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AT & faect! TS 8 T & Ul ol HIgH o UKdId 1 Hedl YRd &1 e TUR =0 I ygivg Afeai § 9
TF § UaT8 & SgM SR UgNUl &I HH - & oY Th Sfeddhiiad SU™ & w0 § 3t T3 | gTdifes, 9
T B AE@YUl RIS 3R ATHISTG -ToIH 1T T3t BT AT BT IS 3, [y U ¥ IR Ue™
@) RBR | Tg eI SIR-I o Ggad i, TaiaRuiiy Q- 3R gf-are aid &1 arersit &) gHifadl iR
THTRT STl 5 |

Nikhil M Babu
NEW DELHI

An ambitious plan to re-
lease water from the Ganga
into the Delhi stretch of the
Yamuna to increase flow
and dilute pollution has hit
a roadblock with the Uttar
Pradesh government rais-
ing concerns, an official
source told The Hindu.

The plan was to release
about 500 cusecs of Ganga
water from the Upper Gan-
ga Canal (UGC) in western
U.P. to the Yamuna.

As the UGC is not direct-
ly connected to the Yamu-
na, the plan was to first div-
ert water from the UGC to
the Eastern Yamuna Canal
(EYC) via an existing chan-
nel, and then divert it from
the EYC to the Yamuna.

“The water diverted
from the UGC to the EYC
has to pass through three
districts of U.P. The U.P. go-

Murky river: A sample of water from the Yamuna at ITO ghat in
New Delhi. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

vernment raised concerns
that farmers would protest
if the water is diverted and
transported through a
channel to Delhi and they
are not allowed to use it for
agriculture, despite it pass-
ing through their area,” the
source said.

The U.P. government al-
50 ﬂaﬁed that significant

re-engineering will be
needed for the diversion,
the source said.

“A committee is examin-
ing the engineering con-
cerns raised by U.P. Ho-
wever, the farmers’ issue,
first raised in July, remains
unresolved,” the source
said.

As per the plan, the ex-

The U.P. government
raised concerns that
farmers would
rotest if the Ganga
water is diverted

tra water is supposed to
pass through the Delhi
stretch of the Yamuna and
be recovered downstream
via the Agra canal by the
U.P. government. The Del-
hi Jal Board (DJB) is not
supposed to collect this ex-
tra water for drinking wa-
ter purposes.

IIT Roorkee has been
tasked with conducting a
study to increase the ca-
pacity of the Deoband
channel in U.P., which is
proposed to connect the
UGC and EYC to divert
water.

Cleaning the Yamuna
was one of the key promis-
es made by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi ahead of
the Delhi  Assembly
election.

Several delays

In 2015, the National Green
Tribunal (NGT), while
hearing a case filed by Ma-
noj Mishra, an ex-IFS offic-
er, devised the ‘Maily Se
Nirmal Yamuna’ (dirty to
clean Yamuna) Revitaliza-
tion Plan, 2017, to clean the
Yamuna and restore the
floodplains by March 31,
2017,

“We direct the Chief Se-
cretaries to prepare an im-
mediate action plan re-
quired to ensure proper
environmental flows
throughout the year, in the
entire river and particular-
ly the stretch flowing
through Delhi,” the NGT
judgment dated January 13,
2015, read. But the dea-
dline was not met.

A National Institute of

Proposal to divert Ganga water to Yamuna hits roadblock

Hydrology, Roorkee, study
recommended maintain-
ing 23 cumecs (cubic
metres per second) of river
flow after the Hathnikund
Barrage, upstream of Del-
hi. However, the current
flow stands at only 10
cumecs.

New dams

Diverting the Ganga water
was seen as an interim so-
lution. However, the long-
term solution is to con-
struct three dams in the
upper reaches of the
Yamuna.

“Once these dams are
completed, excess water
during the monsoon can
be stored and released dur-
ing the lean season to
maintain the required flow
in the river. But the con-
struction of only one of
them has started, and the
completion date is Decem-
ber 2031,” the source said.

EESICE: K 0E: K
1. TISHT &t UPpfd

. I UEE A SHUL T TER (@uid) ¥ 500 R T BT U gaf g Tex @arsdl) # sier wia
7|

. % goiel Y T A ST T &, ST U DI HIGT 9d & HIEEH ¥ 3R R ag=1 7 Jiel
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b. SN~ gfaai
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o ARAMIE UaTE Had 10 FHH &, Sl TIRfRUfA® AHds! § sgd A g |
4. Erdp1ferd JTHTYT: ¢ it H1 fmior

o SR TEAT IRA H AFYH UATE ! WU B SR HH U & HIGH & GRIA 9! 318 & g A
U Sief T UdTd fhar T g

. Had U@ §iY BT A YE 81 T &; fadeR 2031 T [T 81 &I IWE 5
. T9 dP T STAGSI TSI Bl b & ot T IU & T H ST SrdT UT|
THTST

AT B bR 9 Sfidd B & T 70 & U 1 g | 3 dTell 14T 78R Ra-TdS Gl o Yd@ifdhd
TR § - SfR-IT -9 fAmadny, foram ¥ Faferd o dag-=iied, o gHard! e & ot
3R yafarvit SrgaTe § QRIS Safeh 39 o 3 SR I8d & UGS Bt THAT & RITRR TIRGR
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question
W: T & O bl T H HIgH & gIierdl Udd o day H, Ffeidd duHl | foaR $ifo:
1. SR T 78R (gonh) e o S gt g8 B
2. STIAC [T 7Y U B! IR UeRT §RT HRT A8R & HIeqH ¥ GV ot ST T |
3. el 9Tt 918 @I Sac fohU 7Y UTHT &1 STANT U o T DT Y[l o forg & |
T A B 1/ FYF 98 3/
(a) Had 1 3R 2
(b) bad 2
(c) Had 1 3R 3
(d) 1,2 3R 3

3TR: b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

wy: Aical o TR vare gREd & 8 qiel 3R 81 ot gHaTg! aiar aRare1st &t AT &I
Tegich 3 | SR TAT §ie URTSHISH & 3MTcies H, et & WY & I8Td B | 3! &HaT 3R s
IR Td] B (150 TMeq)
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YR AFG-aold YOS & g e 1 a8 & X1 &, Ol [P & Sed garg, ar g ok Riged
RIS TR & AT ¢ | il 3R AHd Tar! & d1d 96l GoHs! & URUTHGEY 9 Had gl
uelf & gaTgd Bl 3@ 8, Sfes URA 31 WReor vfaagarstt ok &S v yonfadl & i &Y oft a1 31 98
e e o ok amifufde fRRAT & & T8X aH1d &l ISR &Rl g |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India’s countryside conti-
nues to witness a deepen-
ing crisis of human-wildlife
conflict, with increasing in-
stances of wild animals
straying into farmland and
towns that often result in
deaths of both wildlife and
people, and calls to ‘con-
tain’ animal numbers.

In many parts of Assam,
Odisha, Karnataka and oth-
er States, farmers now reg-
ularly report herds of wild
elephants entering paddy,
sugarcane or banana fields
during the night. Accord-
ing to a report by the
World Wide Fund for Na-
ture and the UN Environ-
ment Programme (UNEP),
this kind of human-wildlife
conflict has become “one
of the main threats to the
long-term survival of many
emblematic species in In-
dia”

As India’s infrastructu-

MR
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ral footprint expands, nat-
ural habitats shrink and
become fragmented. That
fragmentation forces ani-
mals to cross into human-
dominated landscapes in
search of food or migration
routes, raising the odds of
conflict.

About 186 elephants
were killed after being hit
by trains across India bet-
ween 2009-10 and 2020-
21, according to the Minis-
try of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change
(MoEFCC).

As per the data fur-
nished by the Project Ele-
phant Division of the Mi-
nistry, Assam accounted
for the highest number of
elephant casualties on rail-

way tracks (62), followed
by West Bengal (57), and
Odisha (27).

“Within a human life-
time, we have witnessed
extraordinary and unpre-
cedented changes to our
planet,” warns Margaret
Kinnaird, Global Wildlife
Practice Leader at WWF
Global. “Human-wildlife
conflict, in tandem with
other threats, has decimat-
ed species that were once
common — and pushed rar-
er ones to the brink.”

Agriculture near forests
draws elephants into hu-
man fields, increasing con-
flict. Villages in the vicinity
of several tiger reserves in
India have seen instances
of crop raids by nilgai, deer
and bison, prompting calls
by angry locals to declare
these species as ‘vermin’.

Meanwhile, sensitive
scavengers such as vul-
tures suffer silently. Once
numbering in the tens of
millions across South Asia,

Man-animal conflict frays India’s
wildlife conservation principles

several wvulture species
have seen catastrophic de-
clines — over 95% in some
species — driven by a com-
bination of habitat disrup-
tion, poisoning from vete-
rinary drugs, and
disturbance around their
traditional carcass-feeding
sites. Without vultures to
dispose of animal carcass-
es, rural India has wit-
nessed a rise in rotting car-
casses, stray dogs, and
associated public health
risks.

Recognising the urgen-
cy, the Centre has rolled
out a national-level strate-
gy. The National Human-
Wildlife Conflict Mitigation
Strategy and Action Plan
seeks to address key driv-
ers of conflict — habitat
fragmentation, damaged
corridors, and retaliatory
killing — by promoting mi-
tigation measures, data-
driven monitoring, and
stronger habitat
protection.

i ¥ SWR @ U@ gE
1. Trul § ged wuy
. 3, 3NN, FHTeH SR YA ST Y Isa W arsial o BN Y T TR R DI AR gersft
&1 g el g
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. B fORIY U9, 4T, T 3R Hd & Wdl B Heh A 8, I BId BT THH gidl ¢ 3R RIHY
el ¥ e ufafhar = gt 81

. SEYSYUH-JUSUl & 3R, HHd-g-goid Woy g1, are, fevor, Hienma sk firg ot genfaai
& Heprierep ST & foTT U @Rl # 9§ T o T 6|

2. gl e & fawR & sRuT vafa s
. TSN, Yed, T 3R e I & deit J IR & BRI gl &:
o Rigsdshma
o Wfsa e
o VARl AN &1 fdged

. Tfed ukexg SHaR! 1 HISH a1 JRIA A1 &1 aaRT § AMa-UYd ard R &1 OR S & oY
AR Hd ] |

3. THPY | I arell Hid: ¥erd A5+ U YW R & *U |
. 2009-10 3fR 2020-21 & &, 186 BT &I Al I AR fam mam T

o S{YH: 62

o UfYH §IS: 57
o) 3‘“'%*2”1 27

o YT I fQUTT TR XAa SHRIBINGT & i TRIE TG 3R THTAT a=siia-IRiE gt gid @
U BT IR el g |

4. 3919 § G Y™

. o, fRRuT, I3 3R B gRT BUd &1 hels 7 $E TSI B "Bls” Dftd B B AT 6
o fear g, o 98 O W Al &) AR § Hee i W R

. U A e &
o e AR
o agoitdl & Ul gLl BT &RUT
o 3T yonierd) # faurg gedr g
5. Tob UIRfRAUfA® Tabe: frgl &1 uaq
. TH IR URd H AT0H €U 3, G B et & 95% ¥ 31w &t fiRmae offs g
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. PHRUN T M &;
o SIEHIIG oyt Uy fafdset garsit & Tues & ST
o & WISH & A &1 IHAH
o TATaN Bl TSTS!
. MG & ged FRUE:
o Fed Wdl # g
o SMTARI Pl b 3TaTdl H ik
o T HIdul-ch WY SHREH (eitel, SIS
6. Hifa wfaferar. I8 ara-a=usiia wad T Yot
&% P B O BT IRATE B
RIET SMTaTSTe! AT B o 1T gl TierR| & Tefed BT
o SUHTHG 3MTATT B 5T DHRAT
9y gicwic B Scl-ganad MRM! H JUR
SER G3HTdSl, YGRS S[STd o H1eH I Ul=nel garsdi &l &8 &H-

. fagm-anuia T uelkal & U SR-3nenid Uga, URfNS TdTa-T Womell, ST &I, dobfcld
RIICE]

TS Bid g8 Y, wrafaa Aeagul g o+ 85 &
e

YR H TexTaT AFa-UL] T9Y HRA & TR AISd § Ueh Hifere a-1d foig BT Hobd odl &: famr = umikfRufas
e @t fie B four B 1 Idd I+ Ue uRexg-Waid ef¥Iur o Tl &-al § St TierR! & gaiifid
FRAT &, RITFT TS DI WREUI &1 & ThIdpd Hrdl &, 3R UIRUfTS sl & A1y i snasienait
! Tgferd BT ¢ | debTd HRATs & o1, URA oid fafdedr 3R &R a7 a=uohial & ary vg-3ifded o 38A
aqTel @ b I ST Y W BT iR ST B
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

7y : frafefaa syl R foar sifse:

1. Jafar faee YRd & AFa-g-geiid 9gy & THE a1 3 9 T g |

2. Y0 Ue Rl R BTl &1 1id 3q § 9ad Sa1e 6|

3. URd H Il &1 3ardl # fRTae T 0 ¥ a9 ®IH & JH9H & HRU§s 6
T A B 1/ FYF 98 3/

A. Had 1 3R 2

B. $adl 2 3R 3

C.%ad 1 3R 3

D. 1,2 3R 3

3xIR: a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY : YRd BT dgdl HHd-a-goiid Toy g3l gIRRUTde 3R M- fawhadisti &1 g=idl g | HRd H dgd ATd-
Ug] g & HRUN 3R GRUMH Bt Sird o | R 2= ot &1 gamd 21 (150 Tsg)
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A1 & ol siaRer &3 D1 I THI HCHT A 9d ST BT b -3 Y: YIS Udhe 37U Ugdl Hafd oS
TRI&UT 1 I B B A% X811 I8 b1 G: YA RMave Uehfies! o gl SR oo siafes g
IR A 9fYep Farsii-fa0y U I Waueq & 91y ufaegef o &) T+ B SaTush Aglbien Gl UR TSl

STl g

yqE fig ok He
1. T §3M?

. deWy A SREH edrRe da Jex I 3 SATe Uidl & UH: TRisd ave,
S -3 % TS AfeT uierr &1 uar fear|

o dbc THAYaD Al (a1 T A FAEd dfeT R0 & SR [awmd &
. RGN TH "R T8 AT B YIT &, Forid HRUT ite dfeT fawa
BT

Tg fawadr IR Wieh 9 f$T Tart (2015) & SR WHTH gRT ITHAT &1 T8

3T gAfaal o et 81

2. F: WaisdT sa-1 $fed i 82

G: TRINSY RAdhel Dl S GG o1 gy

IRU] QUFDHRUN & §1G TR Gy

3 S | 3o BT FTOGR

. gWAIAS 39 R g d19 ¥ S

TISIS & $S Ybs & R sifad Afg o=

IR, TG 1 10 H Dig ff foae SUH1 BRI §9 IHd &
o 0O SR gE
. df$TosTH
. IRTATHD -3

3§ a9, WUy Fafd U T 39 gRa o34 dTefl TeHHs S g1

3. 919 & fore ge-3 Fat Aram vadn 82
gfg guf forar Srar g, df e 8T
. o B Ugdl W ¥4 ¥ [ Ryd g7 sy Fefta-9uft &1 Adbe

The Zhugue-3 racket takes off from the Jiuguan
Satellite Launch Center, in China, on December 2,
2025 REUTERS

Chinese firnrs
reusable rocket
fails to complete
landing rest

Reuters

The r iden test of LandSpace’s
next-generation zhugque-3 rocket ended in
failure on wednesday, dashing the
Chinese firmis hopes of becoming the

thi

test a reusable spacecrafi.
“The rocket was not able (o complete a

gontrolled landing following an initial

1 & news agency Xinhi

u-uurn-u

"An abnormal combustion event
accurred during the process, preventing a
soft landing on the recovery pad,” Xinhua
1. "The recave ed, and the
ecific o wcder further
Sialysis and investigation.”

Zhuque-:
highlights the

n;rln—l |I

tempt

would use data collected during the flight
to opumls its rocket rLLch.ry
Iy

the Chinese ﬂ:uke(
even beat Falcon &

Beljing's growth in space, allowing for a
ot e
<o the country p
e satellite consiciations to
rival SpaceX’s Starlinl
As low-or Lumklldllundeluyant
w

y
routine reuse and roward airline-: q(yh:
operational cadence, contributing to
" power objectives,”

paceX pioneered commercial rocket

reusability about a decade ago with its

workhorse Falcon 9, disrupting an

launch industry that

hle boosters
carded in the ocean or remain

in space after their mission.

The reusable Falcon 9 core stage
allowed SpaceX to launch fs Starlink
satellites in 2019, ster t
becoming the world's largest operator.

In October, Musk praised Zhuque-3's
i i -

mature, Zhuque-2 can be re s
20 times and carry a payload nrmnmple
satellites weizhing 15 tonnes

t the gap is still wide, and there is no
o TLandSpace will catch up.
SpaceX had jts first suc ful Falcon
booster landing in 2015 afier two failed
attempts. Much of the global rocket
indusery has since gmdu.my sought o

Neverthelens, Finaune 3 matden it
ndspace ahead of domestic

P
Blue Acrospace, which are working on
« systems. And it

has come Ll\)‘w to a Falcon ‘)—rl.‘ﬁ‘!
reusable vehicle.
Reusable rocke

s require complex.

SpaceX has carried themn .
After stage separation, the booster has o
turn around in space, firc its cngines to
slow down, survive a supersonic fall

hen restart its

engines just seconds before reaching
water or a landing pad

Small mistakes in mu rocket's angle or
engine timing e the booster spin
out of control, he lan,
brn up on the way down.
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. 18T UMS o I & W&l
. 20 IR d% T YOS (ST o ST gRT g fhan man ))
. o @-31f 3ifdie (LEO) IUUE & Y aHTd B i A Bt AT & g H, ufauaf HR W} &
o WITH BT LRIdH
o 3HV PIR
o U S HRATETH
%WQTQJC-ﬂcmﬁMQ“M@ﬂT-ﬂﬂl‘ldﬁwHwQa%SﬁTW&ﬂqﬁ[ﬁWﬁ%—:{&ﬁaﬁ$m
|

4. 9 3 el siafver ds

-3 ST P g Ufaeaieial § it Tadl 3
. EWY
. Tifdes SHolf
. S0 s TRy

dfoh TWHTR & 1Y R TS 91 §3MT 3| T8T I b TaH 7 = ot T -3 & fSolz ol S=IeHs &
U H WieR o, Afee arRafds &mar ws I%d dfe W R 3Rl 8 - $2 T o 949 & onft a&
BRI H_A1 91 &

5. TSP fAfgard
a. 3afve § Y-Irerifae ufawauf
T: TN Jbe. & TN — TR SUUE! BI doit I dHIkdT — IO a1y — g
. FiSaE e
A REISE]
. R
. JTIER
o BT A&T CRId® &1 Tgfed BT g, fSram! Jusf o, b <) T Y-IoHIfdd Agd g
b. SFH | URA & T Ia®
HRd & UIN:
. IR HIYH: YAST UETUT T (HRUA) BRIHH
. Pl 8 & Sga Reet e e, siftiga
9 @ ot TRT YR & o ™ Ud faea & ot @M iR OH: TR aid Wielffasat & saraamiiasRun

P A Ilerhdl Bl JTifbhd Bl g
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AT

9 -3 DI HA AfST I: Ty Adbe Soll—aiTT Bt Sfaf-ied siteadrsil &I 3@ifhd ®Rd! |, dfde- arTd
THTdT Sidfer uga & fa=n & 99 & @Rd Ta &1 H1 81 IRl ¢ | SIaid eh] WIUR] &I Tadhs o &
fTe <17 &) Aearhignsli # 38 Bl &, Ugel IS 31U ol sialer 3TN & fie Ue uqw Hid &1 Uik 5|
YR & foE, 59 TRE & ge1pd . Taieaal B o w7 iR fawfa afye sfafver umikfRufawt & &
gferegeff s I8 & fore ol FaaR &1 A1 I & 0TS Agd Bl SR I g

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: G: TS el & IR | Fafeafead sy= w faar o4

1.3 I P SR B3 3o . Uoda o TI=Ihdl il 8

2. 3 SUUG! DI Al PR DI ART DI BIH! HH B G|

3. Had BRI faRef TR = . Tas Hefig Adbel &1 Thadydd URIevr 6o g |
T A B 1/ FYF 9E 3/

(a) had 1 3R 2

(b) Had 2 3R 3

(c) Had 1 3R 3

(d)1,2 3R 3

37} a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

: AP YOI 3R YR & SHdRe HRISHH o ol G: TSI Rahe] o folT o & Ga1d o UMD
YTl Pt ST d DY | (250 2eq)
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IehdTd fedarg A Ue R bR avH Hi9d &t gesii & fore gfaor TR adta &3 ot sl Jag=iiadr &1
IR R fear 81 Jafd diciwr &) AR} aFg &fd 3R samue a1 &1 ATHAT ST UST, Ihdld &
SR 7 =rs B Y 30 R faa, R YR & W) a1g Ty H T8l TREATHS 3R AISHT 3faRTd BT
TdT 91| HUedId 59 §1d R USRI SEdl § [ $d STaarg-Haferd i 3d Td HeT R Hal $I

et | ot 3 fRepa S B
q@1 fazayor
1. fidier &1 9UR guE
. 14 TG 9 3w AT YT gY 3R 474 A feqar & e Rt dum
oI T@ifed B g |
o Thard o " I T - G 9 U B & § HewT 6T - A S1yayd
§1¢ T R 1|

. JE BT &1 STofarg ge1sil H S U U Ues &l J9INR ol 5: et 7ifal
QI 9Tdl TehdTd, TH ASNRI J S84, e 7Y db auf 3R 3= It
&fdr BT HRUI 7 B |

2. 98 P1 91¢ Tbe: Th ATl U

2015 B §1¢ & d18 3R R 2023 & a1¢ J o FHRR IFaT & d1avg, A9
B AT BT UST:

. 249 H 18 9 SR
. TR SeRE
PROI:
1. et fEameT ey
o UTC AT
YIUS ! HH HA aTell Uadh! I

o fovawR SR FHiRH A IR A 3udTe &1 & S arel i Afeat
SR &R 3ifaera H gfg (@, HARIAIR)

~ . '_
Sting in the tail
Ditwah devastated Sri Lanka, and
exposed infrastructure gaps in India

uring its slow crawl over Sri Lanka in No-
D vember, Cyclone Ditwah was a rain ma-

chine that repeatedly swept over the
same areas for days, eventually precipitating a
national disaster with widespread flooding. Four-
teen lakh people were affected, and at least 474
were killed. After crossing Sri Lanka, the system
re-entered the Bay of Bengal and briefly reintensi-
fied, bringing heavy rains to north Tamil Nadu
and south Andhra Pradesh. By December 1, the
storm’s remnant parked itself off Chennai’s coast
as a deep depression. The next day, after around
18 cm of rain over 24 hours, the city woke to
flooded streets and widespread waterlogging.
While that much rain would test any urban drain-
age system, public frustration has mounted. That
Ditwah was tricky to predict made matters
worse. Chennai’s storm water network has been
rebuilt and extended after the 2015 floods, and
again since 2023, but it cannot be flood-proof. In-
tegrated projects in local basins are designed to
handle intense bursts rather than hours of heavy
rain. The GCC has said that it has spent 35,200
crore over four years to add around 1,100 km of
new drains, with three-fourths of the work done.
A separate endeavour to fix smaller broken links
is incomplete, leaving many streets waterlogged.
Chennai’s flat layout, increasing paved area, and
the three rivers running through it from catch-
ments in Tiruvallur and Kancheepuram also
mean that when a storm system inundates those
basins and Chennai together, water levels will
rise quickly. Recent floods in north Chennai ex-
posed the encroachment and shoddy desilting of
the Kosasthalaiyar. With its ability to tolerate
flooding diminished, the GCC had to shut some
drains and pump stagnant waters against reverse
flow. By lingering near Chennai, the new storm
had similar effects.

The Thiruppugazh Committee appointed after
the 2021 floods produced a 600-page report with
basin-wise recommendations and numerous
measures. The State government has cited this
report while justifying design changes and drain
upgrades, building artificial water bodies, and
seeking central funds for an ‘Integrated Urban
Flood Management’ project, yet the report re-
mains out of public view. There is also no verifia-
ble consolidated implementation plan with a
deadline. Flood maps and elevation models exist
for the Chennai basin but they are not a shared
reference for enforcement and relief efforts,
while proper zoning and limits on construction
continue to elude residents. Thus, the rains un-
derline an unresolved story while spotlighting
gaps in infrastructure and transparency. As the
upgrades take shape, the State must publish the
report and ensure hazard maps and basin-wide
coordination efforts as well as temporary solu-
tions such as pumps keep pace with the storms
that routinely test them.
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2. WA ST SaRAHT a1
o ST A 5,200 TS ¥UY B AR T 1,100 fhariex AT &I SaT
o T g2 g i 3R 31 eadh TShI B HHOIR WA &
o T YUK HH <ia 3fafd HT et Il 5, 7 b del b g+ arell aui &l
3. W9 IRE-ardt wH=ag
o OfF ATS & 1Y TAUGUl &7 H 1 3T @, o WeR B! & dr IR Sl g
4. 3ifarspHor 3R TG I@RET
o fedn e e
o TG I
o 3HfIHHUI B BRS¢ P & UTpTaies SHIIT &HdT H B 31 e &
3. HRITT fawerar: uRefRiar ok ww-ag #1
R wfafa @ fRaré
. 2021 P 91G P §I dIR BT T (600 TE)
. 390 IRF-IR RIwING 3R T Tdhidd a1g Yse Arsd MAd §
. o P AT BRa THY g 39 NUIE BT garan Sar @
. iR ot RUIE Ardeies ¥4 4 IUasd o1 &, fored Sratacg! & aem o @1 §
TqE I
. D3 JAfPGd HafaaT GHIRAET e
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THH T Y Iuhi e fbu ord @

o TR Aol YaR 3R HHGR GRINTT JRER

4. YR & ¢ U Hab
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. 3t AR, g iR ¢l 7 § e arel Thard
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. UPIPd UL 916 ae B Bl Ueb AP eI S g1 & (U 1S, W,%Ewaﬁé@w%
quIfe

ThdTd feadre gfmr TR & Siaarg i 3R wedt daieal & e sed ik &) ¥@ifed R 81 Safe
s 7 He@qu el o | oW fosar 3, Wisd Ao, sruasy gReRidr, Sifasaur 3R sreR ofd et
g AU BT HHOR HIAT SRT TWA & | SI-o1 ffees auf ot geany 3ifde 3 g St §, sy &1
JonTd faRiog RO UHIRId St anfey, IRM-aaTdt ToHT AR HR-1 AT, §1¢ & o= HI FaTferd dl
TR, MR efertiere Rien Sa¥e & 1y Uul S STl SUTd &l Thidd HR1 A1t | 39 ke &I Il
R BRaTE & farl, I8 § IR-R 3 arell a1 BT DM g ||

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Y : URd H TPIpd e} 91¢ G (AT3GUBTH) P AR IHdl W T4l BT | AR B 3=
Fraar areit auf & ufa a=iien a9 & o w1 GUR Snava® §2
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&, 3R, FESH HRA & JaY YHERel foaRe! § ¥ T g, R ot greTelF IoHifae e iR
TG UM & 3T 3% fauRl &l Iuged a1 SHfawRd 991 1 AT e &1 T T3 b,
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g7 Gferd a1 a1 ¥, e T e Aldd aRiH® 3, oM faar sy YRd & wifdd, ufafAfia sik diead
& A & o Sawus g

T faw ok ad
1. ATHR B! ISP Udipdlg A W by & RiTfUd &A1

e AU IR YT SRR TaSHR B! YdibTdd U I U1 8, S 3R STEIare &l 396

HexU STERHT ¥ S BT ]

. AT P P dSH B ISl B SRS & Y & RTT Hall g, w1 B foadt +ft goms
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T | UiRAfAIE $A &1 SR
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DI HT DI |
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o« T 9HSId & 916, SREU dhad 39 Adardis & Hiar Aig ol
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e 1937 & Al U HIUY & IHIGIRT A RFET el R 1 Siid g1k - o 3idSdhR & SR &1 gy
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5. o9 BT HHATY 3R JRITHI U= Hooll
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TS|

. Afde srexiare & fom, ufafafe d=m Ieifa & <ar-3meTd IR & Soig die-se Ufaayf do
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TTSHR HI fORNd P AR YidTa® IRT AT g+l AT H TR F17 STl § S aTA AoT e
SR BT YA B & | IR ATSH BT HTH H ATG [Tl 3 fob SAESH T T8 A 3R Ao
RIS 9, et Wfd, Ui, Iyarg iR S1fd &1 faxawor ore Hf 4Rd & ddbad &1 THeH & g
HE@qU g | 3] (TR JgaReAdhard! [apiadl, TRl IR SIS Hool 3R IRATHS ST BT 3FGE!
XA A Tde! URT & RIATE Adra ool g1 Biobicead Y §, sfegar & f[aari W R § faar &
HAd AT Bl T & IR T 81 ©, Sl aaqd™ BT e o SR 3ifd Tyl Hiaw & Hed-1 HA
FARTRI

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

UY: & 3R, SFASHR P AoHITad [GaR] & de¢ H Fafeied syl R foar i
1. I8 MAHS ! & SR Sferd avif & T 31erT-3fenT Ratae Hed o1 gad= faa
2. 7T WA YT fob J1FaTE U 3R & S Ug=H sl IR TR g1+ <Mie gl

3. 35iA de T fob TIRaTd® URad & SO Ui d Sl b TIH I SIiTd SIS BI g fhdl o
qHdT g

SR & A B T/ HY TE /22
A. ad 1

B. %dd 1 3R 2

C. had 2 3R 3

D. 1,2 3R 3

33X : a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY : 3H HAdcarsi A Ui U J GGl giad JeHiidd UidHidd & Sifid &R [Gdl 61 SESH &
fIaRY 3R THBTEH FATE IoHid & HeH H 59 dd W 9] d | (150 sg)
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they belong to the same category.

Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkata and Chennai are
similar in age, scale and cultural importance and
all four appear in rankings of “global” or
“liveable” cities. Yet, anyone who has lived in
them knows how much the security that they
offer their residents during cyclones or extreme
monsoon days differs. That divergence is not just
an Indian curiosity but points to a deeper
problem with how we define and measure
“modern” urban life, and which recent floods
across Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Thailand, and the
Philippines made clear.

The UN-Habitat City Prosperity Index
combines productivity, infrastructure, quality of
life, equity, environmental sustainability and
urban governance into a single picture. The
Global Liveability Index scores cities on stability,
health care, culture and environment, education
and infrastructure. The City Resilience Index
focuses on how well cities withstand and recover
from shocks, including extreme weather, across
health and well-being, economy and society,
infrastructure and environment, and leadership
and strategy.

‘While these approaches acknowledge that
economic output, public services, social inclusion
and environment all matter to urban welfare,
they do not yet add up to a coherent way to judge
whether a city actually affords its residents a
“developed” life in a world in which the climate
regularly breaches new extremes.

P eople often discuss India’s big metros as if

The Asia floods

Cyclone Ditwah brought intense rain to Sri Lanka,
triggering flooding and landslides that killed over
400 people and displaced tens of thousands in
Colombo and in densely populated countryside
settlements. In Indonesia, cyclonic storms
triggered floods and landslides across Sumatra,
killing hundreds and destroying villages in river
valleys and on steep slopes. Southern Thailand,

Vasudevan
Mukunth

The impact of
extreme natural
events in Asia
points to a
deeper problem

of how ‘modern’

urban life is
being defined
and measured

including the city of Hat Yai, experienced rainfall
reported to be the heaviest in centuries. The
resulting floodwaters were several metres deep
while national leaders also acknowledged failures
in warning. In the Philippines, Typhoon Kalmaegi
inundated parts of the Visayas region, including
Cebu, leaving dozens dead and lakhs displaced.

Hat Yai and Cebu are secondary cities
integrated into national economies. Hill towns
near Colombo are similarly linked to the capital’s
labour and commodity markets. Yet, many of the
affected settlements do not appear on the major
indices. This is because liveability rankings
typically cover capital regions and a small set of
global hubs while global city indices focus on
financial and research functions. The first flaw is
that the places that absorb much of the real risk
of rapid urbanisation due to a changing climate
are often excluded from the systems by which
“modern” urban life is assessed.

Shortcomings in liveability indices

Where data does exist, the floods reveal a more
structural problem. The grey infrastructure in the
most affected places was designed for weaker
storms and was quickly overwhelmed by more
than 300 mm of rain in 24 hours. Early warning
and evacuations were only partial, leaving
families in south Thailand reportedly trapped on
upper floors for two days. Landslides in Sri Lanka
also struck at night.

However, liveability indices record whether a
city has hospitals, schools, parks, and public
transport but are nearly silent on whether
drainage networks can handle 21st century
cloudbursts, whether hillsides are free of
construction, and whether there are safe and
accessible alternatives to informal housing.
Prosperity indices may measure the share of
households in “durable” housing, yet rarely
differentiate between a brick house on a stable
terrace and one cut into an unstable slope.

These gaps matter because the assessment

The climate is breaching the wall of urban metrics

paradigms have become part of the way States
and investors decide where to deploy capital. A
city that scores well on connectivity and business
climate may also pay scant attention to drainage
or slope stability, yet still attract more
investment, even if that investment deepens
exposure in floodplains or unstable hillsides.
Public officials who are aware of what “moves the
needle” prioritise airports, metro lines, and
waterfront promenades, all of which signal
modernity, while the less visible work of desilting
canals, maintaining culverts, enforcing building
codes and relocating people towards sites of
lower risk remains politically thankless.

The inequity

Because most indices use city-wide averages, they
misprice risk and shift it to those with the lowest
capacity to bear it. Rising land values and
expanded infrastructure in flood-prone areas
show up as higher prosperity and better access.
‘When extreme rain arrives, wealthier residents
benefit from better mobility and services and can
often protect themselves with insurance while
peri-urban settlers scramble in structures that
crumble or flood first, even though they too live
in a city assessed to be “modern”.

International funds and technical assistance
programmes often require cities to produce
certain plans and indicators; cities that can
already do this, which are typically larger and
more prosperous, become the main recipients of
adaptation support. Projects are then designed to
satisfy reporting requirements, not necessarily to
address the most acute local hazards. Eventually,
the media and urban elites adopt the vocabulary
of “top-10 most liveable”, “world-class” or
“smart” cities while planning curricula and
engineering standards adopt global indices as
reference points, embedding their biases into the
next generation of urban professionals.

mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in
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