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Two-rate GST to kick in on September 22

Govt. keeps slabs at 5% and 18%; introduces ‘special’ I
40% rate for goods such as tobacco and luxury items

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Goods and Ser-
I vices Tax (GST)
Council, during its

56th meeting, decided to
revamp the tax structure
into a primarily two-rate
system, as proposed by the
Central government, Un-
ion Finance Minister Nir-
mala  Sitharaman an-
nounced on Wednesday.

Apart from the two rates
of 5% and 18%, the new
GST system would also in-
clude a 40% “special rate”
on sin goods such as tobac-
co and luxury items such
as large cars, yachts, and
helicopters.

The decisions will come
into effect from September
22 for most items, she said.
Only tobacco and tobacco-
related products will move
to the new structure at a
date to be specified by the
Finance Minister.

The government also
calculated that the net fis-
cal implication of the rate
cuts, based on consump-

tion patterns in 2023-24,
would be 348,000 crore.
However, the officials clari-
fied that the real implica-
tion would be known on
the basis of current con-
sumption, and that the
rate rationalisation was ex-
pected to result in a bu-
oyancy effect, and im-
proved compliance.
“These reforms have
been carried out with a fo-
cus on the common man,”
Ms. Sitharaman said. “Ev-
ery tax levied on the com-
mon man has gone
through a rigorous looking
into, and in most cases, the
rates have come down. La-
bour-intensive industries
have been given good sup-
port. Farmers and agricul-
ture will benefit from the
decisions. Health-related
sectors will also benefit.”
She further said that
common-use and middle-
class items will see a reduc-
tion, with products such as
hair oil, soap, shampoo,
toothbrush, toothpaste, bi-
cycle, table and kitchen
ware, and other household

List is out: Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman speaking to the media after the GST Council

Individual life insurance policies, individual health
policies will move to 0% slab from the earlier 18%

meeting in New Delhi on Wednesday. PTI

articles being moved to 5%
from either 18% or 12%.

No tax on Indian breads
The other items moving
down to the 5% rate in-
clude namkeens, sauces,
pasta, instant noodles,
chocolates, coffee, and
butter. Twelve specified

bio-pesticides, bio-men-
thol, and labour-intensive
items such as handicrafts,
marble, travertine blocks,
granite blocks, and inter-
mediate leather goods
would move from 12% to
5%. Notably, cement will
move from 28% to 18%.
The Finance Minister

further said that items
such as ultra-high tempera-
ture milk, paneer, and all
Indian bread, including ro-
tis, chapatis, and parathas
would see their tax rate fall
to 0% from the earlier 5%.
On insurance services,
individual life insurance
policies and individual

health policies will move to
0% from 18%.

A total of 33 life-saving
drugs and medicines will
move from 12% to 0%,
while spectacles to correct
vision would move from
28% to 5%. The tax on elec-
tric vehicles has been re-
tained at 5%.

“The long-pending in-
verted duty structure is be-
ing rectified for the man-
made textile sector by
reducing the GST rate on
manmade fibre from 18%
to 5% and manmade yarn
from 12% to 5%,” Ms. Sitha-
raman said. “That will take
care of every anomaly due
to duty inversion in this
sector.”

Inversion rectified
The inverted duty struc-
ture regarding fertilizers
will also be rectified, with
the duty on sulphuric acid,
nitric acid and ammonia
being reduced from 18% to
5%.

The special rate of 40%
will apply only on particu-
lar sin and super-luxury

Move likely to reduce prices of daily-use goods,
food items, life-saving medicines and cement

goods such as pan masala,
cigarettes, gutka, chewable
tobacco, zarda, unmanu-
factured tobacco and bidi,
as well as goods including
aerated water, caffeinated
beverages, mid-size or
large cars, motorcycles of
engines exceeding 350 cc,
helicopters and airplanes
for personal use, and
yachts or other vessels for
private use.

Ms. Sitharaman further
explained that the GST rate
on pan masala, gutka, ciga-
rettes, chewable and un-
manufactured  tobacco,
and bidi would remain at
28%, in addition to a com-
pensation cess, as current-
ly in place.

Once the Centre dis-
charges the loans it had
borrowed to compensate
States, these tobacco and
tobacco-related items will
move to the 40% slab. Ms.
Sitharaman said the loan
would likely be repaid
within this calendar year.

KEY REDUCTIONS
» PAGE 4

gUR 1 g1 fagiwane

1. GI-g AT

o AP 3R MHFT SYTNT & JTHMT TR 5% |
o SHIYBIR 3 T3 IR 18%|

o UM & IHH @d1p, Tebl) 3R daon] aegell @l BRI, Awrefl, edpreRl) & fw 40%

"faRIvER" |

2. ATAAP I3 IR A B
o Siia ST 3R TarRA ST UifeiRit 18% ¥ 0% dd aai s |

o 3feTl-TEC! gy, TR, e, Turchl, TR1S 3R 33 Siia & GaNd 0% HRIMARAgNTS |
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3. 3 IuahT Y axgai A

o I, Y, TYUE, WIZfohd, SR, Aldbaie, HIwT AR AHe o e Wi # & Sam |
4. I YD AT BT HAIT BT

o U AFY fAftfd wgeR 3R I &) geTHR 5% HRICATTAT|

o SURD: YW T B 18% T GTHR 5% Hx fear w1l
5. TeTeq fAfgand:

o ST ISR ¥ ARTA: 48,000 HRIS TTY AT

o IRPBR B oG JHAM B! WU & [T IBTA 3R SIUTH Y HI IHE g

S DeH HT Hed

. TRABIV R UREGRIAT HH GST Wd B 3R Tl 5, Haraisi & foIu |feddl &) HH Bl 2|

o JUYHITET IAE: AP IXG3, WA ST 3R Tarefi & Sl 8 FREaC S 3G 8, fore gy o
3R HHGR Tg! D! T e

o YH-TEF &A1 ) 91T TWIRAY, THST 3R I HH HR & & A1e0H T Ufag i U &d 8|

. faEnfonl &1 guR: faf o & Jeam ugam ard S Yo TRa1sH B G o s @1 B

. gfora TR0 TR SR U0 aGT T I HUUH BT AHAT AT ISl 5, orad dx yorent §
T YA i B

it &

. o "ot [RIAE: 48,000 RIS FUL B! IVHIET AR TWHR & a0 W a1 81 Tobd! g Il
IBIATRISATATS |

. HFEIT F Ye;: U T H TR qaumrl iR 9] & o’ edaiiad Y Ual &R 9adl g

. HE-IST TG ST Gafaet R F1R Iy fidr s¢1 Tdd &, @R dfad B0 gabiat & Y|

. ETEpifa gaTa: gTaifes Sifiwi avqe it 8, foeT uru/faanfyar &t avgsit R w14 o1 &=-fafkry
TUTd B Tl g

e

&l-aR Suge] WA YRd & 3Mde HR gUR H Th Ag@yul Hid &1 TR g, S WRadl 3R e & dd
TG Tt AT G T & 1Y WA 81 HTIRID a3 TR &R Bl HH Hh 3R Yoo GhH| Bl 1P Hb,
YR HY IuHiadrst iR IdEH! B T 9 § dHIFId HRT &1 g, Iorbsa Higard ek Irsd-
W fane g fRuRar &1 udtemr Sl afe Toled sruTer SR fSfied AR gRT Res fan orar g, <
g THITd STTCT MG GerdT, Sfdct 3R UTUR B 7 TIHT B 9¢1 bl § — HRA D1 31ffes e

3R AgIHRIH TG |
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TY: SHegd! & eu o gTa & ¥ THmERT # "Il Yo TIa-T" Veg B! Jeid HIdl 6:

(a) U} FRUFT 1T IR AIA WR IR B &R FHal T &1 g1 § HfH Bl B
(b) T FRUFY o R AT &t qa1 H ST IR R Bl & 31w g |

(c) U1 HIHET gt $7Ye 3R 3T3eYe gl &l GST A Fe &l T8 &

() T HIHA STET T &1 ITE W &l §R bR T el & |

31N : b)

JUITERTT JeT U4 31T Uy

: dfgior gfcRue i dr &1 9gIa1 g1 & ol Iec Yoob WRAAIST Dl 3ldh DRl Hg@
IRF & & o Jed # 39 e, &) JaIfd o H Siiewc! gfaasul & Agd &1 Jedidhd ® | (TR 150
! § EifvTg)
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IR HRA AT & Ha&fdd TR smaersft ¥ S X878, TAR SRS & HRUI s o4l § a1, YR 3R Y
2c U g feuree uew, Ui, S-SR, gRamm, fiweh iR sxiiarte & goit Aid, 8 T9M WR fa=ime iR
BOd & ddTal & ga-T & | T8 Adhe 7 Had IRA AN & AFGT R 31f® Id BT ISR &l §, Jied
YR DT Ul qaTRal 3R STaarg 3G e J0Hiadl § eHeiiedl & off SR 1 g |

Dozens dead as heavy rain, floods,

landslides batter northern States

The Hindu Bureau
DELHI/CHANDIGARH/
SRINAGAR/RAIPUR

Heavy rain and floods con-
tinued to batter States in
northern India on Wednes-
day.

In Himachal Pradesh, 11
people died in the past 24
hours during which rain
triggered landslides. In
Punjab, the swollen Sutlej,
Beas and Ravi rivers
caused widespread devas-
tation with the State go-
vernment pegging the
death toll in recent rain-re-
lated incidents to 37.

In Jammu & Kashmir,
two people were killed and
hundreds rescued follow-
ing a heavy downpour. The
Jhelum and Chenab rivers
were flowing above the
danger mark.

Nearly 100 border out-
posts of the Border Securi-
ty Force and around 110 ki-
lometres of fencing along
the Pakistan border in Jam-
mu and Punjab have been
affected by floods, a senior
government official said.

In Chhattisgarh, four pe-
ople were killed, three in-
jured and three went mis-
sing when a small dam
collapsed in Balrampur
district. A fresh low-pres-

On duty: NDRF personnel prepare to patrol a flooded area at Gaggo

Mahal village near Amritsar on Wednesday. pTI

sure area over the Bay of
Bengal brought copious
rain to Odisha and is likely
to bring heavy rain to the
Andaman islands and
southern Bengal in the
next few days.

In Himachal Pradesh,
seven deaths were report-
ed from Sundernagar of
Mandi district, two in Kullu
district and two from Bith-
al in Shimla district. Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu said 341 persons lost
their lives this monsoon so
far, adding that there had
been 45 cloudbursts, 122
landslides and 95 flash
floods. The State incurred
a cumulative loss of 33,526
crore till date, he said.

Punjab Revenue Minis-

ter Hardeep Singh Mun-
dian said the State is reel-
ing under one of the
“worst floods” in recent
decades, with crop devas-
tation reported across
1,75,216 hectares of farm-
land. The Minister said
Gurdaspur, Amritsar, Man-
sa, Ferozepur and Fazilka
were among the worst-hit
of the State’s 23 districts.
In Haryana, incessant
rain caused waterlogging
across several districts. Ha-
ryana Public Health Minis-
ter Ranbir Gangwa direct-
ed officers to identify
vulnerable areas and en-
sure uninterrupted supply
of drinking water across
the State. He ordered field
officers to be on duty 24

hours. In adjoining Delhi,
the overflowing Yamuna
inundated dwellings on the
floodplains. The river,
swollen as Wazirabad and
Hathnikund barrages kept
releasing high volumes of
water, crossed the danger
mark in the city.

In J&K, all schools and
the Srinagar-Jammu high-
way were shut. Officials
said heavy discharge in riv-
ers and streams, and land-
slips damaged scores of
bridges and inter-district
roads in the Jammu divi-
sion’s Reasi, Rajouri, Kisht-
war, Doda and Jammu. In
the Kashmir valley, roads
were damaged in Kulgam
and Shopian districts.

Sakeena Itoo, Minister
for Health and Medical
Education, directed doc-
tors, paramedics and other
medical staff to remain
available round the clock.

Chhattisgarh Chief Mi-
nister Shri Vishnu Deo Sai
expressed “deep condo-
lences on the incident of
breaking of Luti (Satbahini)
Dam”, the government
said. “The Chief Minister
assured that the State go-
vernment stands with the
bereaved families in this
difficult time,” it added.
(With inputs from PTI)
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. fewr=e e
o 24°CH 11 A, T AFYGA | 341 AN Pt o1 Telt T3 |
o 459G e, 122 YT, 95 TRl TS |
o 3,526 TRIS BT ! ©TeT|
. TUollq:
o 37 AT B HIG: 1.75 TG 2R B Y 8 TS|
o Aq, ST, It Afeat IBH W g; 3 frat mfaa|
. T 3R FR:
o 2P HId, YbS! ol T T
o YIH 3R T TR F FH A FRI
o TG YW 3R TSb &, MR- I dg |
. giarom 3 faeet:
o BRI 98 AN R Ta+RIG|
o Tl & g R & A9 ¥ W, 916 &1 HeH Tig |
. E?ﬁﬂ'ﬂ'é
o FORMYR H gl (e SiY geq I 4 S|
. W\‘I‘q’ﬂ-f
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YcHl dT Hed

1. STAArg URad- &1 YHTa:
o Temradt Tl § st aul B geHslt iR dIGd e ®i dedl g Sadrg uRad-Riadr di
gt 81
. P IJHAN:
o TUSTE 3R SRATN, HRA & W $g, BIW &I daTe! BT JHAT Hd &, o fHaml o 3 iR
ST W) YR& UHIfad gl & |
o ISR, g SR T S8 &foRRd 81 TN - Heayyl IFTd g % HUSIR TR B SR SRR
Hd gu|
4. HHEC H@e:
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5. ITPIY & & TAPHIT:
o §I¢ & U A urfeea T R Hugusw &) DfHal 3R a1 o yHifad far g 8k 39 Imike
fAfgard g

3aeT yeeE | g

o AR ST R & H T gafgae iR gd-adraHt ugd|

o TP ATIH T TS, Tief 3R SRIoT Sl SfAfeies A YR & ford fETre 781 fvd e g
. qUGY & e, Ig-IU1 §1¢ & o HE-1od dTaHd Bi HTIRISHdl it 6, Sl SR il gich g
. YA ARTd: 9T & 916 Ugd U g thal Iodl R SgdT o S|

3[R P I8

1. qaga™ 3R qd Jara-il Bt Aogd HIAT AP 3R TMd & WR R AELHS! & Ild JargdH Bl
IR &1

AT gfATd e Saary-J% TS, 1Y, SISl SR WX o (et Jurmelt|

TPIPd ) IR WG 7St 1) B qrgn S ard Isdl § gHad 916 TS|

T 3R Ga3masT: fHumi & e Hua iR SMual SHT Havsl &I fadR HRAT|

TS MUTRE dURY: 6T 3R JHaN # RIFR Rl 3R WWadad! &) e a7

WA P I HY R FAAE! ofd St Aifadl § G-IeURT &1 STdarg-adia aror |

e

IR YR # 91¢ 3MUel ST # & & T T iy DHI0 &1 deblal Mavddhdl S JGifhd HRdl § o
SIaTg A AT, §ATE! G B ARt SR TGS YNGR &1 siied! ¢ | STaie 8d B 9N} 6, Gradlier®
Tt ufafsrarsiia ¥ afthg emuer yded gt # RMdRd &= # fAffd 81 99 9% URd SIdar $%ad &
AT AT & 1Y Thighd el HRdl §, 6 db IRH AFYT P! ge13) R HRY AFa 3R 3nffe anrd ardt
T

o vk W
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upsc Yiferrsa Hfeea Uy
T T YR 9 (BSF) ¥ deH # FFuferfad w® faar sifm:
1. I8 U 3R SHQATGRT & 1Y HRd BT 13T Bt & Il 5 |
2. 2025 ®! 91g H, GoTTe 3R S-SR T IR H3 STTuh it 3R 918 guIfad g3 ot
3. SITHTW 6 HAT & ded B Bl 5
ST HYHI § A DIF-91/9 HEl 3/8?
(a) Pad 1 3R 2
(b) Pad 2 3R 3
(c) Had 1 3R 3
(d)1,2 3R 3

33N : d)

gHTE qReT UET 3T Uy

UY: [RHAd U, USE 3R SH-HIAR H 81d ol H g3 dalel & deH J URd H §l¢ gau— o
TRIE01 DX | URA 1 MTIGT URIYD &HT DI Tolgd H & IUNT U1 (ST 150 Wsg! | SHoT)
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T3 ol o fawr vt wo. iR @t ST & faewr W= S arewd & Wiy do@ df¥ye ATt & aHg
RIT & Y HRA B! Feat UTTGRT B G=idt g1 a1 u&ll 3 ARt fdee, g T ¥9 & & 3R YRd-

U & I @ TERdT ¥ IO AGd!l BT T FRd g€ dd IHT J dfed URA-RINT 99 Jad AR
A (TBETY) & doft oM & g St Ufderga 1 X@ifed fobar|

Jaishankar meets German Foreign
Minister, pushes for EU-India FTA

Trade agreement will help stabilise global economy as a ‘ballast which today the world economy really needs’, says External

Affairs Minister; the visiting German Minister calls Russian and Chinese aggression the biggest international challenges

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia and Germany
lcommitted on Wed-

nesday to doubling
trade and expediting ef-
forts to complete the India-
European Union Free
Trade Agreement under
negotiation, amid uncer-
tainty over whether Eu-
rope would follow the U.S.
in imposing secondary
sanctions on countries for
buying Russian oil.

After talks with German
Foreign Minister Johann
Wadephul, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar said
the two sides discussed the
“twin challenges” of eco-
nomic volatility and politi-
cal uncertainty, a refe-
rence to the US.
imposition of 50% tariffs
and sanctions.

Speaking at a press con-
ference after the meeting,
Mr. Wadephul called Rus-
sia and China the two big-
gest challenges to the inter-
national world order.

“We would like the [In-
dia-EU FTA talks] to move

Common cause: S. Jaishankar during a meeting with his German

\

counterpart, Johann Wadephul, in New Delhi. pTi

to a decisive conclusion in
the coming days,” Mr.
Jaishankar said, referring
to the next round of talks
between trade negotiators.
He added that an FTA
would help stabilise the
global economy as a “bal-
last which today the world
economy really needs”.
Indian and EU negotia-
tors have fast-tracked their
talks and expect to meet
more regularly, possibly
every month in order to
reach the year-end dea-
dline set by EU President
Ursula Von der Leyen and
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi when they met in Fe-
bruary this year. However,
as with the India-U.S. trade
negotiations, the two sides
have differences over is-
sues such as agricultural
market access for food and
dairy products.

Another major issue
may arise between the two
sides if the EU leadership
follows U.S. President Do-
nald Trump in imposing
secondary sanctions on In-
dian companies due to the
purchase of Russian oil. On
Friday, German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz announced
that Germany and France

would push for the U.S.
and the EU to enforce sanc-
tions on “other nations
whose purchases of oil and
gas finance a large part of
Russia’s war economy”.

In Delhi, Mr. Wadephul
did not respond directly to
a question about whether
Germany would endorse
the penalty tariffs against
India, but said their inten-
tion was to ensure Russia
would come to the nego-
tiating table with Ukraine.

“We have not used ta-
riffs but sanctions that we
have imposed on Russia so
as to ensure that Russia
which has to fund its war
will be less able to do so”,
he said, adding that while
the EU countries did not
want to stop countries
from accessing the oil they
need, Russia should not be
able to use “detours” to sell
its oil to Europe. In the last
round of sanctions, the EU
had banned trade with
Nayara Energy, a consorti-
um of Russian oil major
Rosneft and other compa-
nies in India.

The German Foreign Mi-

nister, who arrived in India
a day after Mr. Modi’s
meeting with Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin and
Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing made international
headlines, also lashed out
at Russian and Chinese
“aggression”, and said he
welcomed Mr. Modi’s call
for a ceasefire in Ukraine
during his meetings.

“China’s increasingly ag-
gressive behaviour in the
Indo-Pacific is cause for
concern for both our coun-
tries,” he said, adding, “Se-
curity in the Indo Pacific is
closely linked to security in
Europe. Russia’s war of ag-
gression, for us in Germa-
ny and Europe, remains
the biggest challenge to
our security policy.”

Mr. Jaishankar sides-
tepped the comments by
Mr. Wadephul, saying India
believed a “multi-polar
world with strategic auto-
nomy can best respond [to
economic and political
challenges] through more
intensive  consultations
and cooperation among
key member states”.

5P B g=T a1d

1. YRA-RIY 9 Theg
o Tl gelt A AR da! Bl Ao & 1Y ool J aral THIE 634 &1 3T+ Ufdagd &t g &1
o TgIBRAGIRGHRD G B HFTATIRIHSIAT (THIY) dfid sffmfRRars g s aRedmamadhdrs |

o foaerue gt $fY IR uga, Wy ¢k 393 I, R ffrea faq|
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2. ufaey iR ¥t da

o TW dd AT HRA a1 <=M b YD SHRBT & dle R Ju gRT Fuifad e ufaeel W™

i

o SHAT 3R Wi A dSTHS IUTl & o TwedH o1 dahd fean g

o TRYT Y U g ARRI TS (MR B IG0E I ST HaifcaH) & Y AR W Wy gHbie |
3. Y-eHIfa® ded

o ASPHATETDYGARITD I SHTHTHBAD "HIUTS AP AGHITT FgT|

o YR = IUFITAD WAl 3R 9g-4d % FHaRIT IR U1 ¥ GlexiT|

o gfar 3R = fomft & I Hidh o1 giferan 93 A 37 9aisl & A5 faan|
4. HRA-YRId-gRIT JR&7 i

o SH A 23U T I & SHIhHS HTERURSIRISAT |

o Y I UR YBTR STl 14T o HRT-U=iid fRuRdr RIfg JRem ¥ 4 I 83 ¢

YRd & e ugea
. 3
o HRA-TRIUG Y IR (AT € 120 e I ¢1fiie) Thei & W1y B! 9¢ Tl 8, oy HRda
gt 3R Farsft & fory SR Ugd §¢ Il 8|
o SR HfieRY &1 fafadtezor sl 3R = R AvRar &1 &7 HRar g
« AR &
o HRA BT AgaH AFIH- S 7 AT & HA1eqd ¥ SHoll JRET §AE 3@ gU RIU T & 1 Faelf
DI TR AT

o HeM-uIfaa ufagfear # fgenur faweal & Wits ar g

. YITSHIfdS I
o fEg-uwia & & < o) ABR JRIU & 1Y 1 AT YR 31 0 fRufd &) 7eted ot B
o 3y T URad- & s YRd Ge &I U RR dldhd & =7 HORHaR |

Aoy
. vfaey sy YRda wHf )R fEdas ufdss MR 3R FTA ardf &1 Sifed §91 9@d g |
. TR Ugd faarg: Y iR 378 R Ridig Tg ot 1 YR & IReUE! 39 ¥ THd o
. II-3MET WIS AN R ¥ AR gl § AFaieR! $ik fRRA 8 R $fad §; URd SoR

g 3R Tau Somufiisdredrg |
o XUHIfA® faae: gt 998 QRIY & R T faRieh eI IR YR &1 de 9|
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1. g dTadid: HRd Bl Th dferd FTA TR SR &1 difgd Sl o e iy AfEd #d gu
Tl 1 IR&M B

2. el Peifa: ufaadl & SRAH ¥ AR & Y B gU Sl Sard H fafqedr @ okt |

3. HRG-URITd HgaRT: Ygad 3T, WRlRI! AIeneRur 3R deitel gl Saarsii & aregd ¥ Ry
Y P Z31-URifthe IuMifa wR fAmfo

4. 9gYANT FBTa: URd S WAl &I Jeg B & o Ui dddal 3R Taed 98y aHl & a1y
HIIGRT 1 Al BT

e

YRA-STH! dTE HRA-TRIUTT TG & Gae B SR SOR@T DI ¥@iidd HRl g off AR § @R STd gU &,
QA Y-S Tl I ol ¥ 3THR d I8 & | Sidie THe iE fgt &1 aral a3l §, S9&! bl
9, Y R T & W qaval & Heed R iR R 81 URd & Y, U & a1y d&e &1 T8-1 BT
T AT Tgydia g & Afdie A § onfifer sraeR 3R I0Fifae ary Sl e FxaT g

uy: fFafafed & 9 o9 yRa-RId 99 twdit & SuTfad a1y &7

1. R TG & FoIRI H HRA Gl 3R THS & I & o 31fies uga|
2. fefStea sk ga trenfifeal R Tgai el

3. Hiffrd TR HATTERT W ARdr &8 &1

T8 ST BT 94 PO

(a) Pad 1 3R 2

(b) Had 2 3R 3

(c) Fad 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

3TX : d)

gUTTERTt g1 UT&HT 31T Uy
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HicH ST A fHPrw!, ga1 ot I, Akt a7 ok sgad & Iuw-H1e™ § Hifd dM BT $UR &dl

g1 gIdifds, 39 &Hdl B! THR H- § T do! a1l Jolide g, 3fyfd, yaiarufiig IR & RKaw qubits &
e | Mifere Wifde! & FAfigd T U= ERHI0 - HoRMT HUI &1 ITINT HIAT - FEAR TR W HicH
SFER! DI FTa & [T U TS diid & U H SH 8T ¢

IR 01 41 &2 How Majorana particles promise to
s Ar R 3 (1937) TRT TR - shield quantum computers from noise

In aur everyday wneld. swapping fwo aranges changes nothing in the quantum workd. bosons donit change their wavefuncrion when swapped.
. . o fermitns chang: only by 2 minus sgge il you exchangs: two mon-Abcizn amons. howeser, the joint quantum state deanss in 3 deeper way
HUT Sl U W & I P
. Q . U \e A4 i
. URUR® SN F 3R g CERK :
~ ! rang sk moee proenising
o~ ~ . . Iul Ui action of using partieles diat ave
r P u
IS S3{I- 3l Qélflai HHDE 6-|é| % OORTT E[i' e
1 epe b i
n physictst B
. Sajucrs peu eu.nunn)rlh.m anlike
a’qg | the electron o
disnguis :
or " i,
o\ (" o . by
1 S E5IQ'1IICP\$'CCI—\§7\)‘IIJ-=|||<>‘|$| H foilae =9 9
. Qf .
T ST g, Jufd uerd yumet (o, Aeled gadid
g ﬁ. a . ﬁ . a f E ﬂ

HdER B I heueRidedg |

d HicH T & e yRifire «ii 82

theen tipesher, they
of energy, bt
Uanirror of Hsel ¥

expecianent el

compueing commn [T Yy p—————r
In principhe 3 quantum computer | theen mvincile  here are il
could be programmed simply by in, such

moving ks Majorana modcs
hroagh a sequence of Irakds. Tis
rubustress woakd come ol from
Rayer upon bayer of qubits but
from the fandamental physies of
the particles themaclyes

1
o) G apait alocs Uhe wase assowie

Vit Hine of dofence

o TIEM qubits GREGSFT, BY omF, - |EEEEE T, s
3neTia) srafiie ag=id B .ﬂ S e
0 YUR U dlihed qubit & T Jepal Hifde  [misins s
qubits P ART HRAT B |
2. AORMI Usdiew:
R-TIF THIfET: Te qubit Dl & WIS F4 e,
X ST HORMI TS R UNRHTG f5aT o aba g, M
ORIt TR Y Wl A & S g | "'
R-gafore wiflret W@t (sfem) Ao S
Igad Hicy UG &1 Ridpfds U I WRiEd

[a

R EFNGIE]

et fedonn of 3 device
+ hey defe 2 singhe qubve, bt

Pt can "ol
Gar

VSR QUAEALE Stale CEitas [ ey
ety e Al satlstcs prediis,
e Theme .mn v in

ey ol quaten
Coreeding 4 wilbon
Tew theesand
a machine mght operae
hewer ko, vich ety
psubware cucdd be sanpiler
e,

rex courecting qubi
Fardiwental pwacs
Phemaciies
Comerast thais with todkay's beading
Gt comoeting plitforms:
edexcting qubscs, Eupped o,
5 3

bus Bows Uue
he parrcles

e ——

e bociton ci g xth o et e

sp L B

v these parrices inta

reseasches Lisve learted o
L

quidies, the bope '
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o CIUAITed WeaRM: HICIH Had se crurdiol IR MR $Rdl 8, Iéi® sfiger fdavor W =g —

BTt TSl & RIATH Hogd gl ] |

YT B gau fRufa

. U Foha: IGRR § YaTedd A HoRMT AS P g&N&R BT g9 &d 8|
. gHIfadr

o &0 9 S ST qifed el

o TS & fRR 3eHTd Bl Y G|

o "HINUICHA AW R S U (@Hdbdl Bt Ahd DR aTd SHaifesd Idor) |
. TEIP! RUA-3UTE: TR GHN, YRGS AU 3R AT Soli=aieT & wifd|

3%

. ®icH T & fou.
o HHIC-JUR g
o TYIId =T ¥ HH qubits BT TITHAT Bl & — YD HIF, Wbadd gTedaR |
. Wifae! o denfiet & e
o CIdSIRd A H TSt iyl
o HicH YR 3R THISaae ey H TR |
. AR gHTa:
o icH guwd (ARG, UG Y, FH) H oW H a1dt <=M AORMT SHUT™ R TRIG! § ToR 39 38
gl
o Tebeiteh! UfaRu et 3R BT Y& B e DI HebT Tbal &

o R R

. UTATE Farue: TR ST o1 e vwror st oft dfea B

. seiifaafar sfedarn 3 iR smgaafdn dis & for 2 St sanfhifa s

. JAgifae fAf¥aar 3= HicH UHTa! & HRUT bl Bt ITeld IR BT S Fobd! g
.« uY fErfast: v ueRiHl @ arftifus A=itel & YhHur # exre! o Iahd § |
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TORMI ST ATy Hfdes! 3R Iugad Welfe! & Tera &I IeEX &d 3| TS Thaargded IUanT
foan ST 8, 1 9 31fdRe ¥4 ¥ fRR qubits ®1 UH TP HicH HH[CTT B 960 Thd o, oY ATTETND
HicH Y 9gd HH JATH] & AT FHT 1 ST 5| TgT db & SR Sifad d&d gR X8l &, < HAoRM &1 @il

gt fagm ik dufad uert Hifaet & gwadrstt & I &t 8, Sy Ika # a7 3R do-iiat darH
IFTEReE |

UY: PicH ST & deH H, HoRMT TR Rfae P TRSI-S JHT S1dl ¢ Hifd

(a) ToTTfoaii=itdem & HHR & AU IR HH HR Jad g |

(b) TicH LI &I TR-VIMHT U I THI B, o 3 RIFHG IR & Ui 7 Yag-=id g1 o & |
(c) forslt SicH Ffe GUR HIS Pt HIRTHT T8l 7

(d) ISP 1Y AR fIc BT ST HReb JARIE |

3N : (b)

UY: DicH ST Bl YA DI T [ducHRI db-iid & FU H <@l SIdl g, A Ig Ffc 3R SRR Dl

AT BT FTHAT Rl & | GHSMY T AORMT e qubits T FHTIAT THIUTT H9 UEH HRd & | TARTIHS
¥Y Y Ig WIHR HRA T 314 arent gAfadl iR o Uwrr 3rel| (<R 150 Msgl A difvr)
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3RE&UT B} WHAT 50 TS F 31 g =Ry a1 Tel, 39 R 989 7T RR J digar & Iy R A g&= 81 T8 3
8T & "erndl | fagR fauef T 3REUT 9gIdhR 85% TR HI UG 3R SIfad S (T8 3R Srfad
ST (TEeT) & AT il TR [E IR IR g IBR B GHH HIC BT Allcd A ¢ | T8 989 AIaie

T 3R IRAfds JHMAT & &iF d-1d W &4 dbfad Bl 8, 3R &7 gaq yonet i s 3R
JaH SRFAFAISH &) T U ¥ Jaifdd ot o

Taunfe urau=

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan R.

The story so far:
e leader of the opposit
Bihar, Tejashwi Yadav, has
declared that if voted to power,
their alliance would increase
reservation to 85%. In another
development, the Supreme Cour has
issued notice to the Union government on
apetition demanding e imroduction of
a ‘'system’ similar to the ‘creamy layer' for
reservations among the scheduled Castes
(5 and Scheduled Tribes (1)

nin

=

What are constitutional provisions?
.‘.nlcle\ 15 and 16 guarantee equality to all
itizens in any action by the state
{including adnissions to educationl
institutions) and public cmployment
respecrively. In order to achieve social
justice, these Aricles also enahle the stare
to make special provisions for the
zd»amenmn of socially and
ationally backward classes or Other
Backoard Chses (OBCs), SCs and STs. A
hrief summary of important
developments with respect to
reservations at the central level is
provided in the Table. The reservation in
the Centre at present stands as follows
OBCs (27%), SCs (15%), STs (7.5%) and for
the Economically Weaker Section (EWS),
10%, resulting in a total reservation of
. The reservation percentiges vary

their
demographic profile and policies.

What have courts ruled?

The issue arises due fo two ostensibly
competing aspects of equality - formal
and substantive, The Supreme Court in
Balaji versus State of Mysore (1962) noted
that reservations under Articles 15 and 16
for backward classes should be ‘within
reasonable limits’ and should he adjusted
with the interests of the comntunity as a
whole. The court further ruled that such
special provisions o shioul

acluding grantiog Maraths Kunti caste cert

members celebrate afte the Maarashira governs
ates hich will make them eligiblefor reservation benefits availasle to OBC:

itee? How are formal and substantive equality different? Are reservations an excepti
opportunity or a continuation? Are reservation benefits concentrated within specific sub-castes in OBCs, SCs and

The journey of reservations

Abriaf summa

of mportant devsiopments with respect 1o s

arvations

e contal level

e

19%0and  Commenoomento
1951 Indticies 15 and

ablirg pron

1982 Reservations for SC:

Rk T e ncentral
i,

cdocsionsl nttions and puble sector underta

not exceed 50%. This is seen as an
endorsement of formal eq here
reservations are seen as an exception to
equality of opportunity and hence cannot
exceed 50%.

Substantive equality on the other hand
i hased on the belief that farmal equality
is not sufficient to redress the difference
Detween groups that have enjoyed

Teen historically underpr
underrepresented. A seven
in State of Kerala versus N. 4. Thomas
(1979 bave broached the apectof
substantive equality.

case opined that otk

classes is nat an exceprion to equality of
opportunity but is an assertion an
continuation of the same. However, since
the 50% ceiling was not a question before
the court, it did not give a binding

1990 525 in cer:
besed ontharetomamengsBonel the Mandol Comm
2008 Articka 15(5)
reservations for OBC, SCS and STs|
203

vation for

classes while the EWS reservation of 10%
is for a different category amor
unreserved commu

What are the competing arguments?
Dr. B, R, Ambedkar in his Constituent
Assembly speech in November 1948

inserted by the 103rd cansti

arstutansta ant tha
‘educatiora institutiors, including private ones.

it accepted activist Manoj Jarange Patil's cemands,

ibai, 0 Septembver 2. F1

will result in an even more increased
backlog of vacancies. There is also a fear
that such backlog vacancies may he
comvertd inchelongrun to uneserved
reby depriving the SCs and STs of
‘el righttul share of Gpportuniis.

What can be the way forward?
Right 1o equality of opportunity is a
fundamental right and an increase in
rescrvation up to 85% may be scen as
violating such right. Nevertheless,
substantive equality through affirmative
action is required to uplift the

the EWS among the unreserved categery in

public omploymer:

estimated that o7 ofreserved obs and
scats in educational institutions have
gmered by ust ¢ around 25%of he OBC
castes/sub-castes af the central level.
Close t0 1,000 of around 2,600
communities under the OBC category
have had zero representation in jobs and

g
3

justfied the need to
backward communities vlml Thave been
left out in the past, He also opined that
reservations should be confined to a
‘minority in order to uphold the
guaranteed right of ‘equality of

judgment on ctin the case.
In the Indra Sawhney casc (1992), a

nine judge Bench upheld the 27%

reservation for OBC. It opined that caste

is a determinant of class in the

conexd, Puriher, n order 6 Uphald the

ap of 50% for reservation as held in the
nal.m e, unless

However, there s boen 2 growing
demand for increasing the reservation
percentage beyond the judicial cap of
50% to reflect the proportion of backward
classes in the population, The demand for
a caste census has been strong in onder to
have actual data about this proportion
rather ates. It must also

T 50 pi ovided
for ﬂwexxl\hlunofnurmn) ayer within
OBCs. I the anhit Abhyan case 2022),
the court by a majority of 3:2 uphcld
constitutianal validity of the
reservation. It held that economic eriteria
could be a basis for reservation and
opined diat the SO% it et e Idra
y case was meant for backward

as per vari
replies in Parliament, 40-50% of seats
reserved for OBCs, SCs and STs in the
Central government remain unfilled.
Another cantentiaus issue relates to
the concentration of reservation benefits,
“the Rohini Commission, set up for
providing recommendations on the:
sub-catcgorisation among OBC castes, has

A similar issue of concentration of
encitspersist i SC and ST

data
ofthe ensuing Censis i 2027, which will
alsn enumerate hackward ca
must he wide ranging discussions with
stakeholders 1o arrive at a suitable level of
reservation, Equally important s to
implement sub-categorisation among the
OBCs as per the Rohini Commission
repart based on Census data. With
respect to SCs and ST, as demanded in
the plea before the Supreme Court, a
vo-tier® reservation system may be
considered. Under such a scheme,
priority would be given to more
‘marginalised sections before cxtending it

Categories s well There
of ‘creamy layer’ for these communities.
1n State of Punjab versus Davinder Singh
(2024), four judges of a seven-judge Bench
impressed upon the Central government
the need to frame suitable policies for the
exclusion of ‘creamy layer’ in SC and ST
reservations. However, the Central
government in a cabinet meeting in

1o those who i -off within
thase communities. These measures
would ensure that benefits of reservation
reach the more marginalised among the
bt et
generations.

It must also be borne in mind that
considering the opportunities available in
the public sector and the young

August 2024 reatfirmed that the ‘creamy
layer’ does not apply to reservations for
xr d STS.

reservation would not meet the
aspirations of large sections of the society.

are against
ofs “ereamy layer’ t SCs and STS argue
the vacz

here must 10 provide
suuable skill development mechanisms
youth to be

ot fully filled. Therelore, the
“creamy layer’ within such
communities usurping the opportunities
of even more margialied castesdocs

-t also kel that the exclusion
ofa creamy layer” base

gainfully cmployed.

Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Courseware on Polity
Simplffed e currndytrais at Officers
s —V:ulrm) Views expressed ar

hould reservations exceed the 50% cap?

What do Articles 15 and 16 of the Constitution guar: n |ullle idea of equality of

THE GIS'

Articies 15 and 16 guarantee

Hic
employment Tepectily

Therhasbeena growig
demand for incr
reservtioa pircerta bmm
the judicial cag of 500
reflect the progortian of
backward classesin the
population.

Right to equality of appartunity
is a fundamental right and an
increase in reservation up to
5% may be seen as vioiating
such right. Novertheless,
substandive cquality through
affirmative action is required to
upiit the underprivilegad.

TS 15: I 3R e w0 | e i, Tl @ik wadt & g ARy wraymi & ergafa 3

8T e, T, SfaY, o a1 O RIM & 3TUR IR WeHTd & Ufdeifeid drar 8|
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. TG 16: AWM AR T AR B FHM Bt TR &l 7 3R USS ol & forg e ot
3rAfd T & S Iow el H wuid U § ufaffid T8 Fa g

NI g9 adfde FHTECT

. 3NuEie FHFEr: 9t & T1Y THH SIagR fHa1 SITdT 8; 3Rl &l U 3(Udic & =0 H ST ol &,
i 39! HTAHTH T 50% T B T3 ¢ (STQTST -9 HR o4, 1962) |

. TRATAS T WHR BT ¢ [ UAgRe JHam & U qiha Iod gaayd i STaadhdl giat
S| DI IoT S99 TUH YT (1975) H, UHITAT 3 Hgl foh IR0 T 3(UdIE 78! 8, Sfeth 3MGTR Bl
A B AR g

50% $U IR T fRAfA

o 351 T S99 HIRA Y (1992): 27% TR OBC 3MREUT Bl SRBIR @1, TfchT SRR URIUfaal &t
BISH, 50% 1 AT DI IS 11 e & o Pl AR B SR U D |

o SHRASMIRIHSTHYRAIY (2022): 10% EWS DIl SRARR [dd §U P8l fb 50% &1 A bad fUss
I & SREUT R AR BN B

. TP AW (O, gfder Rig, 2024) 3 ToRA/Tadl & HidR IU-Fifmror 3R it TR BT IRl
BT Tbd fear g, gTdife T9 3 59T fRY fHar g1

AT YoTTelt & 1Yy Riame

1. @I 91 It THTEr:
o AGUR M = ur {5 Hefla el @+l 1 97 Biud! e Iu-Sfadl & 25 W gRI U
foraT T T, TTHAT 1,000 SIS TGN HT I U Tl
o U TRE DI SHMAN THHT 3R T & HiaR Aiv[g 3|
2. o Rfaaa:
o BRI 3ffbs! V Udl Iadl g fb g H 40-50% SR U T 3§ 91d &1 I8 THAl/Tget #
P AR & THI B! HHIR AT |
3. SIS ST 3REIUT:
o TUSS T IRR AN HA € fh REU BT TR JHN H 3% 3UTd B ST g1 Sfeerd
ST &7 3HTd faaTe ol gar ST ]

3T B G

. Scl-uarfera Hifd: Mt 2027 B UM H 3REfUN Hifd B Jiod @A & o S B IO Bl
e foan ST =nfea |
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. SU-TieRor SR anil & THE AR & AT w3 & fow Aol s @t Ry & ang
AT

. SC/ST & ford f§-wadig SMREr: ST a7 & Hool BI AP+ & ol 37 AR & iR 31w gIlRE
CIGESEREIEIBIEERIERI]

. AREU VA W: DI qovr, ol & T JHEw R ToEgyl Riel YHRIAS HRATS & R gH
ElIREl

. TGE: 50% B! A DI die & ot ot Her & Faue gedl, Jrrfore < 3R Jadl &I &H 9
SRR

e

50% @1 AT Bl TR HRA IR 989 HRA & JTAIG G Tae &1 b RId UHia B ST ¢ | STaids 3REl
JRdfd® UM & ol T Ag@yul SUSHRUT &1 §3MT 8, 3 W 3ifee fuRar @it & forw o0 sawR &
RIGid B FHGIR HA BT SNRAA IS8T g1 Th Tford eDDHI - IHAST Sel, AT IU-TIHRul, 3R

R HADHRI I H TR ST 8T - 3T T BT o IR AR HEHHRAR |
upsc Hifery Ufdes uy

T: 3REUT IR TR vkl & dey | Fafafad sy w faar sifvu:
1. ST AT (1992) H, ofiH PIC A HIH AR’ DI AGYRUT U B |

2. B IoT §-TH TUH YTHY (1975) H, AT - IRAd® U] & [9TR &1 sSRAIR 34T |

3. STl S FRR 5T (1962) H, o PIC = Hhaa YA b 3REr 75% ¥ 31fde Tg! 811 a1feu|
STdT S A A D-91/ T8 2782

(a) Pad 1 3R 2

(b) Had 2 3R 3

(c) Pad 1

(d) 1,2 3R 3

31X : a)

gUiTaRTt g7 uta 3rar vy

UY: HRA H 3R ifadl & JeH H u=iiRe UM 3R dRdide JHFd & §g 3R IR Il Bl (IR
150 Yl # i)
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the Rajya Sabha, on August 18, marks a

pivotal moment in India’s maritime
legislative history. Intended to repeal and replace
the Act 0of 1908, it comes alongside the newly
enacted Coastal Shipping Act, 2025, the Carriage
of Goods by Sea Bill, 2025, and the Merchant
Shipping Act, 2025, a legislative package that the
government hails as critical to streamlining
maritime governance and bringing India’s
shipping regulation in line with global practices.

T he passage of the Indian Ports Bill, 2025 in

Progress but with pitfalls

At first glance, these new laws represent a
comprehensive attempt to modernise India’s
maritime governance. India’s maritime regulation
is fragmented and outdated, with modern
shipping finance, offshore operations and
international conventions long having outpaced
the legal and operational frameworks in place.
For India to expand its trade, attract foreign
investment and enhance its maritime standing,
aligning with global best practices is indeed
necessary. In particular, the Indian Ports Act has
been hailed as a facilitative law — one that enables
ease of business, promotes sustainable port
development, and brings coherence to India’s
otherwise disjointed regulatory environment.
Even so, the Bill’s passage without a serious
parliamentary debate or referral to a standing
committee raises questions, undetrlining the
absence of political consensus and public
scrutiny.

Notably, the Ports Act, 2025, has been
criticised for centralising power at the expense of
the States, diluting safeguards meant to protect
Indian sovereignty. Critics point to its main
feature, the Maritime State Development Council
(chaired by the Union Minister of Ports) as a
centralised policy-making authority with the
power to direct States to follow central
guidelines. Far from an illustration of cooperative
federalism, they contend, the new Ports Act is an
example of federal subordination, designed to
ensure that States align their port development
with central plans, such as Sagarmala and PM
Gati Shakti regardless of their own priorities.
Critics point to the Maritime State Development

2

NG
Abhijit Singh
is a retired naval
officer and the former
Head of the Maritime
Policy Initiative at the
Observer Research
Foundation,
New Delhi

India should
modernise its
maritime
legislation, but
reform should
not be at the
expense of
federal balance
and fair
competition

Council’s structure and intent, where State
maritime boards cannot adjust their own
frameworks without central approval, as
stripping coastal States of fiscal autonomy and
flexibility, even while burdened with tight port
management responsibilities.

The criticism is not confined to federal
concerns. Experts warn that the new law
introduces vague, discretionary regulatory
powers that could saddle smaller operators with
unmanageable compliance burdens. Equally
troubling is the approach to dispute resolution:
Clause 17 of the Bill bars civil courts from hearing
port-related disputes, forcing parties into internal
dispute resolution committees created by the
very authorities they are contesting. Analysts
caution that the absence of impartial,
independent judicial review could deter private
investment and erode trust in the regulatory
system.

The issue about ownership

The Merchant Shipping Act, 2025, is not free from
flaws either. It seeks to modernise registration,
ownership rules, safety standards, environmental
obligations, and liability frameworks, with some
admittedly notable pluses: expanding vessel
definitions to cover offshore drilling units and
non-displacement crafts; tightening oversight of
maritime training institutes; and aligning India’s
liability and insurance rules with international
conventions. Yet tucked into the fine print is a
loophole in ownership safeguards. Under the
Merchant Shipping Act, 1958, Indian-flagged
vessels had to be fully Indian-owned. The new
Act permits “partly” Indian ownership including
by Overseas Citizens of India and foreign entities
while leaving the actual thresholds to be decided
later by government notification.

The law also formally recognises Bareboat
Charter-Cum-Demise (BBCD) registration,
intended to let Indian operators lease foreign
vessels with a view to eventual ownership. While
legitimate as a global financing tool, the BBCD
could test India’s regulatory capacity to ensure
that transfers actually occur. Without clear,
enforceable rules, foreign lessors may retain
effective control indefinitely. Further, the Act

India’s recent maritime reforms need course correction

mandates registration of all vessels, regardless of
size or propulsion, without regard to the
bureaucratic burdens that this places on small
operators. What is most troubling is that it hands
the executive a blank cheque to dilute ownership
requirements whenever convenient, raising the
risk of India sliding into a flag-of-convenience
jurisdiction where foreign owners control ships
flying the Indian flag.

Endangering smaller players

The final component of India’s maritime reform
package, the Coastal Shipping Act, ostensibly
aims to clarify and strengthen cabotage rules,
ensuring that only Indian-flagged vessels engage
in domestic coastal trade. Though
well-intentioned, it gives the Director General of
Shipping sweeping discretion to licence foreign
vessels on vague grounds such as “national
security” or “alignment with strategic plans” —
open-ended clauses that invite arbitrary or
selective application. The real burdens are likely
to fall on small operators, particularly in the
fishing industry, who will struggle to comply with
mandatory voyage and cargo reporting
requirements in the absence of clear guidance on
how such data will be used or protected.
Members of Parliament from the Opposition have
warned that the Act hands too much control to
the Centre, potentially undermining local
autonomy — a concern that applies equally to the
centrally mandated National Coastal and Inland
Shipping Strategic Plan.

None of this is to deny the need for an updated
legal framework. India certainly must modernise
its maritime legislation. But reform should not
come at the expense of federal balance and fair
competition. Ownership thresholds and licensing
rules ought to be clearly specified in law, not left
to executive discretion. As it stands, too many of
the provisions are arbitrary — from dispute
resolution that lacks judicial independence to
excluding States from any meaningful role in
planning. These measures may be a beginning,
but without significant amendments, they risk
delivering ease of doing business for the few
while eroding the federal compact and
weakening India’s long-term maritime security.
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