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gt Wews & o ¢ g Heayul TaER a9 ok Wuesy
gUdR, 31 f¢HR, 2025

Ul 01 R 3F 91t Had a1 srdfagawn
TS H: AT ST 1l : WRA o %
S feaxUT
U 06 & A1 Wiferer fora &1 WRd &
UTGUHH: JTHIR ¢4 |1 : 3faRigid TS & HIY R YD T
Tae 7 URfUS e
Ut 08 3reforawT & AT 3 arel fawRid
ToTSH: T ST 1 : wRdt | X e qR e BI ke ©
Srferawt / URTYS uten
U 08 TP WA g, & ¥4 4 Bid
UTTHH: TR 3eHT-11: ATHIS ST P TP ST
1Y / URIYS adten
Ut 11
UTSUHH : THIG AY-11 : YR el & frda I BT
RTAHAXYT / URFHE T&m
U<l 08 : HUTGH I fazeryor feydia fa=iwarsii & 919 Te
UTGUHH: |IH HT- 11 : RIS TgYdra giam
TaY
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TH WBHR] M & AR, HRd MABING IR W oMH B Uiy Bled g¢ gl &1 At oy 98t
srfarawyT &9 T g, ot SIS 4.18 feferm SieR 81 FRaR S faomy, Aeted R A7 iR of%d
e 3 Thdd! 4 HRA B! THIAT TT T FTHA F 3 fApe 3R TIHIT 2030 dh d-) Jad g
SrfaRIT §9 & o Ueh U TR AT ¢ | T8 f[AH™ YR &1 GUR & 918 H1 31 a1 # U Agaqu did
BT IR § 3R diye e e o fore geayuf ffgard g1

India is now the fourth
largest economy: Centre

With GDP valued at $4.18 trillion, India has surpassed Japan and is poised to displace Germany

from the third rank in the next few years with a projected GDP of $7.3 trillion by 2030, it says

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

ndia has surpassed Ja-
lpan to become the

world’s fourth largest
economy with a size of
$4.18 trillion and is poised
to overtake Germany to be-
come the third largest by
2030, the government said
on Tuesday.

With continuing good
growth numbers, India is
also the world’s fastest-
growing major economy, it
said.

India’s real GDP grew
8.2% in the second quarter
of 2025-26, up from 7.8% in
the first quarter and 7.4%
in the fourth quarter of the
last fiscal.

“With GDP valued at
$4.18 trillion, India has sur-
passed Japan to become
the world’s fourth largest
economy and is poised to
displace Germany from the
third rank in the next 2.5 to
3 years with a projected
GDP of $7.3 trillion by
2030,” said the govern-
ment in a statement pro-
viding a snapshot of re-
forms in 2025.

The U.S. is the world’s

Domestic drivers, led by robust private consumption, played a big
role in supporting this expansion, the government has said. AFP

largest economy, and Chi-
na occupies the second
spot.

The growth momentum
further surprised on the
upside, with GDP expand-
ing to a six-quarter high in
Q2 of 2025-26, reflecting
India’s resilience amid per-
sistent global trade uncer-
tainties, it said.

Domestic drivers, led by
robust private consump-
tion, played a central role
in supporting this

expansion.
The release said interna-
tional agencies have

echoed this optimism and

cited projections made by
various entities. The World
Bank has projected a 6.5%
growth in 2026, and Moo-
dy’s expects India to re-
main the fastest-growing
G20 economy with a
growth of 6.4% in 2026 and
6.5% in 2027. The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund has
raised its projections to
6.6% for 2025 and 6.2% for
2026, and the Organisation
for Economic Cooperation
and Development fore-
casts 6.7% growth in 2025
and 6.2% in 2026. Also, the
S&P anticipates a growth of
6.5% in the current fiscal

and 6.7% in the next, the
Asian Development Bank
has lifted its 2025 forecast
to 7.2%, and Fitch has
raised its FY26 projection
to 7.4% on stronger con-
sumer demand.

“India is among the
world’s  fastest-growing
major economies and is
well-positioned to sustain
this momentum. With the
ambition of attaining high
middle-income status by
2047 - the centenary year
of its independence, the
country is building on
strong foundations of eco-
nomic growth, structural
reforms, and social pro-
gress,” the government
said.

The release highlighted
that inflation remains be-
low the lower tolerance
threshold, unemployment
is declining, and export
performance continues to
improve. Furthermore, fi-
nancial conditions have
stayed benign, with strong
credit flows to the com-
mercial sector, while de-
mand conditions remain
firm, supported by a furth-
er strengthening of urban
consumption.

IR & G a1d
o YRd T 2025-26 B gORI famTEt H 8.2% ardfae SteIdt gfe gl &1, it &g famfeal & Iad $fde 71

o Toigd ol GUd 3R W6 A7 H YR & Ag@ H [9Hm e TR R Jaferd g3 gl
Ay IR YIS & STace YR Tad ool T Tad! TR Srfcaa=T s g g
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s ARSI ToIfd! 7 R 1 [T GHTa1sht # fayry e b 3

SITRTET TaT BIW = 2025 H 6.6% B! fe BT STHAM AT 3|

9%y §& 7 2026 T 6.5% @1 gfg BT AN T |

3nfiies TEanT 3R faer W= 3 Hem 3afy & 6% ¥ SR Bt gf BI WG I B

TEPifd HH Te-IRITed 98 ¥ - §, SRISRT U @1 §, 3R anfvifoud &9 H F507 JaTg Holgd a1 g3l
gl

YRA 3t fA® i ot 9= 914 FRS

Holgd TR AT Al Wud Wufie e S99 & U H IUI €, S Jad! 31, BT 3R 98
SUTaT fayma 3 wiid g

s i fRRaT: Fafa garmifa, fRR fadia fRufa ofik Wy §fd T & ot 9oy e A fawr siR
fdeTa & foTe 3o d arararul R g |

AT JUR: HAYH (GST), Tearar Fae™ (1BC), f$fea qrduie s/@eixaqn (UPI, DBT) 3R
IaTe-foias Wme (PLI) B GUR A gl 3R uaiad & 3G &1 8

SIS ATHIRT 3R Aar3il &) arehd: T gaT riad 3R e, feforee Jarstt 3k IH-snerfka
&=t 7 Afyye ufamaefarear Sdeiers faem o1 gada e 9kt Radt g |

YR 3R fay & e ggw

Ay anfifer fRUfS: YR &1 32T G20, IMF 3R fay S S 3y T H 31U 3MTaTel B ASTad
FRAT G|

AIad MY JeX | TGard: 370 faRirsi ¥ I1Rd I6Rl & e nfa=ieaar & dHau ol goqd
FRAT

TUHa® 3R Y-Ieifad THTE: Sffe dred dfffe SR 3R Feifd H HRd $I IUMHIad
3R Jrearoh B e B ¥@ifbd B B

fapTard® SauR: 3= YHd WY IATE IHING T, §Hare! aid & AT 3R Tt § wit & forg
RIS NI R UGH &l 5

APt ot Jerafat

afa safeT ST SiaR: S Y d IR IAIG & SIav[G, Uid fad 3 MU&THd HH a1 g3 o

SR &1 UG ISFR go &1 A & WY aread oo afey, vy w0 9 fafmior ok
o= &t H|

e FHSRAT. SHurt AT R FHRar 3R aftye foxfia sifeRdr & ¥udh & o fiand &+ g3 5

& 3R ATHIRIG SRTATGT: SgdT SHMHAIST ¥ g9 & foy faer wamasi g1 a1igul

c/0.
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g &t Il Ted 91 sl & U B YRA BT SHRAT U UfagTRie Iuafsy g off 39 R [asr
OTed & AU 3R SradbNad JURI & Gad! YHTd P RATdT ¢ | gTalie, 39 UG e Jhadr Bl
ARl ASR-Te 3R Tad fabr # deal Had g a1 g8 ol dfc YRd THTa &9 ¥ 30
SRS I ATHI &1 ATH ISTAT &, A0 Bt AoTgd ol § 3R JIFd Yol Pl 78R ddl &, < T8 2047
T Uh I TEH-3MTT ATaT G- S &1 (U AEQAThI& Dl DR B b forg et Rufa & ghm, S siifp
YA &Y GRS WA & F1d S|

uy: A Ta T8I YTaRIT T4 & fow URT 3 i o1 g1 ¥u I fHafeataq 4 3 59 dvae

ST SUANT S AT SATdT 272
(a) GDP (PPP ¥Id)

(b) TRATAH Thdl TR I Bl qfeg &%

() TAHM DI TR ATHHTE Fhd e SIS
(d) Fehel ITTT 3T

31X (c)

WH: URA STUT Bl Ul BIgd gU giHaT Bt dill Jad dof SRITaRIT &+ T ¢ | 39 SUdis & Ul o o,

BHRD| HI fITAT B 3R I AT D1 Sl B fofg R B! 39 fAHT 9Y DI §11E 38 & o IR H=AT
BT (150 XTeq)
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QTSR &1 gd g Tt @iferar foran &1 Sitae 3R JeHiiad bR, HRA-Siarel dael & s i gfémr
TR & &g Heifd & HHe™ & JHgH & [T T JouaH o UaH &Rl | 1970 & G-IH & 3id J
2010 & GR1H & A AP, ANAR HRAT 131 o T I TS = [ URAcH, TR SYA-JUd 3R
&g Ypel & srace fguela deel o fARavdr &1 ufafsfad foran | A -diad asia TganT Sik YRd & gt

FHeita & G & ID! YHewT o=y ¥U I Ay g

SAARC leader Khaleda Zia had a constant
engagement with India’s neighbourhood

From finding a mention as the wife of Bangladesh President in the diplomatic records of a 1979 banquet to hosting the Indian Prime Minister in SAARC summits, the

Bangladeshi leader has a long history of interactions with the Indian leadership; her last noted interaction with Indian leadership was in 2015 when she met Modi in Dhaka

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

part from deposed
A Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina,

Khaleda Zia was the only
Prime Minister from Ban-
gladesh whose political
and institutional interac-
tions with the Indian lea-
dership stretched back to
the 1970s and continued
till the 21st century.

Begum Zia, as she was
known to the people of
Bangladesh, started her
public life as the spouse of
then President of Bangla-
desh General Ziaur Rah-
man, and she was a wit-
ness to the diplomacy
between India and Bangla-
desh during a difficult pe-
riod in the 1970s.

Ms. Zia first found men-
tion in Indian diplomatic
records when Prime Minis-
ter Morarji Desai acknow-
ledged her presence dur-
ing a banquet in Dhaka
during his visit to Bangla-
desh on April 16, 1979.

It was a visit that took
place during a rough patch
in bilateral relations. Just
three-and-a-half years ago,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
was assassinated in Dhaka
along with most of his fa-

mily members and Indira
Gandhi, a well-wisher of
Mujib, was out of power af-
ter being overthrown in
the 1977 election.

Earlier, President Nilam
Sanjiva Reddy had held a
banquet for President Rah-
man on December 19, 1977,
when he visited Delhi
(without Ms. Zia) and was
welcomed at the New Delhi
airport by Desai.

The Rahmans were met
by Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi when they became
the first foreign guests that
Indira met after being
sworn into office for her
last term in office in Janu-
ary 1980. The high-level vi-
sits between the two sides
came at a sensitive period
during 19771980 as Sheikh
Hasina, one of the two sur-
viving children of the slain
Mujib, was based in India
during this time. As rela-
tions improved between
the two sides after Presi-
dent Rahman’s meeting
with Indira, Ms. Hasina re-
turned to Bangladesh on
May 17, 1981.

On May 30, 1981, Presi-
dent Rahman was assassi-
nated in a failed military
coup while he was on a vi-
sit to Chittagong. Hearing
of the violent death, Indira
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!

Rich history: Former Prime Minister of Bangladesh Khaleda Zia with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and

former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. ANI/FILEPHOTO

said, “The shocking assas-
sination of President Ziaur
Rahman shows the insta-
bility which many develop-
ing countries are facing.
We in India are vigilant and
shall take all necessary
steps to safeguard our
interests.”

First woman PM

In the first six months of
1991, the subcontinent wit-
nessed several shockers.
On April 29, Bangladesh
was hit by one of the most
destructive cyclones in his-
tory of the region and then
on May 21, as India was get-

ting ready for the election,
former Prime Minister Ra-
jiv Gandhi was assassinat-
ed. But prior to these deve-
lopments, on March 20,
Ms. Zia took charge as the
first female Prime Minister
of Bangladesh.

On March 7, 1991, the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
had said, “Any government
in Bangladesh as much as
any government in India,
realises the importance of
good relations between the
two neighbours. We had
welcomed the return of de-
mocracy, when the results
of the elections were an-

nounced a few days ago,
and expressed our hope
and intention to work with
Bangladesh, to strengthen
our bilateral relations,
based on our mutual na-
tional interests.”

India, like Bangladesh,
was witnessing a transition
and the outreach therefore
was aimed at ensuring a
working relationship with
Prime Minister Zia. In the
last week of May 1992, Ms.
Zia was hosted by Prime
Minister PV. Narasimha
Rao. She made it clear that
SAARC, a dream project of
her late husband, was

She was a witness to

diplomacy between
India and Bangladesh

during a difficult
period in the 1970s

close to her heart.

Next year, during April
10-11, 1993, Rao visited Dha-
ka when Ms. Zia hosted the
seventh SAARC summit
and welcomed the King of
Bhutan Jigme Singye Wang-
chuck; President of Mal-
dives Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom; Nepal Prime Mi-
nister Girija Prasad Koirala;
Prime Minister Nawaz Sha-
rif of Pakistan and the Sri
Lankan President Ranas-
inghe Premadasa. What
made this outreach signifi-
cant was that India and
Bangladesh tried to put re-
lations back on track after
the regional tension spiked
because of the demolition
of Babri Masjid by Hindu
karsevaks in Ayodhya.

Despite the tension, ties
were maintained during
this time and next year
when a cyclone hit Bangla-
desh, India reached out
with relief.

In her second full-
fledged term during 2001-
2006, the Gujarat riots of

2002 cast a shadow on bi-
lateral ties and that apart,
India’s concerns on terro-
rism and insurgency did
not attract sufficient atten-
tion from Bangladesh.

Yet, before the onset of
political uncertainty in the
second half of 2006, Ms.
Zia visited India and held
talks with Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and
signed a revised trade
pact. Prior to that, she had
hosted the 13th SAARC
summit in  November
2005. Her last visit to India
took place during October
28-November 3, 2012,
when she was the Leader
of the Opposition in the Ja-
tiya Sansad.

She met Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh. She
started that trip by meet-
ing her counterpart, then
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, Sushma
Swaraj.

Her last noted interac-
tion with the Indian lea-
dership was in June 2015
when she came to Hotel
Sonargaon in  Dhaka
where Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi met several
Bangladeshi leaders after
the India-Bangladesh Land
Boundary Agreement was
sealed.

TR & U9 AT

1. fguehta Haet A AfagRie FRavar

iferer for & URd &A1Y STadid &0 TR # :id I & T &1 S=ifd & GRM & gs, ofd Saesl
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2. Aipditae uRRad oiv URd &1 usRft ifa

1991 ¥ SIQTCRT &1 Ugal Afgel YU Ht & U T 3961 UGHR TG0 HA1 G101 TR H didbdid sedard
& 1Y Td War 41l HRd DI @Rd Ugd = U=l Tei Aifd & T o Rigia &1 Ygifed foar Jemifds
T & STav]e (affad WeHRI & Y J3T19, FRRAT 3R Tgahi R SR 1

3. &Y TR & U A ATh

o Tferer foman A féror uikrars asfta TeanT Wire (A1) HY TR Hed 3, S 39 fadid ufd &
Fdedl I I8! Udh Ugd g

o 79 WTeh FRRER THIEH (1993) 3R 139 A1 RRIR T (2005) H Aotart A fguefa ama &1 veifea
B o AU &3 Igueare o1 SUANT HRA & THATGR & T I Y& Rid faa|

o Tl a% fob TG BT Al F gRM off - S & St 7T faedq a1 ToRTd & & a1E - 9T RRR
T A SIadId o foTE IoMRe RIF YaH o, St &g i & TRINTd Jod &1 =IidT g |

4. fguelta Iudel &1 yaeq

I BB H IR-TR g7 &l 74T

T UR SfIddarg SR SUdTg,

IR 3RdeH, 3R

HRA 3R TG H TR AeHifad gernd | iR o, sradia ot 38, forgest uRurfa samuR wweial
3R T W aEnstt # g3, for s g Rig & 91y 986 3R a18 | 2015 H g HIA! & I1Y Fradid
RIEE R

5. 2015 I ATaId BT UdIpdIg

HfE 1 TR & a1 A & 1Y 3D 9o dd THT I Id 31138 faare Bl W& A BT U1 § 3R 39
S1d P1 Xifed Bl & fb B faueft Aar off sivarew & fagwr -fifa ot om weafa & Raurs g

e

@fereT form 1 URd & 1Y el JS19 SIS Taitl & U gaud Rigid &1 guifdr &: fgueha Taist &
B AT araft o o H e, TR 3R Iurifaes iRl gRT $if¥es SR feam Sirar § 1 361 HiveR
Giaror TRmn & &t TeanT 3t SHIaet SR Wrell G & UeiRid ol g, faviv U 9 9k & 71y |
YRA & oY, 8 HeMI AoHITa® ! & TSI o= & a1 FRAER 81 & Hgd &I ¥ ol g, Sl &
fRRAT 3R eepIferes oA THIa & foTe Ue Ui W B
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YR & 3N & 3 TR 2025 F g doit gol &1, AN Idre" ahie (IR H 6.7% B Iig
ISl I TS, S 25 AR H god ol 3, o A # fafmfor & 8% &1 fawaR g g1 greiifer s Ser ffg ugeht
ToR H IATESHS Udld gidl 8, U dlal oird T UdT Iaidl & b BT U [ehTas dgald & aoid Srurft
3R A HRB! B! a1 g | UIGH g 39 §1d WR YT STAdT & [ TdeR & 3N 3icbs! & maurg
3ATRMTATE TTAd 1 81 Tehdl & 3R U8 3iafifed snfde gsfds & IR § o1 Udhe axar gl

TdeR ot gfg Hoigd 0 fewTs 3t @ Too good to last

The headwinds facing the economy

B fteq-Her Heife ghae: sfager H BRed Yo & d1G, BH| - 341 Bl S i—

ndia’s relatively strong industrial perfor-

J O\ mance in November 2025, especially driven

iR ¥ R fean, for gl Si3eye | Sfeyaifad Sgrdl il 39 | [
. . " 2 more likely a flash in the pan than the start of a

R b1 AR TebT- STUTR ik b1 8, ITT-TMRI o1 8, SR SR TR st The e of il oo
I ] duction (ITP) grew 6.7% in November, the fastest

growth rate in 25 months. Within this, the manu-

G'ﬁ a -q'ﬂﬁ .qg Gﬂ?ﬂ- % | facturing sector grew 8%, which also was the fas-
* test in 25 months. On the face of it, this would

look remarkable and heartening, especially

.« . . . since October 2025 had seen growth slow to a 14-

Sead! | Fafea HitT &I 9e1aT &: IRBR - JIGR] IS b STRIURT HTT  month low. However,tis surge in growth vas
. more likely due to seasonal and one-off factors.

3_ﬁ»{ -‘a-a-[ a—ﬁ ﬁ ao—ca-(—_ﬂ- -ﬁ—u?ﬁ—a -ﬁ)—q-l- m—a- W-R:ﬁ- According to economists, the strongest push for
W W w ' growth came from sellers re-stocking their sup-

plies following the festive season. The second

Y ar WJqUd aﬂ- dd)lql m?ﬂ'l s_ﬂ_é' m ﬁ ﬁ &"é a‘m’ ']_l'ﬁw a«? ]:l@:ﬁ' factor is that the government timed the Goods

and Services Tax (GST) rate reductions to coin-

cide with the festive season. This temporary

ﬁ Il-iT[ G-W Eﬁ Trg, m@ U'J-ITa &'I-UT 1411{ Eﬁ TR:IT | bump in demand would have further eroded

stock levels, which then need to be replenished.
In fact, the consumer durables and non-dura-
bles sectors saw growth in November rebound-

SUHIIT g 3ff BT Ueerd g 1034 an 39, .2 and 25 ot

high, respectively. The third factor that seems to
have worked in November is the bounce back of
the mining sector following two months of con-

@) Ci’)\)'LLLJ-IV{ \SZJ-:‘{Q Q'H ﬁ 1 03% (1 2 qﬁﬁ- a’?l- Ba') 1;?[?.{ Eaﬂ. | tractions due to an unseasonably long monsoon.

The mining sector saw growth come in at a rea-
ﬁT ﬁaﬂ—m}— : o, . W sonably strong 5.4% in November 2025. All of
©) B q ‘J-na%” - a EEI\?"n- ﬁ 73 AD (2 5 qﬁﬁ- m B a El { |) q@ Eé 1 these are legitimate reasons for growth to pick
. . . . up, but are not sustainable ones. The electricity
Y Sfihs SUA-AdR & UM & AU §, OT5T SUHIGKT TR-fCPHIG  andminingsectorsilbeboundbythe igarie
B 4 of the weather. Overall consumer demand has
> ma_cr \_)'h- W a.!{n'?_” been sluggish and industry players are talking of
a Egla‘h ﬁ 1 % aﬁ- \Bﬂé, a@- a-qﬁ q q @ qu ﬁ % | the GST-related boost already ebbing. And the
: festive season will not come back around until
October-November 2026.

: In fact, the IIP grew just 3.3% in the longer

G &F I Rpast: [aaRa A & HRUT Gl A & TG B S1G 5.4%  apri Novermber period, the lowest for these
.. eight months in any of the post-COVID-19 pan-

&1 G gl 31 HIEH 9§ Heifd Repasl WIHTTdes U § TR-GIERIY S - dopicears The consne non bl ctr
contracted 1% during this period, showing that

. . . . . the boost in November is not indicative. That the

W % G-ﬁq W ﬁ‘(‘l |Q a’Tl' W '_-| é I a_cﬂ- % | strong growth in November is more an anomaly

than a sign of things to come should not come as

a surprise. The Reserve Bank of India, earlier

. . this month, predicted that growth in Q3 would

ISP & I IATHD FHSIRAT slow t0 7% from an average of 8% in the first two
quarters. The fourth quarter is predicted to slow

even further, to 6.5%. All of the previous head-

. . winds still exist. The 50% tariffs by the U.S. are

HUSIR A A 1P TS 3UT-TdeR 2025 & SR (1P BT ik ST il in place,prvare imestment remains g
° gish, foreign capital is pulling out of the country,

Qay %-q the weakening rupee is making imports more ex-

W 33% Q‘ﬂl, Gn- gq‘ﬂ- W'H’ﬁﬁg aﬁ ﬁ s_ﬂl &ﬂﬁ % W m’ %, \_Fn' pensive for an import-dependent economy, real

~ N a wages are not growing fast enough, and consum-

‘?jl%“li I$ ]Ila aﬂ' a«';l er demand remains tepid. Ironically, Novem-

FI I\gq) d I {{q I I q) d q’ { d I % ber’s positive industrial data bring into focus the

headwinds the economy is really facing.
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o Q3 FY26: ATHT 7%
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Prioritising cleft care as a health issue

ore than 7,50,000
cleft surgeries were
performed in India in
the last 25 years by
the international NGO Smile Train.
This amounts to 30,000 surgeries
annually. It is the highest by any
organisation in the private or
public sector. But the figures don’t
shine in India where one in 700
children are born with lip and/or
palate deformity every year and
there is a backlog of 7,000
corrective surgeries annually.

Smile Train India is among the
NGOs that support and partner
with skilled surgeons to provide
free cleft surgeries and related
care. While its contribution has
benefited 7.5 lakh children so far,
others, including Mission Smile,
Operation Smile, Transforming
Cleft and Healing Smile
Foundation, have collectively
benefited another 15 lakh children
in the last 20 years. Their efforts
deserve appreciation. However,
they still fall short in India, which,
despite recording the highest
number of cleft births globally, has
no national epidemiological data
on cleft lip/palate.

Cleft lip/palate is a facial birth
defect that occurs when certain
tissues and structures do not fuse
during pregnancy due to genetic
factor or maternal nutrition
deficiencies. It leaves newborns
with a gap in the upper lip and the
roof of the mouth. Independent
surveys estimate that 36,000
babies are born with cleft
abnormalities in India every year.
About 68% of them rely on
government hospitals for initial
diagnosis, yet there are 17.5 lakh
children with unrepaired clefts.

The situation in India

The situation is complex: there is
lack of documentation of birth
anomalies, and parental
counseling on care and treatment
is woefully inadequate. Also, the
high cost of surgery deters families
from seeking help. A decade ago,
the Lancet Surgery Commission
estimated a burden of 18.7%
untreated Orofacial Clefts (OFC) in
India. A 2022 report of the
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Comprehensive
cleft care for
children in India
is driven by the
non-profit
private model.

The government

has achieved
little in creating
awareness or
making cleft
surgeries
accessible and
affordable to all

Institute for Health Metrics and
Evaluation, University of
Washington’s School of Medicine,
stated that children with OFCs in
India were 1.5 times more
vulnerable to severe malnutrition
compared to other children under
five. It also says one-third of the
cleft lip and palate-related
malnutrition deaths can be
prevented with timely surgical
treatment and proper nutrition.
Free or subsidised surgery and
follow-up treatment are provided
by NGOs in collaboration with
mostly city-based private hospitals
because government hospitals lack
specialised infrastructure and
trained personnel. The
fragmented cleft care offered by
government hospitals are not
aggregated in public databases,
maybe because India is yet to
nationally recognise craniofacial
anomalies as a notifiable disease.
The World Health Organization
has formally recognised
craniofacial anomaly in the Global
Burden of Disease initiative. This is
what perhaps led the NITI Aayog
to initiate conversations around
birth defects. The National Birth
Defect Awareness Month launched
in August 2024 on the theme
‘Breaking Barriers: inclusive
support for children with birth
defects including clefts” helped
discuss prevention, early
identification, and timely
management of common
congenital malformations.
Surgeons play a key role in
minimising birth defects. While
people think of cleft lip and/or
palate as a cosmetic deformity, it
impacts a child’s ability to speak,
swallow, hear, and breathe. If not
surgically corrected, babies with a
cleft lip have difficulty nursing and
require special feeding
techniques. Children with a cleft
lip get bullied and struggle with
school and with communication.
Employment and marriage
become challenging. All this leads
to psychological trauma and
affects confidence. Ignorance and
superstitions strengthen the
stigma surrounding the
disfigurement, and treatment is

marked by a rural-urban divide.
Every health challenge requires
collaboration. Smile Train India
and others address the gaps in
cleft services with a sustainable
and scalable global health model.
This empowers local doctors as
equal partners by providing
support in training and covering
surgical costs. As per the 2011
Census, 68.8% of the population in
rural areas need to be covered
aggressively. Collaborating with
the Rashtriya Bal Swasthya
Karyakram and ASHA for clear
communication on early screening
of birth defects and deficiencies is
a way forward. In the absence of
hospital partners in interior areas,
timely medical intervention, with
incentives that cover travel cost,
surgery and hospital stay, and
post-operative support including
speech therapy, is imperative.

The way forward

UNICEF estimates that about 2.5
crore children are born in India
annually. The 2022 National
Family Health Survey states that
1.35 crore children are born in
government hospitals, where cleft
care in detected cases can ideally
start at birth and life-transforming
surgery can be done after three
months of birth. It is time for
policymakers to recognise cleft
deformity as a health issue and
opt for better management at the
grassroots level, where there is
limited awareness and access. The
government can devise a
multi-level approach to address
under served communities. NGOs
are trying to expand the footprint
but government hospitals, where
almost 50% of India’s children are
born, need to upgrade.

Health experts say cleft
missions help strengthen
government healthcare systems by
improving surgical infrastructure,
increasing access to affordable
care, training the local workforce,
and breaking social taboos. The
success of cleft surgeries is
measured by improved
functionality, which depends on
the age at which the child is
brought for treatment.
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Law on ‘suspension of sentence’

In life impris
that an MLA is not a‘public

LETTER & SPIRIT

Kartikey Singh

n December 29, a three-judge
vacation bench of the
Supreme Court, comprising
J1 Surya Ka :jmu.ojx
Malieswari andJustice A
and stayed e De Tigh
gmem suspending the life
sentence of a former four-time MLA,
Kuldeep Singh Sengar and granting him
bail pending appeal in the 2017 infamous
Unnao rape case. The intervent
just six days after the High Court, on
December 23, suspended Sengar's life
sentence, which triggered intense public
debate.

THE el B il i
J\Im‘ 2017, the survi minor, was

Taped by the convict,th then siting
ML, 3¢ i reidence. Aridallgations of
police inaction and in ;
probe was transferred to the CBl in Apel
2018, and the trial shifted to Delhi
pursuant to the SC's directions. On
December 16, 2019, the trial court in Delhi
convicted Sengar, and by a separate order
on December 20, 2019, sentenced him to
imprisonment for the remainder of his
ranal e

Once a trial concludes, an accused is

ither acquited or conviced. A
e

nment cases like Kuldeep
ervant’ under the POCSO

Singh Sengar

nework exj

5 jm.cmn(br
g T & gy,
5

what factors must appellate courts weigh before suspending a sentence? Does the Delhi High C
POSC A 24 that weakens protection lqz"!ill\l aggrav:

ated abuses by clected rej

Bty Yo,
Bl 33 &5
Bty
Ry 3

igh Courtin New Deihi. 4

: Women stage o

establishments, are treated as
‘aggravated” and subjected to enhanced
punishment, reflecting legislative
recognition of abuse of pawer and
helphtened vietim vuindrabily

innocence md renders the sentence
operative, requiring the convict to
undergo the awarded punishment.
However, the conviction remains
appealable, and during the pendency of
appellsiescruiy, the convit 1y, under
Section 389 of the CrPC, 1973 (nov

sentence and consequential bail if in
custody, keeping its enforcement in
simtraion of
sentence’, which is a discretior

Judicil power,hals anly the punishment
and not the finding of guilt.

When do courts suspend a sentence?
“The law draws a clear distinction between
“suspension of sentence’ in cases
involving short-term or fixed-term
sentences, where it is the norm, and in
serlous offences, often punishable with
Wk imprisonment, where t s an

0. In Bhagwa

exceptior in Rama Shinde Gosai
Ve Stat of Gujar (1999, th SC held that

ed-erm sentence is under
courts must liberally

scretion to suspend the

sentence, barring exceptional

offences or those punishable with life
imprisonment, such as Sengar’s case,
‘suspension of sentence under Section
389 CrPC s rare and must follow an
objective assessment of factors including
the nature and gravity of the offence, the
manner of its commission, and the
desirably of eeasing the convicton
bail, as reiterated by the top court in
Shivani Tyagis. State of Utar Pradesh
(2024), an acid
In allowing Sengar's * >u>penmn of
sentence’ application, the High Court
focused primarily on s conviction under
et

o) of the POCSO Act, which
Criminalies aggravated” penctrat
sexual assault by a “public servant” ona
child and attracts punishment under
Section 6. Under the criminal law
nr.mewurL. offences committed by
persons in positions of trust or authority,
sk has police or armed force personnel,
blic servants, and staff of institutions

{nchuding hospisals as,or educatonal

Definition of public servant
Impornty; he POCSD Actdoes ot
rm "public servant” Under
Secton 203 afthe POCSO Act, undefined
expressions shall draw their meaning
from the IPC (1860), CrPC (1973), the
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act, 2015, or the Information
Technology Act, 2000. Among these, only
the IPC defines “public servant” under
sm.un 21, encompassing categories such
dges, military officers, a
g il
legislators. Relying on this statutory
scheme and the top court's ruling in R.S.
Nayak vs. A.R. Antulay (1984), the HC held
that an MLA does not qualify as a “public
servant” under the IPC and,
consequently, the POCSO Act. This is a
departure from the trial court's approach,
which had sustained Sengar’s conviction
under Section 5(c) by importing the
broader definition of “public servant™
from Section 2(vii) of the Prevention of
Corruption Act (PCA), 1988, which
includes any person holding an offce o
perform a public duty.

Consequently, the Hr held, prima
facle,that Sngar' case i not Gl whin
the category of rape committed

“public servant- under Section (0 ofthe
POCSO Act or Section 376(2)(b) I'C. This
finding formed the central basis for
suspending his sentence and granting
regular bail. The FIC also noted that
Sengar had undergone over seven years
of imprisonment, and, relying on
Kashmira Singh vs. State aﬂ’unmhu'rm

observed that prolonged incarces
could cause Infussice i1he convicion or
sentence were ultimately modified.

Addressing the survivor's
appmhensum of threat, rooted in
documented history of systemic
intimidation, the custodial death of her
father (for which Sengar stands convicted
under Section 304(11) 1PC), police
callousness, and the 2019 truck-car
accident that critically injured her and
her lawyer and killed her two aunts, the
HC noted that the SC had granted her
CRPF protection in August 2019,
N-w-nh«lw :m- h -m nm

‘suspensi
denied soely segros appnhcnqan e

g justice for the P tm o

police or paramilitary forces might fail in
their protective duties, as such a premise
would undermine their role.

i a case that laid hare a prolonged
strugee for usice,sructural bariers
and deep institutional failures

confronting entrenched power the
suspension of a lfe sentence rises
serious concerns

First, while the HC is legally correct in
holding that it could not expand the
stautory definition of “public servant™ by
amending the legislation to import the
broader meaning under the PCA, its
interpretation could have been more

posive. The resulting anomaly is
troubling: while a pawari (village
accountant) or police constable qualif
asa “public servant” and attracts
punishment under the POCSO Act, an
clected MLA dacs not. This ambiguity in
the POCSO framework was also flagged by
the SC bench. By narrowing the scope of
the POCSO Act, a special, victim-centric
statute designed to protect children, the
HC accorded insufficient weight to its
object and intent. Offences under Section
5(c) are undoubtedly graver than
corruption offences by MPs or MLAs:
wlule (.OAII-\PII\HI m\d«:mmles
the POCSO

incarceration already undergone.
However, the SC has held that in cases
involving life imprisonment, auspansion
of sentence’ under Section 389 CriC:
requires the appellate court to
whether the ebmvict has i chance of
acquittal. Recenty, in Chhotelal Yadav vs.
State of Tharkhand (2025), the apex court
set aside a ‘suspension of sentence’,
holding that in life imprisonment cases,
suspension is warranted only where the
convict demonstrates a palpable or gross
error in the trial court's judgment
sufficient to show that the appeal may
succeed and result in acquittal. In

ngar’s case, the 11C ought to have
examined whether the non-applicability

alone
cannot justify ‘suspension of sentence' in
life imprisonment cases.

In the same vein, in Jamna Lal vs. State
, involving a POC:
g2 20-year sentence,
the SC order suspending
sentence,holding that onee the trialcourt
has found the victim to be a minor, such a
g cannotbe lightly unsetuled a the

finding

Actimalve lhe direct an:.« of children,
causing severe physical and psychological
trauma with lasting social consequences.
“The apex court has repeatedly
cautioned against interpretive lteralism
that weakens POCSO's protective core. In
Attorney General for India vs. Satish (2021),
it rejected the Bombay HC's untenable
narrow interpretation that groping a
minor through clothing, without direct
“skin-to-skin” contact, did not amount to
" or "physical contact” so as to
attract the om-m- u[ sexual assault”
under Section POCSO Act.
Similay in lnm’pemlml Thought vs.
Union of India (2017), the SC
harmoniously and purposively
interpreted child-protection law by
reading down Exception 2 to Section 375
which had exempted non-consensual
sextal intercourse with one’s wife aged
between 15 and 18, from the offence of
rape. Together, these rulings afirm that
when child protection s at st
statutory interpretation )lllbl advml«.r

Third the G should e accorded
s weigh b the e record
of intimidation and violence, including
the survivor's fther's death, alleged

witness tampering, and the exceptional
SeEithy meases wived it il

What is next?
“The HC' literal ligtiveision highightsa
statutory framework that recognises
ithorky only when formally oot
not when exercised through entrenched
political perver, s seen the definition
of “public servanc.” This limitation is
legislatively inherited, not judicia
created. While legality and justice aten
align, they do not always converge.
Beyond legal questions, the case also
exposes how the criminal justice syste
operates for survivors of sexual violence.
Itlays bare the fact that, in reality, the
fundamental right of equality bhefore law
and equal protection of laws under Article
14 of our Constitution is not truly treated
as equal for every .nun idual. Yet, these

ot dllme the law
ond, the HC's decision rests
pnmanly on the prima facie
inapplicability of Section 5(c) of the
POCSO Act and the period of

ar the cost not to
Vindicae thesystem, bt 0 revealts

Timits and expand justice for all

Kartikey Singh is a lawyer based in New
Delhi. Views expressed are personal.

urt’s view

‘The laws draws a distinction
mm-m ‘suspension of
sentence’in cases involving
horteem o cec-term
sentences, where itis the
norm, and in serious offences,
whereitis an exception.

pension of sentence,
which i a discretionary judicial
power, halts only the
punishment and not the
finding of guilt

The POCSO Act does rot define
the term “public servant.” The
Actsays undefined expressions
shall draw their meaning from
the IPC, CrPC, the Juvenile
Justice Act, 2015, or the T Act,
2000.
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A multipolar world with bipolar characteristics

5 2025 draws to a close, a highlight is

that the United States has undertaken

its largest troop mobilisation in the

Caribbean in decades. Its Navy has
deployed its most advanced aircraft carrier, along
with fighter jets, amphibious vessels, attack
submarines and tens of thousands of troops, as it
intensifies its pressure on Venezuela in an effort
to force President Nicolas Maduro from power.

The Trump administration’s National Security
Strategy (NSS), released in early December 2025,
identifies Latin America and the Caribbean as a
strategic priority. Reviving the 19th century
Monroe Doctrine, the document asserts that the
U.S. must deny influence or control by outside
powers (read China) in Latin America and ensure
that the Western Hemisphere remains under
American political, economic and military
influence.

The push to reinforce American primacy in
Latin America coincides with U.S. President
Donald Trump’s waning interest in Europe,
another long-standing U.S. sphere of influence.
Since the end of the Second World War, the U.S.
has served as Europe’s primary security
guarantor. If Washington kept western Europe
together through a tightly knit alliance during the
Cold War, it expanded this security umbrella to
eastern Europe after the disintegration of the
Soviet Union, creating a large transatlantic bloc.
Under Mr. Trump, however, the U.S. is no longer
interested in shouldering the burden of European
security — a position explicitly articulated in the
NSS. Why is America, at a moment when Russia
and China are seeking to overturn the U.S.-built
and U.S.-led security and economic order,
stepping back from Europe while moving to
consolidate its influence in the Western
Hemisphere?

1t is difficult to discern a cohesive doctrine in
Mr. Trump’s foreign policy, marked by the
President’s impulses and unpredictability. Yet,
even these impulses, this unpredictability and his
ideological orientation rooted in Christian
nationalism and America’s might cannot ignore
the structural shifts reshaping the international
order. Mr. Trump is not the ‘President of peace’
that he claims to be — he has already bombed six
countries, even if he has stopped short of a
full-scale war.

At the same time, Mr. Trump, despite his
rhetoric about American military and economic
dominance, recognises that he no longer lives in a
unipolar world. His reluctant aggression and
strategic recalibration are reflections of the
changes now taking shape in the global balance of
power.

Three great powers

When the Soviet Union disintegrated in 1991, a
new order emerged with the U.S. at its centre.
There was no other great power positioned to
challenge American primacy. The unipolar
moment, however, has since passed. While future
historians may better identify the precise point of
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rupture, one such moment was Russia’s
annexation of Crimea in 2014. The ensuing
conflict in eastern Ukraine, the tepid western
response, and Russia’s ability to endure despite
sanctions reinforced the limits of the ‘rules-based
order’.

The end of unipolarity, however, does not
mean the end of American dominance. The U.S.
remains, and will remain, for the foreseeable
future, the world’s pre-eminent military and
economic power. What has changed is that
‘Washington is no longer the sole great power
shaping geopolitical outcomes. China and Russia
now occupy that space as well, deepening what
Realist thinkers describe as the inherently
anarchic nature of the international system.

During the Cold War, the Soviet Union was
America’s principal rival, and in the 1970s,
‘Washington reached out to China to exploit
fissures within the communist bloc. Today, the
U.S. identifies China as its principal and systemic
challenger. This, in turn, leaves open the
possibility of a reset in ties with Russia — an idea
embraced by Mr. Trump’s MAGA (Make America
Great Again) ideologues, who frame Russia as
part of a shared ‘Christian civilisation’.

The reigning power versus the rising power
The U.S. faces a unique challenge in China. The
Soviet economy, in its prime in the early 1970s,
reached about 57% of the U.S. GDP, before it
began slowing down. China’s economy, now the
world’s second largest, already amounts to about
66% of the U.S. economy. China continues to
grow at a faster pace, steadily narrowing the gap.

As China’s economic power expands, it is
being converted into military capability (it has
already built the world’s largest Navy, by number
of ships). Like other great powers, Beijing is
seeking to establish regional hegemony and
global dominance. So, a prolonged contest
between the U.S., the reigning power, and China,
the rising power, appears unavoidable. The
situation is comparable to 19th century Europe,
when a rising imperial Germany threatened to
upstage Britain during Pax Britannica, unsettling
the ‘Concert of Europe’.

Russia is the weakest link among the three
powers. It is a relatively smaller economy with a
shrinking sphere of influence. But Russia’s
nuclear arsenals, expansive geography, abundant
energy and mineral resources and its
demonstrated willingness to use force to achieve
its strategic objectives keep it in the great power
constellation. From Moscow’s perspective, the
country drifted into the wilderness in the 1990s
before announcing its return in 2008 with the
war in Georgia. Since then, it has sought to
rewrite the post-Soviet security architecture in
Europe. As the West, having expanded the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization into the Russian
sphere of influence, responded to Vladimir
Putin’s war in Ukraine with sweeping sanctions
on Russia and military support for Kyiv, Moscow
moved ever closer to China. Russia and China
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have found common ground in opposing the
western ‘rules-based order’ — Russia thinks that
the order denies it its rightful place in the world
and seeks to revise it accordingly, while China, by
contrast, as Rush Doshi argues in The Long Game,
wants to replace it with a China-centric order.

Fluid multipolarity

All three great powers today understand that the
world is no longer organised around a single
centre of authority. In that sense, the world is
already multipolar. But unlike the post-Second
World War and post-Cold War transitions, the
structures of the new order have yet to fully
emerge. During the Cold War, the world was
divided into two ideological blocs and two largely
separate economic systems. Today, China lacks
the kind of satellite state networks that
characterised the 20th century superpowers,
while the U.S. is reassessing the sustainability of
its alliance frameworks, including its
commitment to Europe.

Russia, with its own great power ambitions, is
wary of being seen as a Chinese ally irrespective
of its close strategic partnership with Beijing. This
opens a window for a Washington-Moscow reset.
But the war in Ukraine remains a stumbling
block. Russia may not want to challenge
America’s global leadership, but it certainly wants
to re-establish its primacy in its sphere of
influence.

Thus, there are three great powers with
divergent interests that are pulling the global
order in different directions, rendering the
emerging multipolarity fluid rather than as a
structured system akin to the post-Second World
War order. This also means that middle powers,
including superpower allies such as Japan and
Germany, and autonomous actors such as India
and Brazil, would continue to hedge their bets.

Mr. Trump wants Europe to shoulder greater
responsibility for its own security, reset relations
with Russia and reassert American primacy in its
immediate neighbourhood even as Washington
prepares for a prolonged great power
competition with China. The idea is to return to
the classic offshore balancing. Even if Mr. Trump
fails in executing it, future American Presidents
may not be able to ignore the shifts that he has
initiated. Russia, for its part, seeks to carve out a
sphere of influence. China aims to preserve its
close strategic partnership with Russia to keep
the Eurasian landmass within its orbit, while
establishing regional hegemony in East and
Southeast Asia — moves that would cement its
status as a long-term superpower, much as the
U.S. did by asserting its hegemony in the Western
Hemisphere in the 19th century, and across the
Atlantic in the 20th century. In this fluid
landscape, Russia has emerged as the new ‘swing
great power’ between the two superpowers,
paradoxically lending the emerging multipolar
order a distinctly bipolar character.
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