3,00,000 persons. This
creates a promising exchange and opens
opportunities for soft power politics
between the two nations.

Currently, India’s bilateral merchandise
trade with New Zealand stands at $1.3
billion. The deal aims to double this figure

protect its sensitive sectors, like
agriculture and dairy, from one of the

through billteral
engagements and FTAs.
le a platform to pursue
unique and region-specific commitments,
creating room for WTO-plus
commitments, especially in areas like
services, digital trade, and investment.
Diversification of trade partners means
that India doesn’t have to be dependent
on traditional markets such as the EU, the
U.S., and China.

FTAs are aligned with India’s
development goals and policies,
Make in India, and securing India's
sensitive sectors through technology
transfers and production-induced
incentive schemes that can help in
aligning Indian manufacturing with the
global value chains.

India is currently determined to
materialise FTAs with several countries,

economic footprint. Trade
demands a deep and deliberate
transformation of the country
productive sector and integration into

world’s largest dairy exporters. including Russia, Oman, the UK., and
“This is also one of the first FTAs New Zealand, n spite ofits
negotiated and concluded entirely by a st FTA

women-led and women-driven team,
from the chief negotiating officer to the
ambassador to New Zealand.

This points to India's attempt at securing
strategic and geopolitical alliances via
economic and trade liberalisation.

? How will labour-intensive sectors like textiles, leather, gems, and processed foods benefit?

This is India’s third FTA this year, after
agreements with the UX. and Oman. Itis
a part of a broad strategy that India is

India’s trade is U.S.-dependent. The
bilateral trade between India and the U.S.
stands at $132 billion, and changes in the
tariffs by the U. ly hurt India’s trade.

Indias exports to the U.S. ||ﬂ|mu|
sharply in semember and Oct
dropping to 12% and Dt‘t ely.
The Indo-US. free na.ie dealisin slow
progress, and 50% of the tariffs still
remain unchanged. This has resulted in a
departure from the U.S. a
urgent need for diversific
trade policies and strategic allianc
order to attract greener trade pastures.

One of the main reasons for the stalling
of the Indo-US. bilateral talks is India’s
steadfast policy of not opening up it
farming and dairy sector to concessions
in |hr FTA. India is thus mal

antial move from short-
economic partnerships o Inng term trade
alliances.

The India-New Zealand deal builds a
structure that is more investor-friendly.
India is willing to let go of its pn)leclionisl
image by lowering trade barri
promoting ease of business, and opening
its markets, India’s FTAS today go well
beyond tariff reduction; they are more of
aframework for future cooperation and
economic alignment.

What criticisms does the agreement
face?
This is New Zealand's
excludes dairy and a
purview, due to which it is heavily
criticised in New Zealand by coalition
partners of the current government. The
Foreign Minister of New Zealand said that
the deal is ‘neither free nor fair’ as it
bypasses the dairy and agriculture sector,
the country’s largest industry, and added
that they will vote against the bill when it
comes to the floor in Lhe New Zealand
Parliament in 2026. India, on the other
hand, assumes an easy passage to
legislation.
In India, FTAs are criticised for
widening trade dehu(s md generating
asymmetric gains, to imports
from partner countries growing faster
than our exports. Although the safeguards
established by the current India-New
Zealand FTA claim to cover these risks
and protect and promote India’s sensitive
sectors through manufacturing
collaboration. The success of which will
et

ed as the
implementation unfolds over the years.

What is the way forward?

Even though the India-New Zealand FTA
iis considered historic, it is important to
fearn from the trade agreements in the
past, as many resulted in low yields.

\dia needs to invest in domestic
competitiveness, meet global market
standards and quality requirements,
ensure strong rules of origin, define
anti-dumping provisions, strengthen its
sensitive sector and MSMEs and formulate
them in line with global markets.

India also needs to invest in research
and development for increasing quality
and competitiveness of its products ifit
has to thrive in the global market.

Saee Pande is a freelance writer with a
focus on pullm s, current affairs,
international relations, and geopolitics
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Invalidate all forms of unilateral talaq

n November 19, 2025, in Benazeer Heena
0 vs Union of India and Ors., a three-judge

Bench of the Supreme Court of India
comprising Justices Surya Kant, Ujjal Bhuyan and
N. Kotiswar Singh, expressed strong reservations
about talag-e-hasan, a practice that allows a
Muslim man to divorce his wife by pronouncing
talag once a month for three consecutive months
during tuhr, the period of a woman’s ritual purity
between menstrual cycles. The divorce becomes
irrevocable upon the third pronouncement,
unless it is withdrawn earlier.

In Heena's case, the husband had
communicated the talag-e-hasan through his
advocate without signing the document himself.
The Court was visibly disturbed by the fact that
advocates were granting divorces and remarked:
“Tomorrow, what will happen if a client disowns
the advocate?... Should a civilized society allow
this kind of practice?”

A contract between equals

The concern of the judges was entirely justified,
for the Koran does not grant men a superior
status that entitles them to unilaterally dissolve a
marriage either directly or through their agents.
This is because, unlike traditions that treat
marriage as an indissoluble sacrament, Islam
views it as a firm but dissoluble contract between
two equals.

The Koran uses two legally perceptive terms
for marriage — ugdatan-nikah (2:235, 2:237),
which means the “bond of marriage”, and
meesaaqan ghaleean (4:21), a solemn covenant
between a man and a woman that enables them
to live together in intimate companionship.

From a contemporary standpoint, these terms
parallel the modern prenuptial contract, and thus
demand that both spouses be consenting adults
acting freely and with full knowledge. The
underlying premise is one of equality between
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must

be retained

two autonomous persons, which negates any
hierarchical assumption that places the husband
above the wife. For this reason, a unilateral
termination of marriage by the husband is
impermissible in Islam. Such an act would also
contravene the cardinal principle of natural
justice, nemo iudex in causa sua (that no person
may sit in judgment over his own dispute) which
Islam upholds.

The Koranic procedure

To guard against deviations from its egalitarian
approach, the Koran treats divorce extensively in
chapters 2, 4, and 65 — al-Baqara, al-Nisa, and
al-Talag — and stipulates four distinct conciliatory
measures before the pronouncement of the first
talaq.

First, it recommends (in 4:34-35) private
resolution (‘izu hunna). If this fails, the next step
is temporary physical separation (uhjuru hunna).
Should discord continue, the husband is advised,
as a third step, to communicate clearly to his wife
(izribu hunna) the seriousness of the dispute and
attempt to repair the relationship.

For instance, he may tell his wife that
unresolved tensions could escalate into public
gossip, potentially harming the family. If
reconciliation still remains elusive, the Koran, as a
fourth step, instructs that the issue be brought
before two arbiters from the families of both
spouses.

Only after all four steps fail is the first talaq
permitted, followed by iddah (2:228-232; 65:1-4).
Within iddah — three menstrual cycles per 2:228,
229 — no more than two talags may be issued. For
post-menopausal or amenorrhoeic women, iddah
lasts three months; for pregnant women, it
extends until childbirth (65:4).

1f reconciliation does not occur during iddah,
the final irrevocable talag may be issued after
iddah ends (2:231). Once pronounced, the final

talaq terminates the marital relationship
completely.

However, even after the lapse of iddah, the
Koran permits reunion if the final talaq has not
been invoked: “When you divorce women and
they complete their term [iddah), do not prevent
them from marrying their [former] husbands if
they mutually agree on equitable terms” (2:232).
In other words, after iddah, the couple may either
re-contract the marriage on fresh terms or pursue
permanent dissolution effected through the third
and final talag, declared before two witnesses
(65:2).

This is the only talag procedure authorised by
the Koran and exemplified by the Prophet. It
applies to both men and women, consistent with
Islam’s prohibition of gender-based
discrimination. Accordingly, all other modes of
divorce, including talag-e-bid‘a, talag-e-hasan,
talag-e-ahsan, and talag-e-tafweed, find no
support in the Koran or the hadith.

They originate in fatawa traditions crafted by
sectarian jurists who, shaped by entrenched
patriarchy, rejected women’s autonomy and legal
personhood. Their stance is starkly reflected in
their validation of talag-e-hasan, which permits a
husband to dissolve a marriage through an
appointed agent (vakeel) under the concept of
tawkeel (agency) — a notion wholly unsupported
by Koranic or Prophetic precedent and deeply
demeaning to women

An overview

The Supreme Court would thus be on firm
constitutional and Islamic footing were it to strike
down all unilateral divorce practices available
exclusively to Muslim men, retaining only the
Koranic process, which may be made
gender-neutral.
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