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fo adf 2024-25 F T YRA Pt A ST 3G 6.5% 3! T8 &, S HEMRT a (2020-21) & §IE I Jad
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¢ | Ao faHTe! Sfide! & STace I8 Hel R AHYTaRIT I THTAd SR arell ARa-Td® AR df¥d Al

CARIRIES
GDP growth at 6.5%, the
slowest since pandemic

Though real GDP growth in Q4 accelerated to 74%, the fastest quarterly growth in 2024-25, it
was still slower than 84% in Q4 of the previous fiscal; quarterly GDP growth in Q3 stood at 64%

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan conflicts and trade ten-
NEW DELHI Decelerated ® 226 sions, India is holding up
growth its growth numbers better
hile a signifi- ) o than many advanced eco-
w cant uptick in While an uptickin . .15 s nomies,” he added.
economic ac- CE BRI The agriculture sector
C . fourth quarter of FY25 . .
tivity in the fourth quarter pushed GDP growth for 0 continued its strong per-
(Q4) of financial year 2024- the full year, this is the The chart formance in Q4, leading to
25 pushed Gross Domestic slowest rate of growth 10 5’;‘(’}”{‘;1’_‘&‘5’:@; a relatively strong showing
Product (GDP) growth for since the pandemic qsop BT for thg full year. '["he manu-
the full year to 6.5%, as per year, 2020-21 » (in %) between facturing sector’s growth
the provisional estimates ’ 231@ FrisandFras stood at 4.8% in Q4 of

for 2024-25 released by the
government on Friday, this
is the slowest since the
pandemic year 2020-21.

As per data released by

FY25, the second fastest
quarterly growth in the

Inagrowth-scarce year, on a high base of
environment... 11.3% in Q4 of the previous

India is holding up its growth year. The sector grew 4.5%
the Ministry of Statistics S i S W in the full financial year
and Programme Imple- numbers better than other(s).. 2024-25 The construction
mentation, real GDP V. ANANTHA NAGESWARAN sector returned to double-
growth in Q4 of 2024-25 ac- Chief Economic Adviser digit growth of 10.8% in the
celerated to 7.4%, the fas- Source: MOSPL, India  fourth quarter, the fastest
test quarterly growth in in the year, and faster than
the year. It was still slower  to downplay the post-CO- ing the ‘boom era’ bet- the 8.7% seen in Q4 of
than 8.4% growth seen in  VID slowdown of the eco-  ween 2003 and 2010,” Mr.  2023-24. The sector’s full-
Q4 of the previous finan-  nomy, saying that Indiahas =~ Nageswaran  explained. year growth stood at 9.4%
cial year. Quarterly GDP  held its own in a “growth-  “The growth differential in 2024-25, down from
growthin Q3 stoodat6.4%. scarce” global environ- post-COVID is higher than  10.4% in 2023-24.

ment. “If you look in real  the growth differential in The data released on
‘India held its own’ terms, India’s growth rate  the ‘boom era’.” “In other  Friday showed that growth
Chief Economic Adviser V.  differential in comparison  words, in a growth-scarce  in household consumption
Anantha Nageswaran, ina  to the average growth rate  environment post COVID  quickened to 7.2% in 2024-
press briefing followingthe  of advanced economies and despite the rising un- 25 from 5.6% in the pre-
release of the data, sought  was on the lower side dur-  certainties due to political  vious year.

31ffe we=iv & e g@T T
1. 3R AP & F3m:

2018-19(Q1) 2021-22 (Q1) 2024-25 (Q4)
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o Q4 FY25: 7.4% @Y & foIT I=dw afh fUsd av & Q4 I =)
. Qaggzgéwﬁ%mﬁﬁwwaﬁ 3R g&Uash fexardr g, dfe fUsd fad au 3 te Afsew
Gal |

2. 4R 9IS H:

o B THY R H1 7Y FHRd T, TP JATd HATHR a1 g |

. ﬁﬁuﬁ:%ﬁM%aﬁq@@,FY24$Q4ﬁ11.3%$3a3ﬂuR$amm§,a%ﬂam@rm%ﬁiﬂrrﬁr
&1 ga fear|

o IO Q4 (10.8%) & ASIEd Glex 3! B I G 7T, S gFATET @fel & g aTeit JiNT T Hobd &l o,
gTdTifor e i 10.4%¥ 9.4%dd il 8 T8 |

3. fAlt @ua:

. WY TUd H IS B a8 F 5.6% F 7.2% TP YUR T3 - I T DI GASNdd H3- BT U Ag@aqu
Xidhd, faRiy = U 9 a=1 & fFaid ok afyes siff¥aa & e 1)

4. PR} BB

. T ARG FARHR dl| 3Fd IR A dfYF gefds, URe-DIfds HffEaarsll 3R Y-S e a-ral
HI gATe od gu Hal &1 §a1d fhaTl I1i- 39 91d R IR a1 o I9d srdagawmstt & Iy YRd &1
ﬁaﬁmaia?ei;zoos-zom%qqgﬂ%aﬂq&rfﬁiﬁ%,eh"u‘ru-ﬁa‘q?"gﬁmﬁwﬁmﬁ&mﬁﬁ
U HRa1 gl

HEayul fazayor:

. THd & 99 & 1Y AH™ &1 Al Jafe gears- e fUsd auf @ ga- J 1 §, Holed Q4 3fids
sﬁ?égjngg%hﬂmw%%maﬂgﬂaﬁﬁ%lﬁo—mﬁ,ﬁﬁﬂfwaﬁ?ﬁuhmw‘lﬁqiHscqu;uf
d1YTg |

. AfF T A Y-ToFifaeE TuY, TRemiaTe, SR ERwifd % gard gRT ffgd s@afy &, URd &t 6% 9
31 g BT THIE X/ BT &A1 $U JgaR UG areht sal srfaawirsif & s x&@dl 5

. YRS P SMAIHAT: Hel BT Yobd SMTYfd-Ue URT, 97 TR & A0 3R THIHEHS & forg wd=
D SHTIRISHI 5, [ARN ¥4 ¥ fafaor &, dedetiaes i & 9911 7@+ & ol

o T S e fauTeE: S iR Fmfor & 7 gfS arior oiR sref-wret wiv @ gwifdh 8, Safe wred-
iga fafafor iR Jarsii &1 77 KR ¥ Afawd &= 3t sra=adhd gidt o

. Hifara fFAfgard: I Fifa @ fAer-Tere afe faaewgu! e a1y, 3R ISR &I fawmg o
;ﬁaﬁm%muammﬁﬁrﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁgﬁmmaﬂ%qﬁﬁwmﬁwﬁgﬂﬁGﬁTmse"lqmq\f

1Y |
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Protests spread in Arunachal Pradesh
against new hydroelectrlc pm]ects

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

An intense opposition to a
proposed mega-dam in the
Siang River belt has set off
a chain of protests against
other hydropower projects
in Arunachal Pradesh.

A society representing
several villages wrote to
the Dibang Valley district
authorities on May 29,
voicing its “strong and rea-
soned objection” to the
400 megawatt Mihundo
(Mihumdon) Hydroelectric
Project proposed on the
Dri River. Scheduled to be
commissioned in 2026,
this run-of-the-river pro-
ject was assigned to the
Satlyj Jal Vidyut Nigam.

The Ekhomey Mowo
Welfare Society, based in
Anini, the district head-
quarters, said the project
was illegal as the mandato-
ry free, prior, and in-
formed consent was not
obtained from the Gram
Sabha or the residents of
Angrim Valley who would
be affected.

The society’s general se-

Opposition to the projects was triggered by protests against the
proposed mega-dam in the Siang River belt. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

cretary, Morey Molo, and
treasurer Aisi Mow under-
lined the district’s seismic
and ecological vulnerabili-
ty, asserting that the locals
“do not want dam-based
development on our an-
cestral lands”.

Opposition to the Dri
River project came a day
after residents of the re-
mote Nukung and Mla vil-
lages voiced their resis-
tance to the proposed 1200
MW Kalai-II Hydroelectric
Project on the Lohit River
in Anjaw district during a
public consultation and so-

cial impact assessment
review.

According to the social
impact assessment report
prepared by the GB Pant
National Institute of Hima-
layan Environment, Nu-
kung and Mla villages
would be severely affected
by the project.

In a letter to the Anjaw
Deputy Commissioner, the
Nukung Welfare Society
said that the project was
unacceptable to the indige-
nous communities in the
area.

“The total obliteration
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of our ancestral land by a
project we did not consent
to is unacceptable and ille-
gal,” Roshan Tawsik, the
society’s chairman, said.

The villagers pointed
out that the potential sub-
mergence of sacred Mish-
mi tribal cultural and spiri-
tual sites by the mega-dam
was of particular concern.
These sites include Kutung
Graam, the abode of the
community’s supreme dei-
ty and Parshuram Kund
downstream.

Meanwhile, the Siang
Indigenous Farmers’ Fo-
rum vowed to intensify its
agitation against the pro-
posed 11,000 MW Siang
Upper Multi-purpose Pro-
ject and the “militarisa-
tion” of the targeted sites
along the Siang River.

The government has
been pushing this project
to be executed by the
NHPC, arguing that it
would help minimise the
adverse impact of a
60,000 MW hydroelectric
project China has been
planning on the Yarlung
Tsangpo River upstream.
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TR GeTHH:

1. fenifar gem: 11,000 AvMmaTe St Rt 3R A uds ufkae T & R oy UesiH 3y yxarfad
gRgerTST dd T 7T ] | 59 faRIY URaiSH1 & TRER GRT 31T STT o7 8T € Fifdh 19 TR JiTar
WW%%OOW@WMWW S B Ao o1 38T &, o Uit & 981 & S &1
3T G TS B

2. ¥ ¥1o9 # faRiY weri=:

faaiT a1dl: ThgIH! Hial dathaR FETEc! §RT 400 WAt &1 fUgs! @ﬁ@?}ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁmﬁm
faRTer R ama Tl &t ggafd & Ha, fieuau SfAfaq & Icead 3R YUl shifed IR &fgd g

3{SIT FSTaT: 1200 BTIETE & HalTs- 1| GRTTSHT & RIAT faRiYy TR Iivgpfaw SR sreafars JHar &1
IR Hdl 5, FSTH T U SR IRIRM $8 oI R AT § - S et Seifa & fog ufad ]

3. BT SR Afae fard: wmdioll &1 9% § i ®is Woa, I8 iR gfud Jgdfd FP|C)1;|Tl?r=|%°rﬁT|‘s‘
%ﬁ S SFEE VI, 3 SHRISR SiRIFTH (2006) %aaaﬂ%%nﬁaﬁa{f%ﬁrﬁsﬁvummp(wénﬁ
&rfﬁqomlwwqdﬂgthﬁrm%aﬁe-l?le@HHHdSlmdmuﬂ%l

4. TIRFRATIPT 3R Aieplad Hag-=irear:
o 3FUTEW U U Ao fRrrad uikfRufaet dF &1 R §, o yxaeH, Yoy iR o9 fafaear &

JH I T W ¢ |

o WM TG U T1d W IR <d & 1o g Y 3R Ufes I Had AU 781 8, dfch TRl Tgam
3R e FRARdT & HeR B

e 5. AP 3R G fd A DR BT T8 b WIS el 4 ORd 8, fadw =0 3 Fud

S (ARG W T STl Aer1sit BT UidpR S & o, 8T o1 GRaf $R Sl
STAFHRTT FT gaTer ¢d gU
Hgayuf fazeryor:

. fomm W SIBR TUs: TR-TR 81 aTe TS U B U Te8! g Bl SRTdT § - ST HTIBRI
IR TR SrESal & & foh 971 St A&al BT UisT H=AT| "I fed” o 1 TR SRR B
IRET IR BT SRIBR PR a1 A1 8 |

o IS THTG HT (THIMY) GIY: A 8 & S1av[e, TSR SRR TH [Ch-giay 31T I
%U%dl%l qrdfad, TeUTT IRt Mol e # fawadr fayr &1 Wd &l § 3R UfeRiy & 74

|

. ifoeTd ofdRTa: STafe YRd & U Agadiel Siafdedd d&d g, [avy U ¥ W3 Soll YhHUl & fig,
Tt oRarerelt & wWeRlt yrfieR! & it U s oid &1 &l W 5

. fomcdl @1 axgHdr. WT-Tieh & o, RBHR B! AP AT & AIHd [Adb-idd TdIHRUTT SHoll,
EHI-BES! 3R AR SHolf BI WS BT 1T, SRR ) GHE & 1 WA |
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Working closely with India
on defence, security matters:
New Zealand Deputy PM

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

In the current era of “great
uncertainty”, New Zealand
has started working “more
closely” with India in the
fields of defence and secur-
ity, said Winston Peters,
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
of New Zealand here on
Friday.

Speaking at an event,
Mr. Peters gave an over-
view of his country’s fo-
reign policy, and said that
freedom of navigation in
the Indo-Pacific region is
“crucial” for New Zealand.

“During a time of great
uncertainty, instability and
disorder, we have taken
steps to work more closely
on matters of defence and
security with India. A re-
cently signed Defence
Cooperation Arrangement
will facilitate closer links
between our militaries,”
Mr. Peters said, speaking at
a fireside chat organised by

Winston Peters

the Ananta Aspen Centre.

Mr. Peters, who was
among the global leaders
who had joined India in
condoling the loss of lives
in the April 22 terror attack
in Pahalgam, said that se-
curity cooperation bet-
ween the two sides is in-
creasing. “The  New
Zealand Navy is leading
Combined Task Force 150,
charged with securing
trade routes and counter-
ing terrorism, smuggling,
and piracy in the Indian
Ocean and Gulf of Aden,”
he added.

To deal with the uncer-

tain and unpredictable
conditions in the fields of
security and economy,
New Zealand has “reset”
its foreign policy and is
“significantly increasing”
its “focus and resourc-
es” on South and South-
east Asia, Mr. Peters said.
Describing India as a “geo-
political giant”, he said
that India has emerged as
an “indispensable security
actor in both regional and
global spheres. In the pre-
vailing international cir-
cumstances, he argued in
favour of giving space to
diplomacy.

“Since war and instabili-
ty is everyone’s calamity,
diplomacy is the business
of us all. We have observed
that at this moment in time
the ability to talk with,
rather than at, each other
has never been more need-
ed,” Mr. Peters said, argu-
ing in favour of safeguard-
ing rights of countries like
New Zealand that he de-
scribed as a “small state”.
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7= fdg:

1. &1 TEANT GHSNT: BT & H SXAeRd & TEANT STIRIT (DCA) HRA 3R Yoicis & s I Faeif
&I 91T | T8 FHaH SoI-URIfthe A Yoiids &I URIR® HH 47 HITTERT § 3@ § 3R HRd &I T
T JRET HINGR & &0 § A1l <l 8 |

2. Aiagd &1 WaFdT R T YRET: Yolas o 30 AR R 31fdfe B & o fagiy =u ¥ g381-
Wﬁﬁmmﬂnﬁ%mm@v%mmgﬂ%ﬁﬁmwmuﬁm (Tde TeMIMR
3R 31 P WIS | HTdHATG, T Schdll 3R TWH IR dhisd) BT A HL el 8, HRd B A1y TganT
T G R I B eIl 8|

3. URA U "WRISHITae [GHTeT & =0 : ted 7 &= SR af¥ye amal §f YRd & dgd UHTd &1 WHR
fora, 3 3rafkerd QREM AT H8T| T8 A HRd 1 Tae 53¢ UITen! 3R B18, SMe3M3R GR&
IRGHAT R Ay a0 TR § 39! dgd! AP & U gl

4. golTcs H1 e e aﬁaﬁ%ﬁvﬁ%@ﬁnﬁ%%mﬁ oitels TR,
fIRy 0 ¥ Sfamr o <faT U TRRT IR S, i iR e Bied &1 IR #1 e 8| 39w
Tguela gara iR fguela Team ST e § R YRd T B

5. R7ifcl o foTY Ueh SUBRU & &Y | FHeAlta: o tied = Hare-Smua Ty Jare™ &1 Rk abred o,
Eﬁ%ﬂvgmaﬁ 3{CIATE & SO Jrfeh DHe-lid & AT J U1 WA DI T HIA DI ATl
R 9 fean

HEayul fazawor:

o TulCIS & Y-ISHIad TW | FEare: WURNT ¥U J e 3R TR WR diad, HRd & 91 goias Pl
Tl I R i+ B JRdl, & sage™ 3R TostH! & afie TTaiawT & ufafhar g1

o YRd B! fawaTia g81-0Rifthe YHHT: 8 faem URd &t G & U [aya-1g Iqat 3R M ufda
& U H U HRA T Ghadl &I gdT g, S a2y w0 § fgg TR # 949 & TR fowr ok gfvard
S uRaSTTSll & e & QRa fedl &1 dgferd & & 9em gl

o URWNS fgd: T o= FoH-3emRa 3i TIRIT, JRI&A T 1=, STAar] GganT 3R 3MddbdIa-
A<t Iura T S I@d B 1 TGT §AT & e, TMOR SR vardt Yeeh & dgd e B Reb g

3T 1 gAferar:

o UM < S STave, ollcls FI - emareft iR Himferes gl 1 e Tarr ore aRomar o1 Hiferd
%ﬂﬂggl BT, YS! SIS dl, Tgad 31T 3R dgueia #al §f fARar 9ganT ¥ didaifas ard
|
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VeIdT, Folgd ARG YRET o DI SMaTHdT R TUY-Uwd &1 H q8d !
drdp1fcres fawT & 1Y Thidd B & A B! XWifdhd Bt gl

T foig:

1. AR &ifa 3R giadl el & Jear:

e DY HH 1,500 TR &ffU¥d U (U H 690, 3 T 534) |
o 18 ANR® AR T, forad U Tad 3ifd gutiad gafl
o HHmadf ol & smaniia SR eiie gFArd! aia & HIh! JHaH

REEH
2. TRHRI yfafear:

o HET TS HAl & YHIAT &1 & SR A oIS SATYRA 3R TcipTedd

Jad= Ue fan|

o TSl & gRaR] & Tt & v faala & &1 ez sifdfes Wgd 8k

-19d &1 Sglel 2

o Ed U UIgUaR- # g, i ) die ¥ eifodrd @RI & forw 1.2

ARG G3TaS B AT AT & ¥4 H &1 T 7|
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Rebuilding J&K

Civilians need physical and economic
security to recover from the shelling

kistan’s response to Operation Sindoor,
and Union Home Minister Amit Shah right-
ly focused on both security and development
during his visit to Poonch, where residential
areas were hit by shelling from across the border.
A comprehensive relief package is planned along-
side the construction of more underground shel-
ters for civilians. The J&K government is still in
the process of assessing damages, but Poonch
was by far the worst-affected district. A prelimin-
ary report submitted by a committee set up by
the BJP to the Ministry of Home Affairs identified
1,500 houses — 690 in Poonch and 534 in Uri —
that were damaged in the indiscriminate shelling.
At least 18 civilians — 14 in Poonch alone — lost
their lives. Pakistani shelling hit towns in Poonch,
Baramulla, Kupwara and Rajouri, and the dam-
age to civilian infrastructure was considerable.
Mr. Shah on Friday visited the affected regions,
expressed solidarity with the people, and hand-
ed out job appointment letters to the kin of those
who lost their lives. Earlier, the Leader of the Op-
position, Rahul Gandhi, and representatives of
the Trinamool Congress visited the victims.
These border residents felt heard, their sense
of fear dissipated to some extent, and their mo-
rale boosted by these visits. The Indian Army’s
statement on the India and Pakistan ceasefire
“not having an expiry date” is reassuring for the
border residents. Life is limping back to normal-
cy with residents returning to their homes, many
of them shattered by the shelling. The J&K go-
vernment is struggling to meet the demands of
the affected population. This was evident from
the relief amount approved up to 1.2 lakh to fully
damaged houses. The affected and displaced re-
sidents described it as “insufficient” for them to
return to their once-concrete and multi-storey
houses. Against this backdrop, Mr. Shah’s pro-
mise of a relief package is a ray of hope. Around
9,500 bunkers — 8,000 in the Jammu division
and 1,500 in the Kashmir Valley — have been built
by the Centre so far. However, there is a growing
demand for individual bunkers in sparsely locat-
ed populations in border areas of J&K, especially
in the Kashmir Valley, to ensure civilians manage
to shift to safer locations immediately in case of
shelling by Pakistan. The Centre and the elected
government in J&K should work in tandem to
help border residents who are in distress.

J ammu and Kashmir bore the brunt of Pa-
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Don't merely enrol students, but equip them with skills

s the admission season for colleges and

universities begins, institutions across

India are once again promoting their
programmes under banners promising
knowledge, transformation, and research
excellence. This growth in enrolment at the
undergraduate, postgraduate, and PhD levels
suggests a dynamic academic landscape full of
potential. Yet, beneath this expansion lies an
important challenge: degrees are proliferating
faster than meaningful job opportunities.

A gap that needs attention

According to data released by the Ministry of
Statistics, the unemployment rate in India tends
to increase with higher education levels. This
paradox reveals a critical gap between academic
achievement and employability — a gap that
requires urgent attention.

This challenge is particularly acute in India’s
vast network of non-elite institutions in Tier 2 and
tier 3 colleges, where most students pursue BA,
BCom, or BSc degrees and their corresponding
master’s programmes. These institutions often
face resource constraints and limited industry
connections, operating with curricula that have
not kept pace with the evolving job market. While
elite colleges make headlines for placement
challenges, the gradual erosion of employability
in everyday colleges often goes unnoticed.

In many such institutions, instruction remains
largely theoretical, with limited emphasis on
real-world skills. For example, an English
literature student might study Shakespearean
tragedy yet miss out on learning practical skills
such as writing professional emails. Similarly, an
economics graduate may understand complex
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theories but struggle with everyday tools such as
Excel. This disconnect means millions of
educated young people find it difficult to translate
their degrees into career opportunities.

This situation stems partly from a deeply
entrenched academic culture that values
scholarship and abstraction over practical
application. Within many academic circles — even
prestigious ones — higher education is often
celebrated as an end in itself, while immediate
employment is sometimes subtly undervalued.
Postgraduate degrees and PhDs are frequently
pursued not just for intellectual fulfilment but as
a refuge from the job market, creating a cycle
where many graduates end up teaching in the
very colleges that perpetuate the same system.

It is important to recognise that successive
governments have acknowledged this issue.
Initiatives such as Skill India, Start-Up India, and
the National Education Policy have pushed for
skill development, vocational training, and
entrepreneurship. However, the transformation
remains incomplete. Many undergraduate and
postgraduate programmes continue to emphasise
rote learning over practical skills. While new
courses in Al or entrepreneurship are being
introduced, they often lack depth, and
integration into the broader curriculum.

A broader societal challenge

Countries such as China and Japan have
successfully aligned education with economic
strategies by elevating technical and vocational
education to a central role in workforce
development. In India, vocational training is still
often perceived as a fallback option, both within
academia and society. This stigma limits the

appeal and effectiveness of skill-based education,
despite its vital role in economic empowerment.

This contradiction highlights a broader societal
challenge: degrees are highly valued as symbols
of upward mobility, but they increasingly fail to
guarantee it. This is not a call to abandon liberal
education or abstract learning — they remain
essential for critical thinking and creativity.
However, education must also provide tangible
economic benefits. Degrees should offer
pathways to agency and dignity, especially for
students from smaller towns and
under-resourced institutions.

A way forward lies in integrating practical skill
modules — communication, digital literacy,
budgeting, data analysis, hospitality, tailoring,
and health services — into general degree
programmes as core elements, not optional
extras. Doctoral education should be diversified
to prepare candidates for policy, analytics,
consulting, development, and industry roles, not
solely academia. Research remains vital, but it
must be pursued by those inclined towards it.

Finally, the widespread aspiration for
government jobs reflects the limited
opportunities graduates currently perceive. While
these roles remain important, expanding private
sector and entrepreneurial pathways through
improved employability will offer youth a
broader range of options. Enhancing skills and
opportunities can reduce the over-dependence
on competitive exams. India’s growing economy
demands an education system that not just enrols
students, but equips students with skills. Viewing
education as a social contract that guarantees a
meaningful connection between learning and
livelihood is essential.
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