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Maharashtra scraps three-language policy

I Committee formed to decide future of the policy [ Decision a victory of Marathi people, say Opposition
and experts; express doubts about the panel’s role

and from which grade it should be implemented

Vinaya Vilas Deshpande
MUMBAI

aharashtra
Mscrapped the in-
troduction of the

three-language policy for
Classes 1 to 5 in State go-
vernment schools on Sun-
day, after two months of
sustained opposition by
academics, activists, and
political parties, including
the Nationalist Congress
Party, which is part of the
ruling coalition in the
State.

To decide the future of
the policy, the government
set up an expert commit-
tee to be headed by econo-
mist, educationist, and
former Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Narendra Jadhav. “The
committee will look into
the three-language policy,
from which grade it should
be implemented. It will

study the recommenda-
tions of the Mashelkar
Committee report. It will
also hear those who have a
different opinion. The go-
vernment will accept the
Narendra Jadhav commit-
tee report,” Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis told
presspersons in Mumbai.

Two government orders
introducing the policy for
primary education, issued
on April 16 and June 17,
have been cancelled.

“The government has
put the three-language for-
mula on hold at present.
The committee has sought
three months,” a senior go-
vernment official told The
Hindu.

This policy will impact
nearly 80 lakh primary stu-
dents in the State Board’s
Marathi and English medi-
um schools. The three-lan-
guage formula is currently
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Word troubles: Shiv Sena (UBT)

Mumbai, Maharashtra, on Sunday. PTI

implemented in secondary
classes.

Opposition parties,
which had burnt copies of
the government orders
across the State just hours
earlier on Sunday, cau-
tiously welcomed the deci-

sion, but were sceptical
about the panel’s role.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Uddhav Thackeray and his
cousin Raj Thackeray of
the Maharashtra Navnir-
man Sena declared it the
victory of the unity of the

workers protest against the proposed three-language policy in Navi

Marathi people.

The Thackeray cousins
announced that a massive
protest planned for July 5
would now be turned into
avictory rally.

However, Mr. Uddhav
Thackeray also said that

o TAM H, FI-HTNT BTHe dhad HIeafie TR IR ar] faar a1 g

the BJP was trying to draw
a wedge between Marathis
and non-Marathis in the
State, while Mr. Raj Thack-
eray expressed reserva-
tions about the Narendra
Jadhav-led committee. “We
are assuming that the
three-language policy for
primary education has
been scrapped. If the go-
vernment tries to create
any mess due to the com-
mittee report, we will not
let this committee function
in Maharashtra,” he said in
a post on Facebook.

‘Pushing RSS agenda’
Experts who had cam-
paigned against the go-
vernment orders also
reacted with scepticism
about the government’s in-
tentions.

“While we are very hap-
py and the credit goes to
the unity of Marathi people

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

Thackeray cousins announce that protest planned
for July 5 would now be turned into a victory rally

who stood behind us, it is
likely that the government
is still trying to push this
decision. What was the
need of a committee? They
should have just an-
nounced the scrapping of
the decision,” said Laxmi-
kant Deshmukh, who
heads the Maharashtra go-
vernment’s own language
consultation committee.
“To me, it seems like the
government is trying to
push through the RSS
agenda of ‘Hindi, Hindu,
Hindustan’ We need to be
cautious,” he told The
Hindu.

Marathi Abhyas Kendra
president Deepak Pawar, a
prominent voice against
the policy, also raised con-
cerns about Dr. Jadhav’s
expertise.

EDITORIAL
» PAGE 8

THdl YT 80 ARG BT YHTfAd 814 aTel 3|

VUF
INSTITUTE
CIVIL SERVICES

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS [ ,goA ] \ rﬁ;T.TUTE]

UMIYA | \NJ i services

e 3R FrATfore ufafsarnd:
1. faugs SR ArdwIf=a W
o FRIGEAT (GEiteh), THEATY 3R TRt Tfgd Ieifad gal 3 39 FHed &1 fajiy fosan oik 39 el

HTVTS U ol HHSIR B arel Sard|
o 39 HIfd B RIS Bt SiAd R G} B Igrar 21 & o2 7 U deH & U H @7 T, 5 naaa!
9 RUIEY ¥ s "fgal-Eg-Egedr" Tois &l AR = o &U T HReiid |
2. & UgE™ @t Sila:
0 IGd 3R IS BTHY ST 131 7 LB Bl "HRIST ANl Bl St & =0 | WIET
0 5 TS P! AroiTe faR1Y TeH 31d faerg Yt ¥ 96 T 3|
3.?’&@[“?&“&?
o &5 AN IAFT ol arfde THten & sy fade o1 I0HIfd & U d T@d 8

o AP SIME 3R EUd YR oY fa=Iw=! = qara I & siR fufg araa & Iere fear man o,
0 Ififa ot sazgwmdr | R |

A 3R Hifa & forg a9 fAifgared:
1. TY4TE 3R HTUTS W
o T8 faare &= sreienait SiR yen Hifd & FHeiaxu & vgfirdl & o Id @ 919 B SR HRal g
o%ﬂyﬁﬂgzﬁﬁ 8 & BRI, TR H%-Iod THG BT YR T 1! §, WRIHR HTT A0 &
|
2. HTYT 3R UgaT S It
o U S8 HRA IS & 4191 3R UgdH & sid T8R JS1d ! axifdi 8|
o U fcal ST Uh UTOTS THE DI G TR ARoN18 ol §, d o R 3R qrafford S=rifd &I ol
T USHT Tl |
3. ifa-fawtor & wdeife yriier™:
o T P AU A1 A Bl YHIIT B H AFTRS JHAN 3R SH-3HiaIer o1 YHwT Bl 3aifed Bl

g
o T8 RPiad ¥U § Hdg-=id e il & TR H § s Rl & qgd &I W e=iidr g1

e
o IS fRIY & d& HERY WBR R dI--HIT AT I a0y o1 Aobdiiid ragafd $i Al 3R
HRA § HIVTS IoHifd &1 Sfeadrstt g o g2ifdr 81 Siafe geten Ififa o Fyfad ufsarers araer
frarch B, 399 I &t Hen & IR | og Wt U faran B 1 31 Sgd gU, U SR e H faaft oft fifarma
SCATd Bl IS TegTd §TT W 3R JEHR] FUdIE bt HIGT Dl ITE 1T & forw ARG, &g
GaeTeiedr 3R R RauR® Ja1a YAfd &1 gl

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

ﬁaw%?sn?ﬁﬁﬁsﬂ$wmuﬁ&maﬁﬁm (250 Words)

Page 01: GS 2 :

YR & AETUSITh BT (RONSMS) J SUFT 2027 & oI 3TYR
WU ({139 IR iR geiinT Wegm)

”@

UPSC Mains Practice Question

1 30, 2026 B! L& g arell

Indian Polity

g st ((Brd, dedid, gfer @ M) & fRR oA &1 fFew fear m g1

Ahead of Census, States asked to lock
boundary changes before Dec. 31

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The Registrar-General of
India (RGI) has informed
the States that the first
phase of the Population
Census 2027 — House List-
ing and Housing Schedule
(HLO) — will tentatively be-
gin on April 1, 2026 and
preparations need to be
made accordingly.

The RGI has also in-
formed the States that the
administrative boundaries
will be frozen by Decem-
ber 31 and if any changes
are to be made to the limits
of police stations, tehsils,
and districts, it should be
done before the said date.

A senior government of-
ficial told The Hindu that
the dates and questions to
be asked in the first phase

| ast call

Around 24 lakh enumeration
blocks finalised for the 2021
Census are likely to be used for
the 2027 count

® The Census can be
conducted only three months
after the freezing of boundary
limits of administrative units

= Houselisting Operation
to begin on April 1, 2026,
while the population
count is set to begin on
February 1,2027

= Any changes in the
existing boundaries must
be intimated by December
31,2025

m Boundaries of
administrative units are not
changed once enumeration
blocks are finalised

will be notified in the Ga-
zette later. Nearly 34 lakh
enumerators and supervi-
sors, mainly officials work-
ing with the State govern-
ments, and 1.3 lakh Census
functionaries are expected
to be deployed for the exer-

cise, which will be done
digitally for the first time.

Around 24 lakh enumer-
ation blocks (EB) finalised
for the 2021 Census are
likely to be used for the
2027 Census.

Each EB usually com-
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prises 150-180 houses or

650-800 people.
The exercise covers all
States phase-wise and

usually follows the April-
September period, when
the enumerator assigns a
distinct number to each
house, building or public
space.

For Census 2021, which-
could not take off initially
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and will now be
known as Population Cen-
sus-2027, the notification
published on January 9,
2020 said that the first
phase will begin on April 1,
2020 and end on Septem-
ber 30 the same year. For
the 2021 Census, the
Centre had notified 31
questions for the first
phase related to household
details.
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Noble rot, the alchemist of wines, is
setting fungal biology abuzz

In a startling discovery, researchers from Sichuan University and the University of British Columbia have found that botrytis fungi cannot be cloned. In these fungi, no single
nucleus contains a complete set of chromosomes. Instead, the chromosome set is distributed across two or more nuclei, and any one nucleus contains only a subset

D.P. Kasbekar

n wine-making circles, “noble rot”

is an exalted name for the botrytis

fungus (Botrytis cinerea). It infects

grapes, penetrates the skin, causes
the berries to lose water by evaporation
and shrivel up, and thus concentrates the
sugars and flavours in them. Since only a
small percentage of grapes in a vineyard
are infected, they must be picked by
hand.

s makes the picking process
labour-intensive and drives up the cost.
‘The crushed grape juice from rotted
grapes is used to make high-quality sweet
wines like the Sauternes of Bordeaux, the
Trockenbeerenauslese of Germany and
Austria, and the Tol
They are also very expensive.

Bumnng its exalted status, the botrytis
fungus was also found recently to exhibit
an unusual idiosyncrasy. In all animals,
plants, and fungi, the nucleus of a cell
contains one or more sets of all of the
chromosomes of the organism. This
property of nuclei allows us to clone
Scientists can transfer such a
nucleus, which contains all the DNA
instructions, into an egg cell whose own
nucleus has been removed and, in the
right conditions, prompt it to develop into
anew organism.

But because of the idiosyncrasy,
botrytis fungus cannot be cloned - nor
can another fungus called Sclerotinia
sclerotiorum.

A team of researchers from Sichuan
University in China and the University of
British Columbia in Canada have made a
startling discovery: in these fungi, no
smgle nucleus contains a Lumplele set of

Instead, the ch
xu is distributed across two or more
and any one nucleus contains only
subset.
These unexpected findings were
reported in Science.

g

Ascomycetes,
Botrytis and Sclerotinia are ascomyt
fungi. The first cell of a baby fungus B
following a mating between two
ascomycetes fungi is called the ascospore.
All the subsequent other cells of the
individual are derived from it. This is the
defining feature of ascomycetes fungi. The
ascospores are produced in a sac-like cell
called the ascus (plural asci). An ascus,
produced when two parental strains
mate, contains two complete sets of
chromosomes.

In many well-studied ascomycetes
fungi, eight ascospores are made in each
ascus. All the nuclei of an individual
ascospore are genetically identical. That
is, they all have the same set of
chromosomes. B. cinerea and S.

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
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sclerotiorum also make asci with eight
spores. The researchers had no reason to
suspect them to be any different.

How are discoveries made?

People are often curious to know how
scientists make their discoveries. Most
discoveries originate in experiments that
did not work in the way they were meant
to. Sadly, the converse is not true,

The most common explanation for
experiments that don’t work the way
were meant to is some kind of “operator
error” - i.e. asilly mistake of some kind: 2
growth medium was not properly made,
the incubator was not set to the right
temperature, the wrong strain was used,
etc. Silly mistakes are more common than
serendipitous leads.

Not surprisingly, scientists get mad
with experiments that don’t work. But
once in a while, this type of experiment is
a harbinger of an unexpected discovery.
This is the scientist’s dilemma.

Improbable versus true
The research team set out to obtain
mutants of S. sclerotiorum. For this they
exposed the ascospores to ultraviolet
light. Each S. sclerotiorum ascospore
contains two nuclei. Both nuclei were
n&ﬁumed to carry the same set of
UV-induced

Agrape vineyard in Moldova, 2017. Botrytis fungi infects grapes with the effect of concentrating the sugars and flavours in them. USND

Botrytis cinerca also called noble
rot infects grapes, penetrates the
skin, causes the berries to lose
water by evaporation and shrivel
up, and thus the

ascospore. The probe never lit up both
nuclei.

This meant the two nuclei harboured
distinct chromosome sets. When both
pmhca were used together, in some

sugars and flavours in them

non-mutant cells would have nuclei
descended from the ascospore nucleus
with the non-mutant gene.

But in the experiment, of the more
than 100 mutant colonies the researchers
examined, all contained only mutant
cells. None of them had a non-mutant
sector. This was most unexpected. Why
weren't any non-mutant cells seen in
these colonies?

This observation set the researchers up
for their Sherlock Holmes moment:
“When you have eliminated all which is
impossible, then whatever remains,
however improbable, must be the truth.”

Could the two nuclei between them
contain only one set of chromosomes?

Closer examination

The researchers wrote in their paper:

"B-:causc this prediction challenges
principles of

biology, we conducted a closer

examination oflhe ascospores’ nuclei and

occur at random. Therefore, it was highly
unlikely the same gene would become
inactivated in both nuclei of an ascospore.

Consequently, a colony containing
mutant cells was also expected to include
a sector with non-mutant cells. The

T AT T ¢ 3R /P! U ar =T 82

They used mulem]ar probe: that bind

es the signals showed up in only
one nucleus and in other ascospores the
signals were seen in both nuclei. This
meant the distribution of chromosomes
in the nuclei differed between ascospores.

Further tests revealed that each
nucleus of a S. sclerotiorum or B. cinerea
ascospore contained only three to eight
chromosomes.

New questions
The findings have already spawned many
questions in the research community.
What is the mechanism by which
chromosomes are allocated to the
different nuclei? How is genetic integrity
preserved during cell division? What
restores a complete set of chromosomes
when the fungus mates, and with its
mating partner forms new asci? Which
genes and mechanisms are involved in
chromosome sorting and regulation?
‘What advantage does chromosome
distribution confer to Botrytis and
Sclerotinia?

The questions have generated a new
buzz in fungal biology. Right now,
scientists doing research with fruit flies,
nematodes, zebrafish, mice, and other

specifically to i
allowing them to say whether or not a
nucleus contains the chromosome. When
the probes were used individually, they lit
up exclusively one nucleus per

o Sicifcy REfa, S Hied e & T8 I ST ST E, Wobdob%

model might be envying those
working with rot fungi - noble or
otherwise.

(D.P. Kasbekar is a retired scientist.
kasbekardp@yahoo.co.in)

o
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Botrytis and Sclerotinia are
ascomycetes fungi. The first
cell of a baby fungus bom
following a mating between
ascomycetes is called an
ascospore, These are
produced in a cell called the
ascus, which contains two
sets of chromosomes

-

Researchers used molecular
probes that bind to individual
chromosomes. When the
probes were used individually,
they lit up exclusively one
nucleus per ascospore. This
meant the two nuclel
harboured distinct
chromosome sets

v

The findings have spawned
many questions. What is the
mechanism by which
chromosomes are allocated?
How s genetic integrity
preserved? What advantage
does chromosome distribution
confer to Botrytis and
Sclerotinia?
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WHAT IS IT?

Synthetic genome: DNA from scratch

Vasudevan Mukunth

Between 1990 and 2003, more
than 2,800 scientists around the
world sequenced almost the
entire human genome. This was
the Human Genome Project
(HGP), which, at a cost of $2.7
billion, aimed to identify every
human gene and make the data
freely accessible to accelerate
biology and medicine. By 2003,
the team had produced the first
reference human genome,
covering 92% of the 3.1 billion
bases.

The effort led to better
genome sequencing
technologies, anticipated policy
decisions on genomic
discrimination and IP rights, and
paved the way for genome-wide
association studies.

Now, researchers in the UK
have launched the Synthetic
HGP (SynHG). Whereas HGP
“read” the human genome,
SynHG will attempt to “write” it.
Over the next five years,
scientists from four institutions,
including the Universities of
Oxford and Cambridge, will try
to build large pieces of human
DNA from scratch, developing
the necessary knowledge and
technologies along the way. For
starters, they will be supported
by a GBP 10 million grant from
the Wellcome Trust.

SynHG T §?

Anew scientific project has become controversial over the
risk of scientists being able to create ‘designer babies.
GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Prof. Robin Lovell-Badge of the Francis Crick
Institute said he was “very enthusiastic” about
SynHG and added, “It is critical when developing
new technology to understand not just issues of
potential utility, but also those concerned with
safety and risk and, very importantly, the societal
values on which it may impinge.”

The project has already become controversial
over the risk of scientists being able to create
“designer babies” — a concept unnervingly close
to eugenics — and engineered microbes that
might escape into the wild and damage fragile
ecosystems.
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PM Carney has a pragmatic approach,
wants reset in India ties, says ex-envoy

Varghese K. George
OTTAWA

Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney has a prag-
matic approach to global
and domestic affairs which
makes him vastly different
from his predecessor Justin
Trudeau and this could
help a reset in the coun-
try’s ties with India, ac-
cording to Stewart Beck,
former Canadian High
Commissioner to India and
former President and CEO
of the Asia Pacific Founda-
tion of Canada.

Talking to The Hindu on
Canada-India  relations,
and what to expect after
the recent meeting bet-
ween Mr. Carney and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Mr. Beck noted that
both countries have a com-
plicated relationship that
needs careful manage-
ment. “The relationship
has gone through some
highs and lows. In the
1970s, the first nuclear ex-
plosion by India had used
Canadian technology too,
which raised concerns on
our side. Then in the
1980s, the bombing of Air
India aircraft Kanishka, In-
dia’s second nuclear explo-

Stewart Beck

sion in the 1990s... There
have been very positive de-
velopments, also some irri-
tants ... the Khalistani sep-
aratism is an irritant that
persists. It is a very compli-
cated one and not easy for
either side to understand
fully,” he said.

Mr. Beck, who has spent
four decades as a Canadian
diplomat in various posi-
tions, thinks the recent
meeting between Mr. Car-
ney and Mr. Modi during
the G-7 summit in Canada
was “a clear indication”
that the relationship has
turned the corner after the
controversy around the
2023 killing of Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, a Khalistani
separatist in Canada. Mr.
Trudeau had blamed India

for the killing.

“Mr. Carney has a per-
spective different. He ap-
proaches relations with In-
dia quite positively, and he
used the occasion of G7 to
put the ties on a positive
track. And we need to do
that, considering what is
going on globally. India is a
global player and we need
to figure out the best way
to manage the relationship.
1 think PM Carney is pre-
pared to do that,” Mr. Beck
said. “There was an argu-
ment that he was inviting
Mr. Modi too early to Cana-
da. But he took the posi-
tion that it was not about
Canadian PM inviting In-
dian PM to Canada, but
about Indian PM being in-
vited to G-7 in Canada. In-
dia is one of the biggest
economies of the world
and it had to be there at
G-7. He then used that op-
portunity for a bilateral
meeting too. The message
that came out from that
meeting is that we need to
have a reset.”

The diplomat thinks the
uncertainties around the
Nijjar case and likely new
revelations might cause
fresh tensions. “Building
more trust is the key. It

takes more time, mutual
familiarity and interaction.
Whatever happened with
the Nijjar assassination, we
have to deal with it. It hap-
pened, there are accusa-
tions that remain, and we
have to deal with that real-
ity. We have not got all the
facts. In Canada, we will
have to deal with how far
do we allow people to go.
From may own perspec-
tive, having a float in a pa-
rade with the glorification
of the assassination of Mr.
Gandhi is a step too far.
These sensitivities need to
be addressed. In the Nijjar
case, it is allegations at the
moment and there is un-
certainty about what will
happen now. If these alle-
gations are established as
true, we have to have a me-
chanism to cope with it.”

Mr. Beck is optimistic
that regardless of the Nijjar
case outcome, there are
several reasons for better
India-Canada ties. “Cana-
dian pension funds have a
significant role in financing
infrastructure in India. We
have interesting technolo-
gies in Al, biotechnology,
climate change and we
have things to offer,” he
said.
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Revisit digital search powers under the I-T Bill 2025

proposal in Parliament to allow tax

authorities to access, under the
Income-Tax Bill, 2025, an individual’s “virtual
digital space” during search and seizure
operations. The justification is straightforward: as
financial activity moves online, so must
enforcement. However, this glosses over the
far-reaching implications of such a shift, which
raises significant concerns about privacy,
overreach, and surveillance.

T he Finance Minister recently introduced a

Policy at TQH
Consulting's

in Delhi
A blurring, open-ended
Currently, India’s tax law already provides for
search and seizure under Section 132 of the
Income-Tax Act, 1961. But those powers are
limited to physical space such as a house, office,
and locker. Since such operations are based on
suspicion of undisclosed income or assets, there
is a connection between the objective, which is
finding undisclosed income and getting access to
physical assets.

The new Bill, however, blurs this link by
including an individual’s digital presence which is
not only vast but often contains much more than
what is relevant to a tax investigation. Without
clear limits, such access can lead to
disproportionate intrusion. For example, under
the existing regime, what could be searched was
what concerned only the individual under
investigation. In contrast, digital spaces involve
multiple stakeholders. Accessing a social media
account also exposes friends, family, and
professional contacts, through photographs and

posts. The proposal to

access an
individual’s
‘virtual digital
space’ raises
significant

The proposed definition of “virtual digital
space’ includes access to emails, personal cloud
drives, social media accounts, digital application
platforms, and more. Crucially, the phrase “any
other space of similar nature” makes the list
open-ended, potentially covering a wide range of
digital platforms. Additionally, the proposed
provision empowers tax authorities to override
access codes to gain entry into electronic devices
or virtual digital spaces. It still remains unclear

privacy,
overreach,

Mahwash Fatima

is a Manager, Public

technology practice

concerns about

and surveillance

though how this power will be operationalised in
practice particularly in cases involving encrypted
messaging apps such as WhatsApp, as explicitly
cited by the Finance Minister in Parliament.

The problem becomes even more of a concern
when the individual involved is a professional
whose work requires confidentiality. For
instance, journalists whose devices and emails
hold sensitive information, including confidential
sources, unpublished material, and protected
communications. If a search is conducted on
flimsy or overly broad grounds, it not only
violates their privacy but also endangers their
ability to undertake reporting. Recognising the
risks, the Supreme Court of India, in 2023,
circulated interim guidelines on the seizure of
digital devices and directed the Union
Government to contemplate formulating
necessary protocols. Moreover, the judicial
interpretation of “reason to believe” emphasises
the need for tangible material beyond mere
suspicion. Even under existing law, courts have
construed that the provision ought to be
exercised strictly, acknowledging that search and
seizure is a serious invasion of privacy.

A violation of transparency, accountability
Yet, the proposed provision goes against these
principles and is devoid of guardrails, judicial
oversight, and has a lack of understanding of the
stakes. It fails to acknowledge, let alone address,
the sheer breadth and layered sensitivity of
information stored on electronic devices. In line
with the current law, the proposed provision
prohibits disclosure of the “reason to believe”
clearly violating principles of transparency and
accountability.

Globally, privacy and transparency standards
in search and seizure, especially where digital
devices are involved, are grounded in statutory
protections and procedural safeguards. In
Canada, Section 8 of the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms guarantees the right to be secure
against “unreasonable search or seizure”. It is
designed to prevent unjustified searches and sets

a three-part default standard: prior authorisation;
approval by a neutral and impartial judicial
authority; and reasonable and probable grounds.
In the United States, the Taxpayer Bill of Rights,
adopted by the Internal Revenue Service, affirms
that taxpayers have the right to expect that any
inquiry or enforcement action will be legally
compliant and will not be more intrusive than
necessary following due process rights, including
search and seizure protections. The U.S. Supreme
Court’s decision in Riley vs California also
necessitated a warrant before accessing digital
data, given the deeply personal nature of
information stored on phones and devices.

Contradiction of proportionality test

In contrast, India’s proposed Income Tax
provision grants sweeping access to digital
personal data without warrants, relevance
thresholds, or any distinction between financial
and non-financial information. This directly
contradicts the proportionality test upheld by the
Supreme Court in justice K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd.)
vs Union Of India. The Court has held that any
restriction to an individual’s privacy must meet a
four-fold test, of which proportionality was key,
requiring state action to pursue a legitimate aim,
satisfy necessity and adopt the least intrusive
means available. Allowing unfettered access to
personal digital data, in the absence of judicial
oversight or safeguards, fails this standard.

The way forward is not to abandon digital
enforcement altogether. Rather, it is to root it
firmly in principles of proportionality, legality,
and transparency. The right to privacy cannot
and must not be eroded under the garb of
regulatory action. Unchecked surveillance in the
name of compliance is not governance but
overreach. There is hope that the Select
Committee which is currently reviewing the Bill
narrows the definition of ‘virtual digital space’,
and mandates prior judicial warrants and
disclosure of reasons for such access to digital
content in addition to establishing mechanisms of
redress for aggrieved individuals.
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3. UfohaTcH® R SUTT BT HHt:

o fadu® O f5fSea WSl & forw gd <amiies Wighd a1 38! 0@ & AU H1 & SR & TH1hR0l i
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BIC P 2023 & FaRH fe=m-FE & s 1|

o UfAeN® aragfd .09, Je AW (2017) H SRR QTN T MU-dl &1 SR g8 HHad
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1. 9ET,

2.3Y 3T,

3. HIARYhd],
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SRTgTa qaiww 3aT:

o BT TP IUBR TR BT YRT 8 SRIT Wiohl o Y&l TG Bl 5, fores fere Foger =mamefisr gRy
qd UTTehRUT 1 STqRgehdl gil 8 _
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|
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A 3R Afdear & ferg fAfgarnd:

o AT FTRHT wfdaal ARG fay B FHSR B AHhdl &, GOUANT &I SMHAT R Tl g, 3R
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fAreep:

o Safe f$foed g d o yad & fawiia feear ST @nfiee, g8 Jaurfe sifeR) ok Afas wmee &
DT TR T8I 3 IHhdl g1 B [A9TdH, 2025 & dgd U@ & ARG FFRFN B WA HA,
fSfTcd Ugd & QR &I &H B 3R diY® AF®! 3R YRA™ IfAU™ & e Ulshardd R&f
JUR DI URT A o fore =N fovan ST =g

o TU WA B gEET don ¥ fefored gt gfar o =g fRa iR aafaavTa W & st 9g! ddad s
%1 TP Hg@yUl 3awR Y& &l g |
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