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Bilateral bond;

Prime Minister

‘s presence at Palam Air

Force Base i

Kallol Bhattacherjee
rivedi
NEW DELHI

In a special gesture, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
welcomed Russian Presi-
dent Viadimir Putin upon
his arrival at the Air Foree
Station, Palam on Thurs
day evening, ahead of the
India-Russia annual sum.
mit scheduled for
“This is Mr. Pu
visit to India sinc
ginning of the war in Uk

which s currently
drawing global attention
because of rencw
efforts involving U.S.
dent Donald Trump.

ted to welcome

my friend, President Putin
to India. Looking forward
to our interactions later
this evening and tomor
row. IndiaRussia friend
ship is a time-tested one
that has greatly benefited
our people,” said Prime Mi
nister Modi after greeting
Mr. Putin on the tarmac of
AFS Palam

sia e
iion Thorsday. a5®

Mr. Putin'’s first engage-
ment started with a private
dinner with Mr. Modiat the
latter's official residence at
7 Lok Kalyan Marg. The
Russian leader will receive
a ceremonial reception at
the forecourt of the Rash-
trapati Bhavan at 11 a.m. on
Friday, which will be fol
lowed by a visit to Rajghat,
where he will lay a wreath
at the memorial to Mahat-
ma Gandhi

Onagenda
‘The 23 India-Russia an-
nual summit will com-
mence at 150 a.m. at Hyd.
erabad House, to be
followed by press state-
ments by Mr. Modi and Mr.
Putin. The Russian leader
had visited India last on

December 6
annual summit when he
had not addressed the me
dia as it wasa briefvisit. On
. P
will attend a business
t at the Bharat Manda
pam in the capital. His last
official engagement on Fri

day will be at the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan where Presi
dent Droupadi Murmu will
host him at a banquet
dinner.

Several members of Mr.
Putin’s official delegati
reached New Delhi hours
before his arrival. Russian
Defence Minister Andrei
Belousov met Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh on
Thursday evening. In a
post on ‘X', Mr. Singh said
after the meeting “India is
determined for expanding
capacity of indigenous de-
fence industry for both lo-
cal production and ex
ports™ and discussed “new
opportunities” in "niche
technologies”.

Around the same time,
Russia’s  First  Deputy
Prime Minister Denis Man:
turov met Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and
discussed interbank, credit
cooperation, expanding
payment  infrastructure
and the India-Russia in-
vestment protection agrec-
ment.

PM welcomes Putin at airport in warm
gesture, hails India-Russia partnership

Timed with these dis-
cussions, Herman Gref,
CEO and Chairman of the
Executive Board of Russia’s
largest bank Sberbank met
the media and announced
that Russia and India have
been carrying out larges-
cale transactions without
the use of ‘third party’
technology

Mr. Gref also said that
Sberbank have launched
FirstIndia, a closed.end
mutual fund focused on
Nifty50 index that will fa
cilitate greater Russian in
vestments into the Indian
stock market

Both Ministers reiterat
ed that the bilateral part
nership is rooted in deep
mutual trust, shared prin
ciples, and longstanding
respect, the Ministry of De-
fence said. Mr. §
er underscored
commitment to streng
thening its indigenous de-
fence manufacturing eco-
system under
Aatmanirbhar Bharat vi
sion, the Ministry said.

Putin’s visit a tense tightrope walk for Modi
government amid Western sanction threats

NEWS ANALYSIS

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

As Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi walked down the
red carpet at Palam airport
on Thursday to give Rus-
sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin his trademark hug as
part of a grand welcome,
the government signalled
that India’s ties with Russia
are untouched by Western
concerns, the Internation-
al Criminal Court’s arrest
warrant, and U.S. and Eu-
ropean sanctions.

Even so, as the two lead-
ers sit down for bilateral
talks on Friday, the govern-
ment will need to manage
atense tightrope walk, par-
ticularly between Russia
and Europe, on a number
of issues including the op-
tics of the visit, oil imports
and trade, defence, nu-
clear cooperation, and a
mobility agreement. The
optics of the visit are par-
ticularly significant, given
the other visitors expected
shortly — a U.S. trade dele-
gation is expected this
month, German Chancel-
lor Friedrich Merz is set to

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin
as they depart Palam Air Force Base in New Delhi on Thursday. Arp

visit India in early January,
and the EU’s top leader-
ship Ursula von der Leyen
and Antonio Costa will be
guests for Republic Day
and the EU-India summit.
The government hopes
to finalise the EU-India free
trade agreement (FTA) as
well as the U.S.-India FTA
in the next few weeks, and
will not want the announ-
cements made in meetings
on Friday to delay or derail
any of those outcomes.

Oil and trade

Russian oil is by far the
most contentious piece of
the diplomatic puzzle, af-

ter a rapid expansion in In-
dia’s oil purchases from
less than 2% of its oil basket
before the Ukraine con-
flict, to 40% last year, driv-
ing India-Russia trade from
its annual average of $10
billion to $68.7 billion in
2024-25.

With India now expect-
ed to cut its oil imports
drastically in the wake of
U.S. sanctions, India and
Russia will on Friday dis-
cuss replacing at least
some of those oil purchas-
es with other commodities
from Russia, as well as
boosting Indian exports to
Russia of produce and pro-

cessed foods, apparel, and
some machinery, particu-
larly over the newly deve-
loped Eastern Maritime
Corridor from Chennai to
Vladivostok.

Both sides will also push
for more progress on the
FTA between India and the
Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) during the visit,
even as Indian exporters
hit by the U.S’s 50% tariffs
seek new markets.

Labour mobility

The India-Russia labour
mobility agreement to be
announced as the “centre-
piece” of Mr. Putin’s visit
could be a crucial boost for
Indian skilled and semi-
skilled workers seeking
jobs as other Western mar-
kets tighten their immigra-
tion controls.

Meanwhile, war-weary
and  heavily-sanctioned
Russia is facing a labour
shortfall of what is estimat-
ed to be about 3.1 million
jobs by the end of the de-
cade, and is seeking Indian
workers for its construc-
tion, technology, and ma-
nufacturing sectors.

The visit will be watched
most closely for any de-
fence deals, given that the

U.S. had earlier threatened
to impose sanctions under
the Countering America’s
Adversaries Through Sanc-
tions Act after India final-
ised a deal to buy S-400 air
defence systems from Mos-
cow. Russian technology
transfer is key for India, as
no other country thus far
has agreed to share its
most sensitive
technologies.

With the Russian Duma
now clearing the RELOS
military logistics pact with
India, more military exer-
cises with Russia — which
the EU had protested ear-
lier this year — could be
expected.

Nuclear pact
The same is true for nu-
clear power cooperation.
On December 3, in res-
ponse to a question in Par-
liament, the government
said the Department of
Atomic Energy had held
talks with Russia’s state-
owned nuclear energy
giant Rosatom about In-
dia’s plans for five indige-
nous small  modular
reactors.

France and other EU
member states are also bid-
ding for these projects.
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Wildlife body BNHS to release 6 critically |

endangered vultures in Assam in 2026

Purnima Sah
MUMBAI

The Bombay Natural Histo-
ry Society (BNHS), which
has successfully bred more
than 800 vultures in
its conservation
breeding centres across In-
dia, is now preparing to re-
lease six vultures in As-
sam in January 2026.
BNHS scientists on
Thursday said they are fi-
nalising the dates to re-
lease three male and as
many female slender-billed
and white-rumped vul-
tures, aged between two
and three years, in As-
sam’s Kamrup and Biswa-
nath districts. They were
bred at BNHS Vulture Con-
servation Breeding Centre
in Rani, Kamrup district.
About the selection of
Kamrup and Biswanath
districts as the location to
release the vultures, BNHA
Senior Scientist and Assis-
tant Director Dr. Sachin Ra-
nade explained, “These lo-
cations fall within the
natural range of vultures
where there are already a

White- rumped vulture at BNHS Vulture Conservatlon Breeding
Centre in Kamrup district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

small flock of them and Bis-
wanath is closer to Kazi-
ranga National Park.”
“The vultures will be
kept there for a minimum
of three months to expe-
rience the surrounding na-
ture and adapt. During this
time, they will observe oth-
er scavengers and become
familiar with the environ-
ment. Since they have
been bred in captivity —
even though the enclo-
sures are large — this will
be their first experience of

true wilderness.”
“Vultures live in
flocks, attain maturity after
the age of five, and can live
up to 50 to 60 years. They
have high immunity and
do not easily catch infec-
tions or diseases,” the
BNHS scientists said. The
founder stock (parents of
these vultures) was collect-
ed from different parts of
Assam. Dr. Ranade said the

slender-billed vulture
is mainly found in As-
sam, whereas white-

rumped vultures are found
across India.

Currently, India is home
to about 20,000 vultures
across nine species, includ-
ing bearded vulture, grif-
fon vulture, and cinereous
vulture.

The endangered species
are the Egyptian vulture
and the Himalayan griffon
vulture, while the critically
endangered species in-
clude the red-headed vul-
ture, white-rumped vul-
ture, long-billed vulture,
and slender-billed
vulture.

The scientists are work-
ing with local communities
to save vultures in their
natural habitats. The
BNHS team, supported by
the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds (RSPB)
and the Assam Forest De-
partment, has been work-
ing for over 15 years to pre-
pare the ground for the
release.

They are conducting vil-
lage-level meetings and
educating villagers about
vultures and their
importance.
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Postal department considers
UPI-like ‘labels’ for addresses

The system, called DHRUVA, will provide users a convenient way to share their addresses across
platforms; users can grant firms limited address access, after which the label needs re-authorisation

Aroon Deep in the draft amendment for
NEW DELHI Smarta d d resses private players to join, the

he Department of
T Posts this week re-
leased a draft

amendment to the Post Of-
fice Act, 2023, aimed at in-
troducing an interopera-
ble, standardised, and
user-centric  addressing
system called the Digital
Hub for Reference and Un-
ique Virtual Address, or
DHRUVA. The framework
has been under consulta-
tion for a few months, with
one key element, DIGIPIN,
rolled out in March.

Asenior official involved
in DHRUVA’s implementa-
tion said it would be able to
replace textual addresses
with email or UPI address-
like labels such as
“name@entity”,  which
would act as a proxy for a
physical address.

The government hopes
to build this system as part
of its digital public infras-
tructure initiatives and will
allow private companies to
participate.

The department is hop-
ing to draw interest from e-
commerce and gig plat-
forms, where users need to
provide addresses across

A draft amendment seeks to enable an interoperable system
replacing physical addresses with smart labels like “name@
entity” powered by DIGIPIN for precise geolocation

= Labels will be
provided by
address service
providers,
while consent
architecture will
be managed

by address
information
agents

= [t will be based
on the DIGIPIN
system, which is

a 10-character
alphanumeric
expression of
latitude and longi-
tude coordinates

u The technology was
developed to provide
mere precise locations
in rural areas or in
cases where the textual
expression of a physical
address does not

offer adequate
information

= The draft
amendment

is under
consultation;
Section 8 entity
proposed (like
NPCI for UPI)

1 The system will
be built as part

of government's
digital public
infrastructure ini-
tiatives, and will
allow private firms
to participate

multiple services. On these
platforms, individuals
would be able to provide a
label instead of an address
and authorise firms to re-
ceive the geographic coor-
dinates and full text of
their address instantly, in-
stead of filling out address
forms repeatedly.

The draft amendment
would allow the postal de-
partment to set up a Sec-
tion 8 not-for-profit entity
under government super-
vision. The body would

play a role similar to the
National Payments Corpo-
ration of India, which is an
association of banks admi-
nistering the UPI payments
system.

Consent-based
Users would be able to
authorise companies to
view their address for a
specified period if they
wish, after which a given
label will require re-auth-
orisation.

There is no compulsion

official said, and the de-
partment hopes the sys-
tem will be compelling
enough for firms and users
to sign up.

Labels will be provided
by address service provid-
ers, and the consent archi-
tecture will be managed by
address information
agents, or AlAs.

DIGIPIN system
The DIGIPIN system is the
foundational layer for this
service, the official said.
DIGIPIN is a 10-character
alphanumeric expression
of latitude and longitude.
The technology was deve-
loped to provide more pre-
cise locations in rural areas
or in cases where the tex-
tual expression of a physi-
cal address does not offer
adequate information.
DIGIPIN was open-
sourced by the depart-
ment, and each DIGIPIN
corresponds to a roughly
14 square metre patch of
land, with a mathematical
function deterministically
generating a unique code.
This translates to around
228 billion DIGIPINs for In-
dian territory.

g faig 3iiv fazeryor
1. Yd HT 3?2
o TP SRIHINEA, AFDIHd, STARTHAI-diad fSfoled TghiT Ried |
. 309 33T T UPI 33T oI BT ISTERTT: abhay@india T Juf 1ifdes Ud &1 wfafAfia &= 9ad ]|
. JTANTHA! 5-HIAY, 1T 3R fEeiias! wewhH R TR-aR faKd Ud 1R & 9og 39 d9d &1 g
X qHd g
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2. g Hfd- MU Tar AT ST
. JTANTHAl HUFT DI 4d A & HITH I Rd 01 Ud &1 faaRor a1 Y-FE=ie Ted &1 Srgafd §
T&d gl
. T
o W!
o HgHId YT,
o HIW & SIE Y. IR B SATIRH Tl Biall 8
HEd: ST MYl &1 Holgd Sl &, FAdH Scl ATSHR0 M S gl

3. SRITTd Il
. TNYF YUt ol T & forw TaRfieg & 6 9RT 8 ((R-ATHSRY) SHTs & AT ol Jerd §= 1
gl
. ol fearst G e, Sie), farh, So) W<t T TNfd 81 Johd g |
e: WHR BT G § [ e & HROT Jumel! Fafyd T I A0 g1 S|

4. T3 fdY Wiarssy 3k Tansu
. Udl a1 U (ASP): fefored ded (UPI-SI B5d) SIRY &3 |
o U1 I Toic (USMRN): SUANTahd! &1 TgHfd 3R ST Jarg Uafid S|
g UPI P PSP 31R TPAP Pt TR & Ufafsfad ordl § — faaRd T + Seximfaferd g1

5. f&foift: aeiat aR
DIGIPIN = 3{&<T + SRIAR &1 U HR a1 10-T01 EHIIARS DI |
. GG ~ 14 T HR YA DTS
. R YRA H 228 faferm gfe it dva g1
o NCI T Ul AT ST SRl B A B & forg fasfid |
33

e IUTADTA A3, S0, fadRor Yarsi, A dHedror Ao H Hee Hdl g

o SHTF-IR: URERIAT SR T YA S 7|

6. I8 HIRT & fT ol 9ra- v@dr 8
. YR g1 3t g T3] At (SRR ud, yreT fafaeran o1 e SR TR
° ﬂam

o TaaRUr [Awaarsli o &H &,

o 3-PHIAY ANRCHT H JUR B,

o a1 faarur & asft @,

o e A SR 3muer ysied H WeTadl SR,
o XM & AT Y- RIS BT T&H B
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¢[d f&foTed Tsu Riew URd &1 f$fored ShRear O H Uh S31 3ai &1 Ufafftia @l g, e e
Tdl &1 SR, Gl 3R TgH{d- MR FH1 8 | St & fort-dis s Zeferoiy grt wwfda gtems
SN T d Aad BT SUTNT B, ST [AUTT el T I Tl 3T @] AlTIRed SR YR AT &1 g
R & o0 HRA BT IR B I8T ¢ | fe AUH FU H ORI Il €, o 4d 371 ardl a=1eh § R, M
Tfafafd 3R feforea Jarsii & forw U gaud wd 89 J&dl g

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

WY: ST fAURT gRT 3Td 31 ¥ Uwriad ga womdt & ey ¥, Fufafed 3 ) faar s
1. 39T I UT3T HIfdh Ual B SR fSioled 19y aad ¥ dea 5

2. it fAoft S-opTaef wiew i & forg Rew & <firer g1 Ot ake ¥ sifard g1

3. U8 Y-SRI &) T8 HRA & ol DIGIPIN S 10-90F Seh-giRE HIS BT ITIRT HRT & |
SR & A B /A $YF WL 8/2?

A. &Had 1 3R 2

B. %dd 2 3R 3

C.%ad 1 3R 3

D. 1,2 3R 3

3TR: )

UPSC Mains Practice Question

U | : U dIidd ¢ =T {&ffcd Tgd Yuell § YRd o Jrdoi-db Hal YGIAq d Gid $I dga- Pt &l g |
YN &l 3R ARG qRIfdqdm?ul § guR & e Jgdfa-snaid f&foea ual & ded IR 9af He|
(250 TMq)
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TIHTSA DI ABUH 3R AT WA U H U™ WA & STaefe, A1 9 g & FaR0T (TACTE) Uh Hg@qul
Ay TSI WA g ST s 8| U Rideme U IWRT 8 RIY Tasmdt & fiu Ieries utem
TR G 8, YA Bl 3BT ATt 7 THITRIT & SR THRIAS TR0l fhan 81| I8 e, fod "argde crafiRe
9" & =0 H ST AT ¢, TI3Tad! URI&U & 9Hd, MR SR Sfad H Ag@yUl HHSING! & Udhe Bl

gl
A worrying

SN ememicsion.
1®en€ﬂmﬁa€rﬁﬁﬁmm% in children
TIIMEd! Bl Tl 6:

o THGRI & GRM (THR™ H),

. U¥d P ERM,

. TAUA S aTFT I ﬁ:.",:.';:.:::f?“:::;:":.f:;} it
quﬁmﬁqmwfrﬁ%wmwﬁmmm%am —

Mother to child rransn

lon of LIV
remains one of the major challenges in
the effort to eliminate HIV in children.
baby during pregnancy, during delivery

or through breastfeeding. Over the years,

9 o carly antenatal HIV testing, treatment for
2 pregnant women living with HIV and
. medicines for newborns have reduced

ny regions.
n important concern

- > - 9 continues to appear in clinical practice.
a TI' WUT- I | Some babies are still diagnosed with HIV
. even though their mothers tested negative

during pregnancy. This worrying pattern,
often called the silent transmission gap,

THRIAD Y& Bl 5, Alcb ST H TASMSA! T HRall §, Ofd IR AT Fo i i,

Many women test negative in carly
L

. pregnancy, but may acquire HIV later. 1f a
U person becomes newly infected during
, NERY RACR] pregnancy, her viral load s often vary

high, which greatly increases the chance
of passing the virus to the baby. A single

b) fdst erafr: oS! tifvars” TasmEdt GorH0 & S1E TRIYS TRUM G O TRRY TG [ e b o

After a new infection, there is a also a

‘window period’ — an interval of time

Eﬁef & dldyjq HIAP TR0 THRIAD Eﬁ g&hd %I Uh Il'%?ﬂ AHRTAD URIJU] pR [aheviinsmindicnneese

is present. During this time, the chance of

transmitting HIV is high. This mecans a
ot VX T O prq.nam woman may test nr.;.auvc
Jhd[ & ddlhA IJhTHP Bl IPhdl B | e et A g s
! U:uallv unl) onc HIV test is
recommended during the early stages of
v . o ﬁ pregnancy. lence, without repeated
.

with IV even though their

q q Q mothers tested negative during
&l‘U‘l’ W I &rUT . pregnancy. This worrying pattern
. is often called the silent

transmission gap

testing in the later stages of pregnancy
° , and during breastfeeding, some new

infections have a high chance of being
undetected. This creates a missed

opportunity for carly treatment and
° H'j:l'q' prevention.
I} The risk of transmission is cspecially

high if cquires HIV during
fon can

late pregnancy, deliv
breastfeeding period. Trs

birth through breast milk.

. . . What can be done?
To close this silent gap, the following
steps are important:

For pregnant women: Repeat HIV
testing in the later months of preg

Q q testing again at the time of deliver i
3 testing during breastfeeding can help to
. check for the infection. Additional testing

should be carried out for women with
. . recent eXposure or symptom:
U G‘M aﬂ. W G‘HH a. | For infants: Early virologic testing soon
C after birth and repeat follow-up testing if
o HIJ UDHU FCAT — U DI dob 1Y e e
Prompt treatment must begin in case of a

o WY TYTRA, TG SR TAIH F SR I RIg GeRor e | o

he occurrence of 111V in bables whose
mothers test negative during pregnancy.

indicates a significant gap in prevention
cfforts. This gap is not duc to treatment
[ ) failures in known HIV positive mothers,

but mainly due to the occurrence of new

e mother

maternal infections, the window period

and a lack of repeat testing
A few basic steps such

repeated testing regulations

enforeing
improving

during

nd breastfceding and

ly infant testing will go a long

way toward ensuring that essential steps

are taken to protect the newborns.

Closing 4

wbhaye is consultant -
paediatric infectious diseases, Narayana
Health SRCC s Hospital, Mumbai.
co@narayanahealth.org)
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4. 1 U1 W1 AHdT 32 (3T B AE)
et afgamsit & forg
° Gﬁaﬁwqa&”ﬁqﬁw
o ot famrd A,
o feddiadi o wuy,
o Y- R WAUH & GRM|
o« I SIREH dTel SIRaH 1 A0l & forg sifciva wigmon
fRrgait & ferg
o URMG aRRIGSI T GRIEUT ((7 & id d1g UIRITSR-3memRd usieon) |
. SIET SHTaGD B A TRI&U eI |
. T3Sl gifiied sl & It ITaR & b Y3 (RIS THRET ITRenadl H S1hT GUR
it 9)|
YUITE T eI ol
o TIGM URIEU IR Wieidhid Ar $e |
. T9aYd SR UHARR Sad! &I Holgd He|
. FUIdHH R [Tt fifvagy & IR H IHeiie Wl 3R SFRedhdl & Thidd HY|
ey
THTTRIT & SR AT & THRIAS TRIEUN & Savig RS § Taemed oA & gia URd iR Iy
T3S at-AHYTH I § Ueh Hob Afh1 JHUTH I 3R B ISFR el ¢ | eI I1d Ta3H1ed! urtefed
ararsil & IuAR &1 fawear g g, afedh T4 ATg YshH0T &1 Tal T H fAwherdl 81 39 3R &1 6 HRA &
foTT SR-SR URTef0T BT Aolgd AT, AalHd Sdd! HRaAR | JUR AT 3R RIS R fFem gHid
BT AP ¢ | Tod § TIIMEA DI TH B & YD AT DI YT B & oY 9 BT DI g BeAl

UPSC Mains Practice Question

dl HhHUT ] dg-T HRd DI Al
Wé@rwwn?ﬁﬁ@n@mwﬁww%ww%%%wwnwwaﬁ@v

Tg3Msal & Hi I g H TR0l Dl GH B o I Y| (250 TTe5)
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-9 i SOt 150 deasfa AT (2026-2030) F HRIS UET 8T © - O 2035 dP FHSEE
MYFADHIHROT U A & AT & "THEHA 3R Yo HRaa- @R & U § URPpfeud b T § - TRis
I 3R ATHIU TRIGR WR 39 Sradblad HrishH Heayul IRom foam @ 81 7 39 910 WR U&=l
ST ¢ b &Y Aled Iod §aY, IS JraoHd A 3R Wadd YieRT = ufdedt ofk Ay 99 o

R $ T HRIF o) 5ed fear g1

e, 3 fazawor

China’s story of rural revitalisation

As

by 2035 the efforts taken up by the

Hhina prepuares 0 enter into s 15th fiveyear plan, considered 10 be the conslidation and fullimplement;

for povero

WORLD 1381

nesh P, Venkitesh

hinese President Xi Jinping,
while visiting Fuping County of
Hebei Province in his irst year
as general secretary of the

Communist Party of China (CPC) in 2012

B st et oyt
pro elilioods are

essental requivement of ocialom.

tad clledfor close atencon o i

‘ 1y can be
tumed in the peaple.of the
Xichou county in Yunnan provinee,
which was earller a deserted rocky area,
call e e i

5

the ichou spiit pride over their
ot

on' period of the goal to realise socialist
rural revi i ing results

'HE GIST

Wile sban Ching, with it
gosmodem sy o

Conuiree o g prins
ead 1 terms of Gevelopment

Wk the Chincse ot
midemiston and

despma kg
cs felloving the .w.m,

el cconcmy s

e rescen e

evelopment, where they broke davn Kospay pacrys um:::::w
tocks with their bare hands, aver the otwmton
years, o bring in recnery and improse
Tiving condiions -
n Jaruary sy, te cental

Astark divide?
China s a land of dichotomy. The country

dlocal, competing for
consumers. While urban Ching, with its
postmodern skyline of Shanghai and

vint 1
ahead in terms of deselopment and
modemnisation o make up the enre of the
country’s ccon i

a
its15th ive-year plan, considered to be
the “consolidation and full
implementation” period of the goal to
realise ‘socialist modernisation’ by 2035,

i
for poverty alleviation and rural
al

p y The Mini g exigheof et
In China, one can see a regional divide  determine poor counties, and draw up | Afairs has p.-m.w s n.m- e peration model where developed
interms of development and criteria for povesty alleviation county since
ly h ln\m nced: investments and human resources to aid
education, and healtheare, According t
‘which later rose to 328 in . Xin,
s okt Tiing 80 160,000 10 180,000 RME and the profi

Set Up enterprises o promioe job

nilln people ot of poerty wos tes. e stated that the re split hetween the sharehaolders, wilh
01994 Th was lowed by te poverty
P 2 : e
it B Iy
19708), Guanyi, and k0. e cutine noted tha whik the 30000 RMB per year, says M. su. The
provinciablevel cities ke teifing and number of existing State- eve “The spirit of the peaple Ninistry of Foreign Afairs has alsa
Shanghai arc popular destinations for d il
i i dy I » the | tea
2o, i e sy
bolh Butfone che centraland | people is equally impartant, The iwozhai | With poverty alleviation measures
the country, the indscape begins 8 ‘western areas. Between 2001 and 2010, Jinping
change, county in Yo China
from 10.2% P Iy 156 [
he progress of poverty § prorams farmeryin key (‘ml\lh Tose byan kan away from Lhruluuly‘ cenureatan revtalisadon.Inanuary this ear e
In Sichuan, home of the 1

located near the heart of me‘ P

For rural towns and counties, like
Malipo and Jinping in Yunnan and

released the

the village s
Laocal pople bellete that these s, with
nesth

pi
‘which aims at tackling existing major
rural issues by 2027, It f

Panzhibua in' e the oldest ing around for nearly uses on
800 years, bring 1o secure
countics. The had | towchitand .
ditferent «. they show | for the villa. pmpcm) ofrural communiics, closing
compared 1o Shenzhen or Shanghai. results of heavy Tere fhe e Tincome gap, and
dornedt with ‘lush mouncains and lueid  accessbiliry ¥, Wine duct
waters’, which, in the words of Mr. Xi,is  propped up on high hill tops which cooperative, established in 2014, runs Other than the screnc ature and
i the calm car i business. Local i i
i ofthe tea i s the spiric o pex
up the heart of China. regions. Large investments were made hy | Teaves. Accarding to:su Yuan iul, head of | Traveling along the sinpes through Inng
. stresed stant, e tea leaves are sold in | stlt passes ar a heu:hl ol more than 200
with the goal ¢ exported to tiny - undl
P Mo | counrcs ke France,Jupan and the realisation >mm Uul the will of the

Deng Xiaoping, paverty alleviation had

Xin, vice g
While 99% of and in the county is
a the

five private
vehodor nlungmm 28 mm..... RME

1. TRI&T 3@ ot CfdeTiRe ggyfi
o T GRINT TRYst § HH 61 T da UAUGH o

1986: Ay TRYS e TR &7 T3+ foba1 71| 273 TRIg HT3fedl Bl Uga = & TS |
1994: 80 fHfera ANl ! TRIe T 18R RpTa & foIT I1d It T HrRipH|

e pro
hai

Py e partn ek p e sk,

comitss o the G refased
s comprenersive

o plent which aims
attockin sstng major el
issues by 20

. 2001: [OPTAIE! TR I TW@T = ATH e IR SR |
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. 2001-2010; TRIe & AT BT BT 10.2% & FRBR 3.8% B TE; U0 37 & T 7.6% 1 gfg
&l

e 2020: I A IV BT {5 I AT Treior TRIe B FHIE PR a1 5
I & A a1 fABT + AT Heror + efapiferds dieHT &I g=ifdr g
2. FrEt-umdior SR &t faure=
I T Sf1edeTb g Hafid Bl 6
o aipa, SN, fay IR & 1Y THiPpa
o R R BT oY THIOIS BT R
. Teg R ufgt & (Rigsm, gam):
o UGTSl, HH 3MaTd] ara, Ui 0 ¥ 31e-ya
o i fdemy, Wfid Fafdefad

IO TRIGR & T $9 Xe<-UTHI0N 3R &1 UTe R &9 Higd HRd &, off /T AT & - a’H &
ded U e Tt oryfiear g

3. RIS & &l A fapra: girard efan ok fRuRen
g3, o, wferay, o 3R dfdrgsn & Iereru fewm &
. TSB!, Ugd il 3R uiRfRufae ufkasmmst & 9 tHm o Raw
. I AR W uaH afdwa, gRA TR IgTel, STe TR |
. WER VMG AR Fo & 8 Tihfaes T &1 grg- HR @l 8
ATt HTIET BT HIHT:

. 99% UBTS!

. aIfte Ufd fda feTaolad S 34 9,000 SRTHET
. B

o fad=rdarerg (1992 9)

o idi WHR

o oY gRI fod iftd Serm
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TE I & "I WHIG 3R Isy-Tarerd & THMAT & Alsd d JS1 geN B
4. T Jgerl & et e s
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o ol 3 foreh © R TgF i 31 81 SdGd VM | 95d T - iy »for SiteT g1 e 3
o AT ST 1 foraiets T1ia &t UTeid I/ R (RUT. 2014):
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Tg 19 & e ITH + ST DI Yol + TehR! M & Af¥d Afsd &1 Jobd Sa g
5. UTHIUT TRIGR 31 3R dga1d (Ridl & 1 BT M)
9 BT 741 Biw:
e SFGRT 2025: CPC 7 UTHIU ATUS TARIGR TS (2025-2027) Pt TN B |
. g
o PN IUIGHA (T YR&M) Bl Holgd DAl
o WBU-UTHITT 3 3R HH
o T gfTard! g SR Wi Jarsit &1 Fufr
o TRIs Yt ¥ g & d1G Sitad TR ! FRR BT
U HEged: "TRIS BT SR T Bl A 7 SR eieprieres AU R 1 GHH Bl |
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AT

= B ATHION TRIGR HeF! IAod & A dd, del g3, YRITTd ©9 § F9d 6™ & T disd o
Uit exelt &, STgl gf-ard! e, aikiRufaet, TRid & HHt 3R Ieiie UrfieRT SR &Rl ¢
e Fot ST SRS 51 88 &, 11 & ITex0l U Udl Iadl & fb Hd FRaR IoHifae ufdesdr, w4
TIoHT 3R R AHeE! gRexS & Uglal &3 & Idad, e U § THipd &3 § Jed qdbdl ol

O & forg, T far Yurifaa, Tt uikad-, TedhRT I SR TRId S Aled & Aol ga-Idd
ST UG Bl 5

Y : I P AT TRIGR ASd g & g ad [qdbN, s HRMGRT 3R SradIied areH &

o901 1 g2t 81 9= BIATI (150 Wed)
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New Delhi’s relative isolation, India’s tryst with terror

he current period might well be
viewed, or termed, as India’s moment
of reckoning. For one, India today —
and despite its highly regarded
diplomatic skills — increasingly appears more like
an ‘outlier’ than a major player in world affairs. It
has been virtually sitting on the sidelines when it
comes to issues involving peace and order in
different regions of the globe, especially in West
Asia and Europe. It is also a virtual onlooker as
far as the emerging situation in the Indo-Pacific is
concerned. Seldom indeed has India faced a
situation of this kind.
1f this was not bad enough, the entire South
Asian region in which India is situated, appears to
be in turmoil at present. Afghanistan and Nepal
are among the countries on India’s periphery that
appear to be most affected, but from the Maldives
to Myanmar and further afield, India can hardly
count on many friends and allies. This is a
frightening scenario given that each day produces
a range of new threats, including cyber.

Hostility from west to east

Currently, India has to contend with two openly
hostile powers on its western and eastern flanks —
Pakistan and Bangladesh, respectively. In the case
of Pakistan, the threat level has been going up
steadily, with a growing cacophony of voices
being heard in that country to teach India a
proper lesson. What is aggravating the situation
further is the approval of the 27th Constitutional
Amendment Bill by Pakistan’s Joint Parliamentary
Committee of the Senate and National Assembly,
which has altered the precarious balance
between civil and military authority in that
country.

Also, a recent amendment has introduced the
concept of a new ‘Chief of Defence Forces’,
elevating Field Marshal Asim Munir as the
nation’s military supremo, and the
commander-in-chief of all three services, having
sole control over Pakistan’s nuclear assets. The
amendment has invested Field Marshal Munir
with absolute authority to deal with enemies
(such as India), removing the fig leaf of
parliamentary restraint and posing a real threat
to India on its western flank. Military
dictatorships in Pakistan, as elsewhere, have
traditionally proved to be extremely hostile to a
democratic India, and the rise and rise of Field
Marshal Asim Munir, with unfettered authority,
represents a significant and direct threat to a
democratic India.

That such concerns are well merited, and that
military dictators tend to be short sighted, is well
known. Concentration of power encourages
strategic adventurism. This, in turn, increases the
chances of miscalculation in crises. Also, and in
keeping with the general trend among military
regimes, there is likely to be a tendency to turn
local contflicts into spheres of proxy competition
and inter-state confrontation. Hence, prospects of
a lasting peace with Pakistan are unlikely. On the
other hand, the risk of conflict has enhanced
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significantly. Thus, it would be wise for India not
to ignore the possibility of yet another conflict
with Pakistan in the near future and be prepared
for all eventualities. This may as yet be in the
realm of speculation, but the danger must not be
ignored.

India’s Pakistan problem is compounded by
the fact that the interim government in
Bangladesh to India’s east, is proving unfriendly,
if not openly hostile, to it. To add to India’s
discomfiture, Bangladesh is currently displaying a
willingness to establish warmer relations with
Pakistan. In a first, a Pakistan navy ship visited
Bangladesh after almost a half-a-century and this
is expected to help Pakistan re-establish its
presence in the Bay of Bengal. This has serious
security implications for India.

Hence, a mixture of ideological posturing and
military governance on India’s western and
eastern flanks has raised diplomatic temperatures
across the region. It could have serious and
adverse consequences, if not properly handled.
Extreme vigilance and careful manoeuvring is
called for.

The surfacing of ‘urban terror’

Compounding India’s problems at this time is the
return of ‘urban terror’ after a gap of several
years, though in a different mould, and by a
whole new set of indigenous actors. It is only fair
to think that in the highly disparate world that we
live in, and in the circumstances prevailing today,
terror is merely a hand’s length away from
everyday existence. Yet, till recently, urban
terrorism on a significant scale had taken a back
seat after the 2008 terror attacks in Mumbai
sponsored by Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammed in collusion with elements of
the Pakistan military establishment.

During the past two decades, sporadic terror
attacks had been reported in certain urban
pockets, but the latest module of urban terror —
extending from Jammu and Kashmir to Faridabad
and Delhi, and involving medical practitioners
and doctors (most of whom had connections to
the Al-Falah university, Faridabad, Haryana)
reveals a new chapter in India’s tryst with
terrorism.

The latest terror module, comprising almost
only medical practitioners, draws inspiration
from, and harps back to the destruction of the
Babri Masjid in Ayodhya (in 1992). It
fundamentally differs from the terror attacks
witnessed in Mumbai (and certain other pockets)
during 1992-1993 in the wake of the Babri Masjid
demolition, which were mainly carried out by
‘lumpen’ elements.

That more than three decades after the
destruction of the Babri Masjid, terror still finds
supporters and that too among the educated
elite. That is it more so among groups, such as
doctors, is highly disturbing. It reveals that
religious terrorism is not only alive but still active.

Also, its newest disciples represent some of the
best and brightest elements of a community. This

is a quantitative and qualitative leap as far as the
annals of terror are concerned.

Details of the terror module, which extends
from Srinagar to Faridabad to Delhi, have been
widely aired. But what should cause more serious
and deep concern is that they could accumulate
nearly 3,000 kilograms of explosive material and
also safely hide it in two houses. Further, it is
alarming that a car laden with explosives could
escape the police dragnet around India’s capital
city, Delhi, and trigger an explosion in the vicinity
of Red Fort in the heart of Delhi. This reveals
either extremely careful planning at one level, or
total ineptness on the part of the authorities, on
another. Worse still, while the 1993 terror
explosions were carried out by ‘lumpen
elements’ and the 2008 Mumbai attacks were
directly sponsored by Pakistan, the latest
incidents were of an entirely different character.

These were organised by a group of medical
professionals, some of whom were perhaps not
even born when the destruction of the Babri
Masjid took place, revealing a major fault line in
India’s multi-cultural, multi-religious society. Far
more than the details of the terror module that
are being revealed through painstaking
investigation, it is this aspect, and the aspect of
revenge, which has been the catalyst for some of
the best and brightest in a community, which
should be seen as a blot on India’s civilisational
journey and progress.

The moot point is whether the latest incident
represents mere disenchantment and anger
against the nation state, or something more
fundamental. It has been India’s belief, and as
claimed by the Union Home Minister in
Parliament, that no local had joined a terrorist
group in Jammu and Kashmir in recent times.

This myth has been exploded. Investigations
have revealed that this is an entirely local terrorist
module, which had been using encrypted
channels for indoctrination, coordination, fund
movements and logistics. Another aspect is that
funds were being raised by professional and
academic networks under the guise of
social/charitable causes. There are other reports
that the groups were in touch with elements in
Pakistan. The links of the group also seem to
extend beyond Pakistan to the United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Tiirkiye.

The need for vigil

Given the new perilous external dimension to
India’s security, a hostile Pakistan and
Bangladesh on its western and eastern borders,
and the fact that much of West and South Asia are
in turmoil, India needs to be careful that the
situation does not lead to the fostering of
religious fascism on a more extended scale. Given
India’s tolerance and acceptance of disparate
religious beliefs, this may seem unlikely. But
eternal vigilance (or diligence) is the price that
needs to be paid to ensure that the situation does
not deteriorate further, necessitating cause for
alarm.
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