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NS ITE GIHTH (MM R W eNfies Tfafafe &1 U e Yabd &, i fafmior, W=  siR
foroTett &t o UeR @ a1 81 SARA &, 1P BT g 4% a il 81 715, S Jars 2025 H 4.3% & 38 Ao

& 3= TR A FY Bt g8 IRTae 0 0 ¥ SR SRE, AH-SRT H HHIR USH 3R Aqthad e
3R Hfted Tgq & it 7y & SR g

qdA deu

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rowth in industrial
G activity in India
slowed to 4% in Au-

gust from its six-month
high growth of 4.3% in July.

Growth was dragged
down by the consumer
durables and non-durables
sectors, as well as slower
growth in manufacturing,
capital goods, and infras-
tructure sectors, govern-
ment data showed.

On the other hand, min-
ing activity, the primary
goods sector, and electrici-
ty output saw a positive
turnaround.

Data on the Index of In-
dustrial Production (IIP),
released by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation on Mon-
day, showed that growth in

the index this August was

Slowing growth

The year-on-year change (in %) in the Index of Industrial
Production. The index saw 0% growth in August last year
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considerably faster than
the 0% seen in August last
year.

“This data should be
read with caution as it cap-
tures neither the tariff nor
GST effect which have
been in the news and af-
fected sentiment in busi-
ness,” Madan Sabnavis,
chief economist at the
Bank of Baroda, said. “Ta-
riffs were implemented

from August 27 while GST
benefits kicked in late Sep-
tember.”

The mining and quarry-
ing sector in particular saw
a significant turnaround. It
grew 6% in August, a 14-
month high, snapping a
four-month  streak of
contractions.

The second sector to see
a robust turnaround was
the primary goods sector,

Industrial output growth
slows to 4% in August

Country’s IIP growth gets pulled down by consumer-related sectors; primary goods sector sees a
turnaround with seven-month-high of 5.2%; experts say no effect of GST reforms that came in later

which saw growth coming
in at a seven-month high of
5.2%. The electricity sector
grew at a five-month high
of 4.1%.

The manufacturing sec-
tor, however, slowed to
3.8% in August, down from
6% in July. This was quick-
er than the 1.2% growth the
sector saw in August last
year. Similarly, growth in
the capital goods sector
slowed in August to 4.4%
from 6.7% in July. This was,
however, quicker than the
0% seen in August last
year.

The growth in the con-
sumer durables sector
slowed to 3.5% in August
from 7.3% in July and 5.4%
in August last year. The
consumer non-durables
sector saw activity con-
tracting 6.3%, the worst
performance in eight
months.

. TSAEA ST:
o SR 2025 T SIS gk — 4%, TATS 2025 T 4.3% 3R ARG 2024 H 0% Pt ga1 H|

. fI®Tg & ggrar ¢ are &
o T 3R ITT: 6% (14 HEM BT I=qH) |
o UTYH® JHM: 5.2% (7 HalH &l &) |
o fooret: 4.1% (5 7eIH &1 3= |

. foora o1 dieq 9 &=

o fafHir 3.8% Gams o 6% ¥ =) |
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| unva | QO Gaices

o TSI a¥qU: 4.4% (JATS | 6.7% ¥ ) |
o HogIR SREAT: 3.5% (ST H 7.3% 3 =) |
o IUHET TR-EHTS TT: (-6.3%), 8 AR | Ta ool Tpa- |
. fadgd:
o R TRMEM (27 AT I WY 3R ShEge! guR (Ridar & 3id ) 3t d siidps! & ufvafard
TR gLl

Qfae dg

. 3ENf® It J@HIP (1IP):
o i) 3R HrfcpH Hrafau Harey (@iRas! 3R HrieH Srafau dare™) gRT & HeH
SR} far ST g |
o SMYR T 2011-121
o oTU® &F: fAfFHTT (77.63%), @4 (14.37%), faeTelt (7.99%) |
o SUANT-STUTRT TR0 UUHe axqy, oiTd axqu, Aeaad! aeqy, gHard! efd & I,
IuHIa fewTs, oy, SuMiaa IR-ewrs, axqu|
e [IP T Hed:
o 3NN BTG T 3feuamIfeis UM |
o Fbd T TG SFHMI & oY Yobhdap |
o Hifa fmfor (3NN, Hifse, Iei® ) & Aeg &l gl

4= & forg ffgard

1. GPRTHAD UEY;
o TR A & IPHad & §I¢ T &7 & [I9aR U H=d A1d &1 Myfd ¥ IiG |
o WUt aRgaft Bt gfg v & B Fgdt T %7 avd It B
o Taorch @ g Soif &1 | 3R gfardt aia &t Tfafafy & uR &1 a2id g
2. feparaii:
o T (M IMSTY BT He) HHSIR AT 3R SMYfdi-ues o Fremrsii o gl 3|
o JUIEI IR-FewT3; aegaft & Agpar arfi Yo 3R Wud & ST & 3R FIRT HRAT & |
o UoiTd axgsf &1 g9fg o) ® fiRmae § o wifafafd & It &1 Yobd e g
o ST GUR A 3R AN o1 gl §, Fored Wua snenikd &5 gaa # 7|
3. ifq uRiftrear:
o U DI HiT & foTT Sf&rd ISThINII TgRIAT Dl STIRID |
o T fd iR iR diudens Q@de I I8 W) St demsit & dgd gt i &l
geral 34 &1 HHSIRA! Bt HRUTS Bl bl B
o T georar ar 8- fafiy mur gud fafafor 3k gsivrd axgant & Aeg &R &gl
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STafdh ST H HRA B 33Ul 3fg 4% WR IS 1A & 3ex1d &I Ja-1 | YR DI qTd! §, S[els o Hat
&g Srige 1 SOMR HRA! ¢ G, Wil I SR fostelt areia= e g dfe fafmfor ok
SUHTGAT-TATAd & HHOIR §- gU o | T IR e uR & forg, Aifemd Iurl & 74 & TogR,
7021 P FGTaT < 3R SMTYfct 4T B Folgd PR TR T o1 AT | 371 I HHH! & Ul geiT b Siewet
JUR 3R <R H Seara 9 S nfd § GuR giar g a1 1|

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

F I PP (IIP) & IR H FEfaiad $y= wR faar s

1. Ug iR 3R SRIHH HIa-au HATed & ded batd TiRkeIe! e gRT AIYS 0 I SR} fbar S
gl

2. 1IP T YR T 2011-12 B

3. 1P # fafAmior &85 &1 el J8T YR B
SWFd HYEl T W HH-T1/3 T8 8/8?
(a) had 1 3R 2

(b) Had 2 3R 3

(c) Had 1 3R 3

(d)1,2 3R 3

3R : d)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

TY: HogHR SRAR 3R -SRI TaeR] H 8T1d & SMRATRU! el # TR1aC 315 81 I8 HRd H STHIT
1 AT & TR T o7 ST 82 39 e, b JATYH & 1w Hfovrd Iurr G| (250 RMsg)
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YR 3R YeH e, e, Tpia 3R oFifas Jgant # fAfed teh sifgdi oy dey” arenad € |
HAfaeiac! Bl AGgd AT 39 TGR! T Th o WH g1 9 e H, &1 7T Yad Yusd! ! °Uyor -
BIHAIR-TAG (3FH-YH) 3R TARGIC-THS (UTH STd-Ye™) - fguefta Jeiek &) 7ex1 v o1 fgzn o
& HgaqUl HeH g

Two railway links to offer
easy connectivity to Bhutan

Kokrajhar-Gelephu and Banarhat-Samtse lines will run to a total distance of 89 km; they will be

developed at a cost of 4,033 crore; Railway Minister says project will boost economy, tourism

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Centre on Mon-
T day announced
two rail links with a

total distance of 89 km bet-
ween India and Bhutan —
Kokrajhar-Gelephu  (As-
sam) and Banarhat-Samtse
(West Bengal) — at a cost of
34,033 crore.

These two projects are
part of the first set of rail
connectivity projects bet-
ween India and Bhutan,
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri announced at a press
conference.

The memorandum of
understanding (MoU) for
these projects was signed
during Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s visit to Bhu-
tan in March 2024 and a
formal agreement was
signed here on the occa-
sion of the Bhutanese Fo-
reign Secretary’s visit to
New Delhi.

“India is the largest trad-
ing partner of Bhutan.
Most of the EXIM trade of
Bhutan is through Indian
ports, therefore, it be-
comes very important to
have seamless rail connec-
tivity for the Bhutanese
economy to grow, and for
the Bhutanese people to
have better access to the

Strategic link: Railway Board CEO Satish Kumar, Union Minister Ashwini Vaishaw, Foreign Secretary

,;1'

Vikram Misri, and MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal announcing the Bhutan rail link on Monday. ANI

global network,” Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said.

For Vande Bharat trains
The Minister said the two
rail links would provide
Bhutan access to 1,50,000
km of the Indian railway
network. While the Kokraj-
har-Gelephu rail link
would be developed over
the next four years, the Ba-
narhat-Samtse line would
be constructed over a pe-
riod of three years. The
railway lines would be de-
signed for running Vande
Bharat trains. The former
will have six stations, two

viaducts, 29 major bridges,
65 minor bridges, two
good sheds, one flyover
and 39 underpasses. The
latter will include two sta-
tions, one major flyover, 24
minor flyovers, and 37 un-
der passes. It will be deve-
loped at a cost of 577
crore.

“This will provide a lot
of economic benefits to the
people, in terms of tou-
rism, industrial growth,
people-to-people  move-
ment, and goods move-
ment. Practically, every be-
nefit that railway brings
will happen with this,” Mr.
Vaishnaw added.

The Government of In-
dia has pledged 10,000
crore in development as-
sistance to Bhutan for its
13th Five-Year Plan running
from 2024 to 2029. This
funding doubles the sup-
port provided during the
12th Plan.

Bhutan is also set to be-
nefit from the Jogighopha
Inland Waterways Tran-
sport Terminal, opened in
February. The two nations
have also collaborated on
five major hydropower
projects — Chukha, Tala,
Mangdechhu, Kurichhu,
and the recently complet-
ed Punatsangchhu II.
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. UfgiETS Bt gyom:
o PIPIGR-TIAG ATS (SRTH-YCH): Tl TR@UT, 4 auf § T o S|
o TARGIE-UH AT (UiEH STd-HeH): 3 I1d & O i Set|
e B gl 89 fah,
e P AR 34,033 TS (3hd TARGIE-THE 577 HRIS) |
. fEomE: F A 9 YRA ol 1 Ia | T g
. fORITATE: TEt SR ATe gaTs @ YU o oIt gd, gd, Jd, WIH, TR 3R 3fexum|
. 3w TRRT: TfeT, AR, SiEnfie [ 3R AT & vl & o Tuh &l ggrar STl
o OHIAP TEEA: YR A YT &1 1341 Taauiig IieT (2024-29) & T 210,000 RIS HI fad™
TR & 1 arel fa, St el a1 g9d9 F A 31
o AT FHAGEIAC]/TGIANT: S THIRT AT STaHT fHTd (BRax! 2025), R I, e, HIGg, HR,
AT 1| SRt Siafaggd uRareHg|

wifae da

1. URA-YCTH HdY:
o Tt BT IR (1949, AU 2007): fguelta Taie &1 oMeR|
o 3P TGN HRA YT BT T 81 ARG HFGR 3R f[dhT Tgrrdr aieHddl g
o I faggd Fe-id: e faggd FganT" e AeaR! HT dafeg o
2. YRd & ¢ Ye™ &1 ami® Aga:
o HRA 3R I & i U IR AT & Y H &1 Rl g
o RIS BINSR (R ) B JR&M & oIt Agayul R |
o Y™ H fRRAr YR B gaitR JRem § aireH it 8
3. uftag o FAfFefadt Heifa:
o Tel §s PAGLIa! Tae 3%k Uler 3R Sieiestd @, Y, YRd, AuTd) & & dgd
&g THIHR BT Holgd HRAT ]
o famIe® Frfaefad! Toie &1 qudH a1 g |

UHTG
1. 3fYds:

YR SExIME1 o AW ¥ Y™ & fHaid & derar e
o Yo H Wi 3R e fae &1 g o91aT 5|
. T UR SR SR & My sRaame # GUR a1 Bl
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2. JUHITa®:

. HURA S Y UG AT DI TTERT HRb Y H I UHTT BT GevTaar b
. femerdt dm R, foRiy U § Jae=ia damadt 83 & U YRd B Uhe &I Aoigd Rl ¢ |

3. Ao 3R AiPpia:

o I TfaedT & ATeaH J Al O A & dig Judh 91T g
. PIY-URPAB AEH-USH 3R Afed et & dened Bl g |

4.833%@#13:‘{01:

o SR STaHTT aRASHIST R HSEl U8dh/arg Aedd & R g
. UaR ¥ Aecl-Ared HAfacac! & YR & ERDHIU &I AHR B+ H Jag dal ¢ |

e

& YRA-YH Yad i bad giard! aian uRaemrsil O wgt $ifie § - 3 gl o1l & g 3 Thtaur,
O Ay 3R IRPfae Tud &1 Ui 8 | HRd & 1,50,000 fhaex & Yed Hedd adb YT &l
U ST, 3 URAISHT 7 Fhad fguela Tael o Aogg it afes fgumea & yRa & urifae f&al ot ot
TR HT | ST o HRA Y™ &1 3U-T fas™ T8l & QAT &R 38T 8, dHfaedc! aRaeHTe &3 & Jrgn
T 3R qReM AT H=A & e Hdtg S+ g

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

wy: aRaIeTSH SR <=M & fFafafad oig wR faar o3
1. TG STdfdggd URASHT — Y

2. SHURI HRAT STafdggd URASHT - AUTed
3. A diY gRAISHT - ”AR

Suiad g § | HH-T1/ TE) AR 8/87
(a) had 1

(b) HIT 1 3R 2

(c) Had 2 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

3xiR: (d)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

H: YT foier SToT Taa ol 311 HgaT 3R Y-Irofildh UM Gl ol | YR ! W1 G
3R fagwr =fifa & fow s fFAfgandf &1 s fazaso &3 (150 W)
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HY HRA DI JrH0T 3rfoqawat &1 g a1 §s & SR Al 4Dl (42%) &1 Jad F31 /T AR <t B
B & oI iy T Afgensll & JAshR & o gfs @ 8, dfde 378 & T oY s uikaie
YD €, S TRATHD SRHTS B &R &1 TRATGIDR0T & o1 T8 "SI BT ARISR0T AfGesfi & "ga
T faer & fore gHifaat U1 ol §, T8 ao b afye amaR SR fefsrea uienfifeat 9u saeR Wi g

[ DATA POINT

Shravani Prakash
Anjhana Ramesh

omen-led develop-
w ment has been recog-
nised as a structural

game-changer for advancing In-
dia’s economic ambitions, yet its
full potential remains under-lever-
aged. Nowhere is harnessing this
potential more urgently than in
the agriculture sector, the back-
bone of India’s economy and the
largest employer of its women.

Despite their growing presence
on farms, women’s contributions
remain systematically unremuner-
ative. By leveraging recent shifts in
trade and technology, India has an
unprecedented opportunity to un-
lock pathways that recognise wo-
men as equal partners in agricultu-
ral transformation.

In the past decade, structural
shifts in the Indian workforce have
drawn rural men into higher-pay-
ing non-farm jobs, leaving women
to replace them to do the agricul-
tural work. As a result, women’s
employment in agriculture surged
by 135%, and they now account for
over 42% of the sector’s workforce.
Two out of every three working
women are now in agriculture.

Yet, this rise has come with di-
minishing returns. Nearly half of
the women in agriculture are un-
paid family workers, with their
numbers jumping 2.5 times from
23.6 million to 59.1 million in just
eight years (Chart 1). As a result,
today, one in three working wo-
men in India is unpaid. In States
such as Bihar and Uttar Pradesh,
more than 80% of women workers
are in agriculture, and over half of
them receive no wages (Map 2).

Much of this invisibility stems
from systemic inequities. Women
are not officially recognised as
farmers, own only 13-14% of land
holdings, and earn 20-30% less
than men for equivalent work. As-
set ownership, decision-making
power, and access to credit and go-

More women employed in agriculture, but half of them are unpaid

Global trade trends, technology, and land and labour reforms can help bridge the gap

vernment support remain male-
dominated, trapping women in
low-value activities.

As a result, women’s greater
participation has not translated in-
to higher income for the economy,
as agriculture’s share of the nation-
al GVA fell from 15.3% in 2017-18 to
14.4% in 2024-25. Therefore, the
‘feminisation of agriculture; has,
in a way, reinforced inequities
rather than enabling women’s eco-
nomic empowerment.

Global trade trends are opening
new windows for women’s eco-
nomic inclusion in agriculture.
The India-U.K. Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA), for example, is pro-
jected to boost Indian agricultural
exports by 20% within three years,
granting duty-free access to over
95% of agricultural and processed
food products. From rice, spices,
and dairy to ready-to-eat meals, In-
dian producers will benefit from
premium market access, with safe-
guards in place for sensitive sec-
tors. Many of these export-orient-
ed value chains employ a
significant share of women (Chart
3). If FTA-embedded provisions
for womnen, such as training, credit
access, and market linkages, are
catalysed, it could enable women’s
transition from farm labourers to
income-generating entrepreneurs.

The greatest opportunity lies in
enabling women to move from un-
paid, low-value tasks into higher-
margin segments such as process-
ing, packaging, branding, and ex-
porting. With global demand
rising for organic products and su-
perfoods, India’s value chains for
tea, spices, millets and certified or-
ganic produce are poised for ex-
pansion — sectors where women
are already strongly represented.
Geographical Indications, brand-
ing initiatives, and support for
meeting export standards can help
women producers shift from sub-
sistence farming toward premium,
value-added product markets.

Without targeted measures, wo-
men risk being excluded from the
export-led opportunities emerging
in Indian agriculture. Digital inno-

vations can play a decisive role in
bridging this gap. Platforms such
as e-NAM, mobile-based advisory
services, voice-assisted applica-
tions, and precision agriculture
tools are already connecting wo-
men to markets, knowledge sys-
tems, and financial services. These
solutions help formalise women’s
labour while expanding access to
schemes, credit, and fair pricing.

However, these benefits are
contingent on overcoming structu-
ral barriers such as low digital lite-
racy, language gaps, and limited
access to affordable devices. Tack-
ling these challenges requires col-
lective action by all ecosystem ac-
tors — government, private sector,
NGOs, self-help groups, and Farm-
er Producer Organisations (FPOs).

Encouragingly, promising mo-
dels are emerging. Al-enabled so-
lutions such as the government’s
BHASHINI platform and Micro-
soft-Al4Bharat’s Jugalbandi are ex-
tending multilingual, voice-first ac-
cess to government services. L&T
Finance’s Digital Sakhi pro-
gramme has trained rural women
in digital and financial literacy
across seven States.

At the State level, Odisha’s
Swayam Sampurna FPOs show-
case how technology can position
women farmers at the forefront of
export competitiveness. The Jhala-
wari Mahila Kisan Producer Com-
pany in Rajasthan leverages digital
tools for direct sales and branding.
Multi-stakeholder training pro-
grams for women farmers in As-
sam’s tea sector focus on diverse
areas. It is important to scale up
and emulate these platforms.

To transform women’s role in
agriculture, land and labour re-
forms are equally vital. Policies
must recognise women as inde-
pendent farmers by promoting
joint or individual land ownership,
which in turn strengthens their
eligibility for credit, insurance,
and institutional support.

Shravani Prakash and Anjhana Ramesh are
with ICRIER’s EPWD (Economic Policies for
Women Led Development) Programme

Allwork, no pay

The data for the charts were sourced from the Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS),2023-24

Chart 1: The number of women in the agriculture sector who are unpaid
family workers

(in million)
2017-18

2023-24 -

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60

Chart 2: Proportion
of women (in %)

in agriculture who
received no wages
according to the
Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS), 2023-24
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One in three working
women in India is
unpaid. In States such
as Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh, more than

80% of women workers

are in agriculture, :
and over half of them A\ {
receive no wages Wy A
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Chart 3: Proportion of men and women involved with crops with high export value

Il Male B Female (in %)

Fruits, berries and vegetables - A A A Y T
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wheat | ST

Oil seeds - ) W1
rice T T
Shrimps and other crustaceans m_ﬂ
spices LTS BT
N—
Meat, dairy and poultry {IEC T

o ' 26 46 66 8&) ‘ 100

qdAT HeH

fd oz o Y & Afganst & IR & 135% & i 83 8

Tt HrEwmTST Aigars § ¥ 2/3 3@ H A T g3 8l

3{Adfe HH: 3fddfe UIRAIRG HolgR! & &9 H B B arell Afgenal &1 W2 2.5 T 941 (8
aut o 23.6 faifera — 59.1 ffera= ) |
fIgR 3R I Uex & HN & 80 ufawrd § sifdre wigar 4w, ond J it srddfis
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. YA Tl Aigarsit & U dad 13-14% Y 1

o O IR THM ST & oY AfFATS Gosi &1 a1 H 20-30% HH HAN & |
I Aigdl YFGR! & S1deg HIY BT SdT fGRAT 15.3% (2017-18) ¥ UTHR 14.4% (2024-25) —
|

AT S e,
. AfAs Bl R MYBING dR W fHIHl & U & A=gdr Tel & St g — BT, d1H], Jfeus! db
RS Ugd glcil g

. Ul & @i SR Al o9 @ 2fad gou-ua= 91 g3 ]
I-AIoH Wl o Iolid HH-He, Faig nfafaftral # vwe mam

SUI TQ AR
1. 3y OUR T

.  HRA-foe WA — 3 auf d SN fFaia & 20 wfa=rd &1 3 &1 A= B

. PRI I s @rea, 7eTd, 39, TR @) AR F e 99 R B IR &t B

. I AUR TG § e Traum @fiemn, 07, 96R ke 2 § — Aftan Bfaer aeigsl ¥
Sgftal/ fafde! @) 8k §¢ ol B

2. Mt 3R feforea gaRw=

. 3T, IS Y IUBIT, USR-S FATgHR U o WehiH — Afgarsii & 96k, T4 3R
U WIS B

. TIMTS-TeH IUHRUT: YIS, HISHIIUC-USMS4HR Bt SFTded oISl ddb SgHTS, STarsl-gyd
q@'ﬂ—»l

. WUWQ:

NS & W WRbde THUISN |

TSR 1 TeATas] Afger fooae Idrges Ul |

3T & 1T &F & UiREI0 HrHH |

fSioTed/foxia rerdr & fow Tausd! wig-g & fsioea gl

3. gea = 3R wifgw

. T, FETS, STORT, Wide Iarel H Afgansii &1 SReR ufaffia g1
. SRS &, ST, YpfonT 3R Fafd Al & 1 w1 Afee Iares! & for 3= Jifvh - |

4. Yf¥r 3T 99 gUR

. Tiearsi & oy Sged/aafaaTd YH Wiiia & geral ¢l
. Afgarsi o Wda fBuHl & T § Idl 1 TRINTT GgTdl, BUT 3R o191 & g ursdl — |

O @] @) @]
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. B BT ARIDROT: YR STET HIY HrIad H Afgarsil & TR Tgdl 8, HRR TR-HN AIHRAT
H g3 & U™ & HRU|
. UTERTS oM
o HAfgdr feou TxIfadem o uRaeHT [Had)) |
o GHead 3fdIgy ANl - THRUALH |
o UUTTHA G&A T URIRGRUT I IS BT SNTATRE [T |
o UeH forae T [fY @fems & THaY R 989) |

UHIq

HPRIHD DI

. HY-BRgd § Aigas B ggdl RRIGRT = A 31T & Jerar &1 B |
. fSfoTea 3Rk R QuR Afganst & H-IeH &1 I6d |
. Hieamsi & YHg (@udTEsl, THUS) Freeh 9w & semar ¢ 9od gl

faiaran:

. A AP B = 5 g3 it SHHdT|
. YRR + HH uRTURT Wit = AR Aiearst ot Wfad |
o GURI & o1, "B BT ARIBROM Afgelsf Bl TRGd I & Told SIS ! Holgd BT |

e

YR &1 HY uRads Afganst & 9 RauRe & 0 § U fa1 9%a 76 81 9oal g1 Safe dad
YIieRY T & ST HRl §, Sfddi-d 3R HH Yoo aTdl HIH WUMCNTd SIS &1 GRidl 8 | AR
& 3aeR], fEfored ARy iR YfH-97 uRi &) Afgarst & Add are e & 1Y SNeHR, YR FY &
TR B! T AT & FHIART, fedhra, SR fFaid-3=1 faem & Arf § 9ed uedi g

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: BT & 3fihsl b IR, YR & HIY HrAad T fha-T Uia=Ia AT MU &2
a) 33% b) 42% ¢) 50% d) 60% IT: (b)

UY: URA HiY T Afgarssi &1 YFiER 3R 31§ YR o ot fefored menfifedl 3R uR uRr! o
YfHehT Dt S B (150 RMeq)
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FA3S ST, T3S, FART T 3R TTgeR TR&M & I H Tag-1=ia axgafl, Manfifear iR faforea
gFardt g 1 e [ doft § Hee Ul 81T ST 81 8 | IR SReHE (S&eqU), U sguay fafd g
TIRT, DI GIeY FUANT aTet! aegail iR WERIfRdl & TR B Ah & forg fSome fovar mar o011 graiiies,
dH-ID! TR o 1Y, SHD URUNRS id AT 1 7Y &, FoT guie Witedd, Farss Harshi 3R fefoea
TR oo o & § 3 85 s TN g |

An overhaul: Cermnonst

Vasudevan Mukunth

e modern Internet is built on

vaist computing backbores that

avery small number of

companies control. Among
them, Microsoft has become
Indispensable to governments worldwide
Hut when les infrastructure wis used 1o
deepen Israel’s repression of Palestinlany,
the eplsoc ed difficule questions
About how export reglmes can govern
services they may never have imagined
when those rules were drafted, Export
regimes are international agreements
between supplier countries to control the
export of sensitive goods and
technologies to prevent the proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction,

The Wassenaar Arrangement

A particularly important instrument is the
Wassenaar Arrangement, a multilateral
“export control regime” for conventional
arms and dual-use goods and
technologdes. In a voluntary coordination
framework, its participating states
commit to control Nsts and exchange
information while allowing cach
Hovernment 1o retain its discretion on
licensing, implementation, and
enforcement,

In 2013, the Arrangement expanded to
include controls on “intrusion software”,
that is, software designed to bypass or
defeat security protections of networks
and certain surveillance or
cybersurvelllance systems. The structure
of the Arvangement was however
concefved In an era when control meant
physical exports of devices, chips,
hardware modules, etc,, and software
transfers were written off as incidental,

As a result, many technology and
information tlows related to cloud
services fall in grey areas. For example,
the Arrangement doesn’t always treat the
access, use or administration of software
to be an export in every context, and
allows countries to differ on how they
interpret a technology transfer. The
software-as-a-service (Saas) model in
particular complicates matters because

here the user remotely Invokes a
functionality instead of installing it
Tocally, and the Arrangement can't say
whether that’s an export of a controlled
technology.

Moreover, as the Arrangement is based
on consensis, any member can block
moditications, And even when a
technology is controlled, the
Arrangement requires individual
countries to implement controls as per
thelr domestic export control legisdation,
which often differs in ambition and
political will. As i result, the
Arrangement's coverage Is patchy and
many states have loopholes to allow
“defensive security research” and internal
technology transfers.

A nced to re-evaluate
India folned the Wassenaar Arrangement
In 2017 and incorporated ts lists into its
Special Chemicals, Organisms, Materials,
Equipment, and Technologies
framework, Yet like many participating
states, its engagement has largely been
about securing legitimacy in glohal
export-control regimes rather than
pressing for the Arrangement to adapt to
the era of the clowd. As a result, even as
membership of the forum has been
widening, the regime remains unable to
address the technologies most likely to be
misused for surveillance and repression
To bring the Arrangement into
operational relevance, Its scope needs 1o
expand significantly, For example, its list
of controlled technologies should
explicitly include infrastructure and
services that enable karge scale
surveillance, profiling, discrimination,
and real-time control and systems that
break national boundaries (for example,
regional biometric systems or
cross-border data transfers linked to
policing). Including such technologies in
the control lists would require devising
criteria for capacity thresholds and
carving out defensive, henign uses under
strict safeguards and licensing.
Second, a major obstacle is
contrel regimes still conceprualise
‘export’ as physical transfer or download,

0 AzuRr
OR APARTHEID

END ALL AZURE
CONTRACTS WITH IOF

w march in suppoet of Palestinisns near the Micrasoft Build conference, caling for the termination of Microsolt's Asure cont

The Wassenaar Arrangement: the need to
reform export control regimes

While the Arrangement has expanded to include controls on ‘intrusion software’, the structure of the Arvangement is such that control means
physical exports of devices, chips, and hardware modules. As a result, many information flows related to doud services fall in grey areas

1o the clond, an export can also be
remotely executed or invoked in AP calls
The Arrangement thus needs binding
guidunce thut treats remote enablement,
authorisation, and granting
administeation rights as equivalent w
export Iif they provide access to i
controlled technology, The Arrangement
should also embed end-se controls more
systematically. Whilke classical export
control ks ahout military use or the
profiferation of weapons of mass
destruction, for cloud services and digital
survelllance the risk s mass human rights
abuses, For Instance, the license w use
some technology shoukd depend on the
Item's technical specs as well as on the
identity of the user, the jurisdiction, the
oversight regime, the legal mandate, and
the risk of misusc.

Third, the Arrangement's voluntary
nature is & weakness In high-risk settings.
Stutes should instead adopt 4 binding
treaty or framework with obligations that
include mandimtory minfmum standards
for Heensing, mandatory export denial in
atrocity-prone jurisdictions, and
supervision by peer review,

Fourth, cloud services are global: 4
user in one country can trigger concermns
in another. National licensing suthorities
must share information and align their
policy decisions, To this end, the
Arrangement should include technical
interoperability standards, a shared
watchlist of Magged customers or entities,
and exchange red alerts in real-time, for
example, when a cloud provider offers
certain services (o a blacklisted state,

Fifth, cloud and Al technology move a
high velocity, and the Arrangement needs
10 be equally agile, This can be facilitated
by a specialised technical committee or
secretariat that's cmpowered to propose
interim updates, fast-track high priority
controls, and receive inputs from
independent experts. The Arrangement
should consider adopting a sunset
mechanism that causes items to fall out of
the control list unless their inclusion is

1

5 with tseael in Washington, U.S. an May 21, 2024, neuTens

domaln-specific control reglme for Al
digital survelllance, cyber weapons, etc
which aligns with the overall regime while
possessing the ability to evolve faster,

Is such reform realistic?
Some powerful states may resist stricter
controls of cloud services by wrguing it
would stifle Innovition, so ity
and/or Impose unduoe regulatons on
private industry. A small number of
hoddouts stll block changes to the
Arrangement as It exists, especlally those
thist benefit from providing survelllance
technologies abroad. Further, mapping
cloud systems to control categories;
detine thresholds; distinguishing benign
versus malign use, and implementing
cross-border leensing is an extremely
Intricate enterprise,

Seill, & pragmatic path Is possible - and
perhaps necessarily under the
Arrangement, Some states, especially in
the EU, are already pushing national
export controls on “high technologles'
currently beyond the Arrangement’s
reich. The EU's dual-use regulation now
treats the rransmission of cond services
s potentially subject to rules that apply
1o dual-use technologies,

There's also leverage, as specified
under the UN Guiding Principles, because
cloud providers are large and
interconnected.

Stricter export controls could join
corporate human rights duty frameworks
and limits on public procurement to
reinforce incentives on providers to refuse
CETTAI CUSIOMErs,

At present, the Arrangement still
retains normative weight, with many
national export control systems, but
especially the U.S. Export Administration
Regulations and the EU dual use rules,
drawing from it

Microsoft's own whitepaper on export
controls refers to such regimes as part of
its compliance framework. In practice,
however, the realities of cloud services
and SaaS expose significant gaps,

renewed. In fact, given the addi
challenge of global consensus, the
Arrangement may also consider hosting a

dering the Art: incapable of
being a credible shield against the misuse
of cloud services
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1. 9AR RwHe (WA) & IR o
o 1996 UG (fagm snenfa) |
o 42 YT T aTdl Il & 1Y U Wfesdh agueld FHafa FRor sawil (WRd 2017 § i
g
o I URURS BRART R algx SUANT ard A1 3R Wefifeal & gxiaRol § R R
1 ST G SHRTTIT YR&f 3R FRRCT H AT BT
o v et o ATenH ¥ BT HRAT § - G AU G SR qeY SUANT arell axgeft iR
Trenfiferat o |
2. YRd & foe yrifiiearn
o HRd D ol AUIR H 59! IRa & d¢Tdl o
o YRd DI I W] axga3il I Ugd & Hag HRdl g
o URHY] 3MYfderd] THg (TSI B! TawadT & o HRA & HHd &1 Aoled [ohdT|
3. forafa fFrdsor saawaren @t =T YT
o IeRY: UHfg® a1 & IUART (WMDs) & TR i b1 |
o SRV URHTY SHTYfcichdi g (TALHS), e Wefiiet s e @adiier),
i for Tg, IR a1 (S&U) |

IHTE e

1. IATT WA ThHad & |1Y THT
o A ¥ Y Hifdw afd @ReR, faw, sTsam Arega) & g 3|
o fb fSfoed M — U &3 gUUS AUeadR, T3HTs UV, FAFS Ay, TS, GR&
RIS HYPR|
o TP ASARNT SHYBTRT H SRR 78 Ab1b! — VRIS HIATTIH W WA BT HH gl © |
2. IeTEYYI gTgaTSe fohaT I
o TRHITE F FISS SWHRETR BT IUIN HiAT AR W IoREd & ATRMT Hraf § far Srar
g, oo T R 9aTd Jod |
o WA Tg URYIT & H o § fh R Titkeaar thaRiy "faia” &1 6+ & § a1 -1al|
3. qad™ dF | SiavTd
o Ut waRe H "IETHS AR SHUM" 3R TR ITANT dTd IUHRUN & forg s @nfert — |
o TRHIY] YT & fARId PIg SreadR! AfY g -Tg1 |
o T3S, fam SeT 3R a3 SRt IR dbeites & o SrgaT=iedT &1 SHTd |

fa=zeryor
1. GUR P APl F1 82

o f&fed Aead &1 Asfiaxur Aiucamr Fafd o S uefa - |
o HYAIHATE A B R dh-ldh BT gEUANT — AHAIUGRI & e |
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o UER & 3R gUUS WU BT IgdT G|
2. WA ® gUR @1 gfaar
o YT QRN & 31elT- AT AP fd|
o Ui fomt ot gam § ool @ fasfyd it 81
o AaMER ¥ A5 &7 &1 UY@ @Sdh e, T, 3f) — fafFaee siaR|
3. 3N B I8
o algY IUTNT areht Menfiifesal § uReRiar & fiu sreasr) <1l &1 ufe S|
o SA-fafRy FrEv garis B Hogd Y (T3S, FASS 3R WIZaR ¢ & o) |
o ISR 3R SdTecs! & o Wdd AR el & - %8|

fyafa oo sgawnst (Esgu, THuHs!, THERISR, i THg) & o JgaiT a1l
IRET SATTIDH AT 3R Tad AR & S A Pl deTal G|

e

TR IR, gTaifer Ui U & Aeayul §, Fass HWfeT, TS 3R TUUs Toedr & i | doft
YR BT ¢ 2191 Het B Fefored Urenfifasar o forg fafa feor ! urifiies 59 & fog guR s
g, U8 YR 3 gT fob 3 AHTIIBRY 3R TaaR W=l & 991Y 9 U df¥d GRefM &I &M &d g
YRA & Y, YUR 989 & Iithg UFGRT 7 Had 30+ dd-id! SR IUHITA® fgdl & Xe/l ®dl §, dieh Th
forieR 3f¥e wfed & =0 o 59! fufd & +ff st 31

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

TY: TRIFR AR (S&9U) & "a¢ J Fafaied 3 R faar &9

1. U5 Uga Y GR&M IRYE & d8d U SR AiY 5l

2. T8 URUNSD gRTRY 3R qIex STTNT aTelt avqai 3R menfifeal R fafa fRdzor § Jefta 31
3. YRd 2017 H aRFR 3ReHe T i gafl

SWRIgd § ¥ DI I/ HYF Ta! 8/8?

(a) Pad 1 3R 2

(b) Had 2 3R 3

(c) Had 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

STR: (b) had 2 3R 3

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: AR AT, gTdlif 200! ol § AUl 6, TS, FASS DT 3R JUUS FHeddR oiel SRl

Teififerar ¥ o & forg srai 31 a%ﬁuﬁﬁmmw&ﬁﬁﬁmﬁalwmlwwlﬁl (150
RMeq)
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3-H ORI (FAae-d AUTRIP) fSiored g o ad Mk waferoia ok sifdfe gHIfaal & 9 T & =0 H ST
g1 SUHIE Iaaei-ad | ool ¥ gfa & 1Y, URd A 2022 H 4.17 faferm Mifiesw e 3-Fer1 I foar,
R § Had Ts [AgTs &1 MU odl & HIeqd o Iferd foam T o7l sFaie & & Y@ 3R
e d & Sfavrer 3 Hifa Fmfareit & e e iR gfen Ger & 31

E-waste collection faces gaps as
informal sector plays huge role

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Even as the Centre nudges
local electronics manufac-
turing via the push for
semiconductor fabrication
and the Electronics Com-
ponent Manufacturing
Scheme - gaps have
emerged in a critical sector
that may assume more im-
portance in the years to
come: e-waste recycling.

With millions of tonne
of consumer electronics
and appliances disposed of
in recent years, policymak-
ers see extracting expen-
sive and scarce metals and
elements as key as elec-
tronics use is set to boom
in the coming years.

While hundreds of mil-
lions of mobile phones are
in use in India, with TRAI
pegging the number of mo-
bile broadband connec-
tions in excess of 93.9
crore, India constitutes on-
ly about 4%, of global elec-
tronics consumption.

As global electronics’
supply chains stay fragile,
the Centre has pushed to
boost local manufacturing
capacity as well as a 31,500
crore mineral recycling
scheme announced in ear-
ly September.

Recycling elements such
as copper, aluminum, nick-
el, cobalt and lithium, has
shown growing impor-
tance, with the Centre in-
troducing an “extended
producer responsibility”
(EPR) framework for ap-
pliances and electronics to
be collected by the original
manufacturers, for har-
vesting materials expen-
sive to procure from the
open market, or suffer
from geopolitical risks
such as China’s decision to
curb the exports of rare
earth elements (REEs).

Major irritant: Informal set-ups have frustrated policymakers, as

they focus on repairing products by harvesting components.

A 2023 report by the In-
dian Cellular and Electron-
ics Association pointed to a
key hurdle in creating a
“circular economy” for
such products — where me-
tals and elements from so-
called end-of-life products
can be reintroduced into
supply chain — viz. domi-
nation of informal sector”.

Policymakers’ dilemma
These set-ups have frus-
trated policymakers, as
they focus on repairing
products by harvesting
parts from used goods and
operate outside any formal
framework that can even-
tually lead to recycling be-
ing a viable source of key
raw materials for manufac-
turing firms. Even within
the government’s EPR fra-
mework, accusations of
“paper trading” abound,
with recyclers allegedly
overstating the goods they
are recycling to win incen-
tive payments.

“Some players are in-
dulging in malpractices to
earn financial benefits
without having either the
capability or the capacity
for metal extraction, which
needs to be exposed,” San-
dip Chatterjee, an adviser
to think tank Sustainable
Electronics Recvclinﬁ In-

ternational (SERI), who
worked on e-waste issues
for decades at the Ministry
of Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology, told
The Hindu. These copper,
steel, gold and aluminium
extracting operations need
“third-party auditing to en-
sure best practices on envi-
ronmental safeguarding,
land] due diligence of
downstream vendors for
the fate of those materials
till disposal,” he added.

Material traceability
Dr. Chatterjee also said
“material traceability” was
a huge problem, since ir-
regularities (or impossibili-
ty) in inventorying pro-
ducts floating around in
informal markets and even
registered recyclers were
hampering visibility into
what materials can actual-
ly be recycled and used in
products. He also pushed
for repairing products
more and prolonging their
life as a measure in e-waste
management. But even
there it was important for
for visibility in the life cycle
of individual products.
Inventorying is critical
as western countries count
a product sold as potential
e-waste soon after sale un-
like in India, where gadgets

may go through multiple
owners before wearing out
beyond repair. “Presently,
inventory has been en-
trusted to State Pollution
Control Boards,” he said.
“They never use a uniform
method suited to India and
international figures of e-
waste generation are al-
ways different.”

But the statistics, as they
are, still represent major
volumes. Dr. Chatterjee cit-
ed an estimate of 4.17 mil-
lion metric tonne of e-
waste generated in 2022
alone in India, and said
that only a third of this
waste is processed through
“proper channels”

Nitin Gupta, founder,
Attero, an electronics recy-
cling firm, said the Central
Pollution Control Board,
which operates the portal
recyclers use, “has started
carrying out audits of va-
rious recyclers in the last
five months,” and over 50
firms were audited, with
those showing discrepan-
cies being acted against.

Mandi-style unit

Attero has set up a large
metals recycling opera-
tion, aggregating even in-
formal set-ups into a “man-
di"-style stream. While the
current proportion of recy-
cled precious metals and
rare-earths in domestic
supply chains is “negligi-
ble,” as per Mr. Gupta, he
asserted with the right pol-
icy push, “India can meet
70% of its rare earth mate-
rials requirements in the
next 18 months.”

The “percentage of how
much impact recycling has
had, has been improving
year on year,” Mr. Gupta
added. “In India, gold,
copper, aluminium and
steel are majorly reco-
vered,” Dr. Chatterjee said.
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1. §-Pd% BT UfeHTIT
o ZaaeMd 3R fASTell & IUSBRN YA Sitaq I & 3id & §IE B foU I 3 |
o TUH HeaaM YTqE (T, T, wifesH), oy gt dd iR WAt uerd (@i, R, Hefiam)
M g
2. YRd ¥ B e
o 3-HARI (YEYH) FIH, 2016 — foRaRa IdTE® STRERIE FHSMR) U fpar T 5|
o JUGH U IATG! I ST HoR & T8 AR TAHhUl & e foieR |
o CPCB (HSIg UGHUT 01 §18) 3UTeH &1 f R #xaT 7 |
3. dfye wad
o TN §-a%¢ AMFER (2020) & 3FER, gHAT R T A1 50 e e ¥ ot §-FerT
JTF gl g
o M 3R 3ANBT & d1g YR TRRT Jad F37 9 B

IdHT e

1. 3feRTe 3R gt
o SHIUEIR® &F HT UYT: ThU SR 3R BT TAAHUN B ad HRA & HIB I 3-HaR B
U & |
o UREHRIAT BT 3{HTT: AT BT Udl A HI &HdT TR 8, 3dc! Repls ST ]
o U fET: U5l d& o dSigpd Gl Y TiciTe= &1 araT - & fog JNTsfadT &l §¢l-
IGIHR JaId g |
o SR e T 3R URT o STeRial Uarl o YRI& &0 I IATerd o1 faar orar g |
2. AP UaTd
o %1,500 PRI DI AHAA TS G Gioi1 H1 Lor|
o Y AR 3R Wfidresdex Ao R SR 2|
o rdietet A BT 81 H 50+ YAdhudbaisll &1 Siifee fovar; fagfaat o 1=
3. TG &= Bt YfarwT
o T SUTNT 3R TR Ypid ! Mefed Har g
o [P Tumgfaet 3R AR UeH FRdl g
o SMIUIRG UHAIBRUI Hg b U H "Hel-Lell BT SH-A" BT I |

fiftrma gfem o e

1. MU= &3 & ATH
HH AN aTell AR 1R T SUUNT bl 9¢TaT &l 8
RIS HiADT P oY AR TaT HRar

SHIHT TR R S1siaaT &l 9gH H Heg Rl g

@) O @) @)
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2. gHfaa
o SR URRDHRUI & HRUT GATGRUNT T |
o SaTacal 3R SfuERe RAET o7 UG |
o INER &1 dT M SR AR H e |
3. 3T PIE
o STAR + SFURS &5 & HISd BT THIHRU|
o ZUISMR 3FUTEH &1 HeTs U HacH|
o UrENfe-gem Srgfae gd &1 SuanT|
o YRIE YT & ot o1 SRl |
o AT IR & HH T & AW gy gl urgsii &1 Uity IR & ohfgd fovar Smem |

e

YRA H 3-%HRT Y49 7 Had U Gaiaruiy Ridr g, dfew U IoHifde fde qe7 ot 8, Fifer gad
TG Ha SR TdIHRONT SHull o AU 3Taad Ag@qul Hedl ATd A g1 U b fawyy $t 3R
de1 & e, YRd &1 Ted TR, dabsiier! TaR 3R SR ddl gHAEd #Rd §U SHIYaR® &9 & Uh
NTATRS Gid B THIGhd BT s | Wl AIfadl & 1Y, HRA 5-HaX & G1Id 4 U HedaH T § 98a
THdl g 3R CHS TATeH Yae & U dfYe a1 & U & SR Iohdl 5|

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Y : HRd U 3-8 & IR H FAufafed sy R faar sife:

1. T & d1¢ YRd 3-HaR B g9 BT gORT Y4 981 IAGH ¢ |

2. 3-HRT (WY AW, 2016 7 faxaivd IdTes ITRaIRIG GUISIR) U faa|

3. Het Uyl AU 18 (CPCB) 3- a1 ATl & 3rurad &f AR & e fSieR §1
SWRIgd § § DI I HYF el /7

(a) Pad 1 3R 2

(b) Had 2 3R 3

(c) Had 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

IR: (b) Fad 2 3T 3

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Y : "HRd H 3-PHoRT Y- bad Teb UITaRU
HRAT (150 NVeq)

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

VUF

Vishv ‘.(Q \.
Uhya

[ Foundation

INSTITUTE

CIVIL SERVICES

Page : 08 Editorial Analysis

rom harbouring Osama bin Laden in a

house that was just a stone’s throw away

from its own military academy, to

training and backing groups such as the
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammad
(JeM), Pakistan’s role in fuelling cross-border
terrorism is no longer an allegation. It is a matter
of record. The 2008 Mumbai attacks, the 2019
Pulwama bombing and the attack on tourists in
Pahalgam on April 22, 2025, are events that bear
the unmistakable marks of a terror infrastructure
being nurtured across the border. In response to
the Pahalgam attack, India launched Operation
Sindoor, striking at the roots of this terror
network along the Line of Control. Pakistan faces
growing accusations not only from India but also
from Afghanistan to Balochistan — of fostering
regional instability, crushing dissent and
deepening unrest.

Just a few days ago, India delivered a sharp
rebuttal to Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s speech at the United Nations General
Assembly. Therefore, when a nation long accused
of harbouring terrorists is given the reins of
global counter-terrorism efforts — despite clear
evidence of its terror links — the world should
pause and ask questions.

In June this year, in a decision that sparked
disbelief, Pakistan was to lead two critical United
Nations bodies: the Taliban Sanctions Committee
of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC)
and as the vice-chair of the Counter-Terrorism
Committee of the 15-nation UN body. This
development also came at a time when Pakistan’s
credibility on counter-terrorism was under
scrutiny. On July 1, Pakistan also officially
assumed the Presidency of the UNSC for the
month of July.

In the past, the UN’s decisions to make Libya
as the chair of the UN Human Rights Commission
and Saudi Arabia as the chair of UN Women’s
Rights Commission have come under scrutiny. In
May 2025, the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
approved a $1 billion loan to Pakistan, despite
concerns over its potential misuse for terror
financing. These developments expose significant
loopholes in the UN’s foreign policy and raise
questions about the UN’s commitment to
combating global terrorism.

Terror shelter

The Pahalgam attack highlighted Pakistan’s
continuing role as a haven for terror groups. Hafiz
Saeed, a UN-designated terrorist, has made
several public appearances in recent years
despite serving a sentence for terror financing.
He has often been seen at terror launchpads in
Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir (PoK) but is “in
custody” on paper. The presence of Pakistani
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The world
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oversee global
counter-
terrorism
efforts at the
United Nations

Army personnel, the Pakistani police and
members of civil bureaucracy at the funeral
procession of terrorists killed in Operation
Sindoor, further indicates Pakistan’s open
support for terrorist organisations.

The inclusion of Pakistan in the UN’s counter
terrorism mechanisms exposes troubling gaps
and issues with the global body’s moral and
strategic compass.

First, Pakistan’s long-standing support for
terror groups such as the LeT and JeM, directly
contradicts the objectives of the
Counter-Terrorism Committee. There is adequate
evidence linking Pakistan’s military and
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) to logistical and
tactical support for terror modules. Yet, the UN
prioritised geopolitical considerations over moral
and security imperatives.

Second, the UN’s selection process for
committee leadership lacks stringent vetting for a
country’s compliance with counter-terrorism
standards. Pakistan’s removal from the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF) grey list in October
2022, despite ongoing concerns about terror
financing, exemplifies this leniency.

Third, the decision also reflects a broader
trend of geopolitical manoeuvring within the UN,
where powerful nations support Pakistan’s
elevation to secure economic or strategic
interests. This bias compromises the UN’s
impartiality and risks legitimising Pakistan’s
duplicitous stance on terrorism.

Fourth, by rewarding duplicity with
leadership, the UN sends a dangerous message:
state-sponsored terror can be overlooked if
packaged diplomatically.

The IMF loan to Pakistan — part of a $7 billion
Extended Fund Facility — fuelled controversy
despite India abstaining from the vote. The risk of
funds being misused for terror activities was
cited. However, the timing of the loan, just weeks
after the Pahalgam attack raised ethical questions
on the UN’s commitment to combat global
terrorism.

The UN’s dangerous gamble

In May this year, the Pakistan government
announced a compensation of 14 crore to the
families of terrorists, including relatives of JeM
chief Masood Azhar, who were killed in Indian
strikes When a nation equates terrorists with
martyrs, one does not need to imagine its
commitment to peace.

The UN’s decision to entrust Pakistan with key
counter-terrorism roles, despite its explicit ties to
terrorism, casts a shadow over UN’s integrity and
suggests a troubling disconnect between the UN’s
stated goals and its actions.

Such moves will only help Pakistan legitimise

An anti-terror role that defies logic

its narrative and project itself as a responsible
global actor in counter-terrorism. It will also
undermine India’s efforts to portray Pakistan as a
state sponsor of terrorism. Pakistan could shape
narratives around regional stability, potentially
deflecting blame for regional terrorism on India,
particularly in the context of Balochistan.

Pakistan’s role as vice-chair in the Counter
Terrorism Committee allows it to influence global
counter-terrorism policies. This may have serious
repercussions for India’s push to bring
Pakistan-based terrorists under UN sanctions.
Pakistan could also derail India’s growing
diplomatic ties with the Taliban.

Counter-measures by India

India’s failure to block Pakistan’s appointments,
despite its outreach to most UNSC members
following the Pahalgam attack, signals a
diplomatic challenge.

In counter strategies, India must leverage its
strategic alliances with other UNSC members to
counterbalance Pakistan’s influence.

That Pakistan is at the centre of attention at the
White House also raises doubts on the U.S’s
commitment to combat terrorism for the sake of
trade and business.

India should actively participate in discussions
at crucial UN bodies to highlight Pakistan’s
history of harbouring terrorists. These
committees are operated by consensus and
India’s growing global influence can limit
Pakistan’s ability to push biased agendas. It is
essential that India and its allies monitor
Pakistan’s role and push for periodic
performance reviews and stringent
accountability.

India should aim to deepen its ties with the
Taliban regime — humanitarian aid missions in
Kabul is one possibility — to counter Pakistan’s
influence in the Taliban Sanctions Committee.

India must proactively pursue an international
campaign that engages the global media,
academia and diaspora, exposing Pakistan’s
terror links and pushing for more accountability.

Pakistan’s enhanced diplomatic position is
likely to encourage asymmetric warfare,
infiltration and cyber-attacks. Therefore, India
must strengthen its national security and
intelligence networks.

The Indian government’s silence on the
appointments suggests a cautious approach, but
proactive diplomacy will be crucial to maintain
India’s narrative on the global stage. The world
must be alert because what begins as a seat at the
table can turn into control over the agenda. The
real danger is not about Pakistan at the high
table. It is the world pretending that it does not
matter.
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Ha:

3MTderdrg SIRRTPIY Wifel R FR&M & eIt Jard 7R TRl # ¥ T g | UMb R e IHT 4 TRR-T-
TET (TAsE) 3R ORI-U-HIgHE (SR UH) O 3MTddbare! g dl IR & 3R YT B3 BT SRIT T
T G, 91U B 95 GG Y YR&T aRuE (GUATEH) SR sdwarg FRiyd it (@) o afye siiddare
faRieft T R Jeyar Amear § . T8 fARIUTHRR yftreT 3w sdware faRie g @Y fRyaiuar B FHeiR
F & R URE 1 TR IR BRI F R G S Al 21

Rifce dau

1. Y Y 3Mdparg faRiedt =
o YUATHYI b U 9/11 & §HAI &b &g Tahed 1373 (2001) gRT R Ueh 3fTcibarg- e aiffd
GIERIE
o SfTdemare (aauIyul, YR 313, I[G) & RIATh T G & IUT! B! AR BT 7
o YT GHY-THT R YHd 84 8, O 3R faarerue IHmaH g g
2. UIfpTT 3R SMdwdrg
o Mdmaral Aarefl Hi ASEr &1 e Rels (@areu & Ay, TeemEe & i fod
e |
o YR DI AT B arel THG! I WIS 3R 398 TgrdT|
o MBI 3R SR H RS TeTE BRI B & [T 3fdddle ol I Bt Hifd & =4
T SWHTA HRA BT 3R]
3. YRd BT 59
o HR T ARG Hell TR AT UR 3fTciebare; DI RIS B H UTfb T I HfFebT BT TIIR
Xaifed fpar gl
o HRA 3ATHAIG & UVl & RIATHFATF (BRI TaRM RS BRY) & YT &1 igw
gl

qdAT HeH

o UGEHTH 3Tcieh! §HT (31U 2025) UM UG 3fdeh! Aeadh & -4 RR ¥ ¥gd — |
o HRA & HTRIA RIgR — 707 3@ W DT Aeads B ore| ! HRIHT ST 47|
o« YD J1a9[G YT ST TT:
o UNSC arfera™ ufasiy fffa & siemer (S 2025) |
o Y MY 3Tcichare faRIet wffifd & Iureaes|
. T Ht THUCIU® 1 Sid BT FHAT IR 6T 5, i bR ot Tgad Y 3 H RIF 31R¥d A |
SIS TET|
. TT TR Y YUIeht & e e, T iR o & el 3 ST B
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fazereor
1. Y AY & PDI0N H faRTemH™

. TP DA THG! o1 THYA Bl § b 39 Sddhare [aRie Hdl IR e foar ran g
. TTAd Hohd NoIdl § — IgUei TR ®1 faya-Tad & HHIR Fal g

2. YRd & ferg fAfgard

. TUIfheaM & GRIAUA $I dffe AT e & dTacie HRd AR ATAT IR Tddwarg &bl Tl &R
ET B
. Ui Hgar Y 1 30+t fRUf o1 IuahT Faffed & forg & &:
o U 3fTcie! el & RIATH HRATs TR e |
o YD Y& H SRS Dl YT BH1|

3. T 1 §iaT 87

o YIS T faaal SR JUHIAS SRexd! (STHITH™AH, 9 HR®, ARe! fgdl) & R
i & Rl Pl ToR3fETS B it ]
. U Y WAL guif Ad@, Siiddbare faRieh ual o foe sregert Ards! &1 341 |

4. YRd o fo1T 3 &1 W8

SARRIPIY Hll TR YT o GHIRIU bl STehTd B o fo1T Pelicl BT SIAHT B |
WQZPFQEE o18, o 3idararg faRie Tgai o YfHeT o Teied &1

UG d WY ¢ B Mdeparg FRIye g YTl & 9ag Ia1 & iU oy ArHds W SR 31|
SMTdeaTg faxieh sgawiell & Taecg! 3R URG R & e afye Jgafa s

e

aTfohed BT fRiemyrl fRUfT - siidearg &1 uried SR HRd s aHl 81 & A - 9gad IY &
3Tdeparg faRieh df ot IYT-TadT &1 FHSIR Bl g1 HRd & [T, UIfehea™ & Sl A &l ISR BT
SR X@T SR A siTddparg faRieR Tl & GUR & g SiaRrgha I el o 8| had MR
oS Tar SR Holgd IR daRal & W § g YR SO JRem YA HR IhdT § iR dfye
3Tdarg faRieh g ) SRdSdl &l §9TT 39 bl o
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