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External Affairs Minister to
join Brazil-led BRICS virtual
summit on U.S. tariffs: MEA

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar will represent
India at a virtual summit of
BRICS nations on Monday,
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs said here on Friday,
announcing India’s partici-
pation in the meeting con-
vened by Brazil President
Lula da Silva to discuss ta-
riffs imposed by the U.S.

The summit, which is
bound to irk the U.S. go-
vernment, comes days af-
ter Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s visit to China for
the SCO summit and con-
versation with Chinese
President Xi Jinping and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, which U.S. officials
criticised.

Countries taking part

Brazilian officials have not
confirmed how many of
the 1l-member BRICS
grouping of emerging eco-
nomies will participate in
the summit and at what le-
vel. Shortly after U.S. tariffs
were imposed on August 6,
Mr. Lula had called the Mr.
Modi and said he would
speak to each of the BRICS

members to rally support

S. Jaishankar

towards forming a “com-
mon” plan to deal with the
move.

On Friday, the Kremlin's
spokesperson confirmed
that Mr. Putin would take
part in the summit, and
sources said they expected
other confirmations over
the weekend.

“From [India’s] side,
it will be the External Af-
fairs Minister [S. Jaishan-
kar] who will be participat-
ing in it” said MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal when asked at a weekly
briefing. “This BRICS sum-
mit is at the leaders’ level,”
he added, but did not clar-
ify why Mr. Modi would not
attend the meeting.

India is the next Chair of
the BRICS grouping, and
will host the summit of

countries including Brazil,
Russia, India, China, South
Africa and new members
Egypt, Ethiopia, Indone-
sia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates.

The Brazilian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs has not
yet announced the specific
agenda of the meeting to
be held on Monday. Ho-
wever, local media report-
ed that the summit would
discuss the impact of U.S.
tariffs on global trade, and
measures to strengthen
multilateralism in order to
counter the effects of un-
ilateral economic
measures.

The U.S. has imposed
50% tariffs on goods from
Brazil, like India, the two
countries with the highest
levies worldwide. China
and South Africa also face
high 30% tariffs, and Indo-
nesian goods are levied
19% tariffs, with a waiver
for its most important agri-
cultural exports such as
palm oil, cocoa and
rubber.

All other BRICS nations
including Russia and Iran,
which are among the most
heavily sanctioned coun-
tries, are on the lowest
rung of 10% tariffs.
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: FUfaRad Fy=l ) faar sifsme, st faea (BRICS) | T6fta &:

1. YR forerd T SATCT S{eqal gRT|

2. 319 &1 H fora o1 faaR R 39w i, SRrifim, SSHfRm, 33, T3het 3R 3R gus &I JMHd foar Tl
3. gl foed fRRaR FrYer siTsitet | SMralford gaim T

Sua ¥ | FH-I1/A HY 81 8/82

(a) Pad 1 3R 2

(b) Had 2 3R 3

(c) ad 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

Ans : a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: STSTA-"q@ dTd 9 RRER THAA H SHRSBT & R YR B UFTGRT 3D RS WAl
3 fRai o oie AaTeR! YfHHT B &It g | fad=mT BRI (150 Words)
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: GS 3 : Science & Technology / Prelims

India plans to strengthen nuclear
deterrence, drone warfare capabilities

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

India has set out an ambi-
tious plan to reinforce its
nuclear deterrence and ex-
pand drone warfare capa-
bilities under the Technol-
ogy Perspective and
Capability Roadmap
(TPCR-2025), a 15-year
blueprint for military
preparedness.

The document high-
lights measures to sustain
credible nuclear deter-
rence through survivability
systems and advanced de-
livery platforms. While it
avoids reference to specific
warhead technologies, it
outlines future acquisi-
tions such as nuclear com-
mand-and-control infras-
tructure, radiation
detection tools, and mo-
bile decontamination un-
its. Unmanned ground
vehicles for chemical, bio-
logical, radiological and
nuclear (CBRN) reconnais-

x

P

Ready for action: TPCR-2025 envisages adaptive jamming systems,
electronic denial bubbles to neutralise attacks by hostile drones. pTi

sance are also on the agen-
da, aimed at strengthening
protection against poten-
tial nuclear or chemical
fallout.

On the aerial front, the
Army has projected re-
quirements for stealth re-
motely piloted aircraft
with ranges of up to 1,500
km and altitudes of 60,000
feet. These drones would
carry electronic warfare
payloads; nuclear, biologi—

cal, and chemical detec-
tion equipment, and even
guide artillery fire.

Loitering munition

The road map also places
emphasis on loitering mu-
nitions, designed to carry
out precision strikes with
artificial intelligence-ena-
bled targeting and reusable
warhead systems. In addi-
tion, integrated surveil-
lance and targeting drones

I

are expected to boost the
battlefield capabilities of
mechanised forces.

India is also preparing
for the emerging threat of
hostile drone swarms.

The TPCR-2025 envisag-
es adaptive jamming sys-
tems and electronic denial
bubbles with a 15 km radi-
us to neutralise such at-
tacks, underscoring the ris-
ing importance of
electronic warfare in mod-
ern combat.

Officials said the initia-
tives were closely aligned
with the government’s self-
reliance push in defence
production by reducing
dependence on foreign
imports.

With the road map, In-
dia has signalled a strategic
shift towards integrated de-
terrence — combining nu-
clear resilience, electronic
warfare, and unmanned
strike platforms - to
strengthen national securi-

ty in the coming decades.
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: HRd &1 UIENRIet uRUGT Td &HdT JSHY (TPCR-2025) & HeH H FAufaRad sy w? farR
Hifore:
1. U8 $HId WRHY] IR S ™ IR Hiad 71

2. 390 §\I-I 3R loitering munitions 1 Do M

3. 390 H WY &1 GHTadl B & AT adaptive jamming systems &1 WG g
SWRITT | | BI-HI/4 $Y Hal 8/8?

(a) had 1 3R 2

(b) Pad 2 3R 3

(c) Had 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

Ans : b)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: TPCR-2025 & Ie201 P U | WM 38T IdTe Bt YHHT BT Helih- Hiorg| S
Jg S Ag@qul a1l # ARl B dvl dx- & IU ST (150 Words)
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% I8 THeR! T8 ©U ¥ $-419 UgWUl 8301 a8 (CPCB), TG & &g Hrafadl 3R o UGyl f=om
Srst/afhfaal oR <, Afee TaremT SR emd & S I T T Ufd TR R AR T8 HR U1 R 3

7S 1dg A new leaf
1 ﬁw aﬂ- TIIFHdT Environmental compliance needs to be

monitored at all levels

. a?ﬁ:ﬂ_-[ 'Q'U'ﬂ?ﬁ ﬁ \y|.-|}{||rq\,(-| &ﬁq dq«,..n Cbnl ng:h’ a:ﬁ' a,,—;ﬂ' | T he Ministry of Environment, Forest and

Climate Change has brought into effect a
set of rules called the Environment Audit

. . . . Rules, 2025, that allows the vital activity of envi-
(] asﬁ m ﬁ tlﬁlﬂ\—rf:ﬂ&ﬁ Gh'{ G@Th -CR- I' |] Rl' “ W | ronmental monitoring and auditing to go beyond
the remit of State Pollution Control Boards. The
rules will largely scrutinise whether industrial

. o, ST SR Uamd Wk W THR GafaRofy Seaiae SRR [units are compliant with environmental regula
I

tion. The overall framework for monitoring and
\}Fla@- Qg Gﬂa’ %’l compliance within the existing environmental
framework is presently supported by the Central

Pollution Control Board, the Regional Offices of
.q_cn'aw.l, Gﬁ%z ﬁ_q_q, ﬁ =2 the Environment Ministry, and the State Pollu-
' 2025 m ﬁ'ﬂw tion Control Boards/Pollution Control Commit-

tees. They have, however, been facing significant
constraints in terms of manpower, resources, ca-

. ﬁ'\_sﬁ qam a’ﬁ t|?:|‘fER'UT &F\I{%’E{ a; =g ﬁ AT Gﬁq ?IT%@H pacity and infrastructure. “These limitations

have hampered their ability to comprehensively
ﬁ'q‘r \_5ﬂ-QT|T | monitor and enforce environmental compliance

across the vast number of projects and industries
operating nationwide,” said a press statement by

3 m : : : : the Environment Ministry. This scheme aims to

° -a- a;qﬁtn- a'ﬂ- .q-qw aﬂ:f'ﬁ th W ﬁ'CH'UT aﬁ bridge the manpower ang infrastructure deficits

9 o hY faced by regulatory authorities, thereby streng-

EET?FI ma‘h a 3‘| ':lq [NEs| aﬂ' vl opri| | thening the effective implementation of environ-
mental compliance mechanisms.

Under the new rules, private agencies can get

° 'I;ﬂ:[ W ﬁ'q‘jﬁ @' \g6|q, i'\\ﬂﬂa') df;d Ga' 'qa’ﬂ:[’ EFﬁWUT, themselves accredited as auditors. Much like

chartered accountants, environment auditors
GeReRdl| -qa-cc-ﬁ \HT% Tlﬁﬁﬁ-ch- R é@aa a’—%? ﬁ-q \_rITQ'P[ | can get themselves licensed and be authorised to

X evaluate the compliance of projects with environ-
mental laws and their adherence with best prac-
tices in the prevention, control and abatement of

(] Eb_qﬁ'cﬁ ﬁ W&‘[ 3‘ﬁ? &I'Cl?q&[ D |G§"| \'SC{'IU‘I."' W (‘\1{9 I '\31-\RQ| pollution. Environmental regulation has, in re-

cent years, transcended policing and bookkeep-

TGHT 6'1 Ml ing. Given that human-caused climate change is
seen as a problem that nations must collectively
fix, new dimensions to environmental regula-
qq_"ﬁa‘ a‘l‘q_l‘ tions have emerged. Thus, audits undertaken by
these agencies can also be used for compliance

with ‘Green Credit Rules’, under which indivi-
mﬁ : g duals and organisations can gain tradeable ‘cre-

o a'ﬁT REICE aﬂ- a'ﬂ:ﬁ aﬂ- g aﬂﬁ- ﬁ H 33 | dits’ for aﬁ'or%station, sustaingble water manage-
ment and waste management among other
. ~ a activities. Beyond industrial units, nearly every

° wmﬁ AUldYH[TUdh d] GﬁT HIAD DU | company in India will have to account for its di-
rect and indirect carbon emissions. This will en-

tail fairly complex accounting practices, which

o “;ﬂ:f a)—%—cr a@ m:r aYT @- a;qﬁ-q*l-' &rf% IJdd -qq‘n-a_h- are beyond what Pollution Control Board officials

can handle. However, preparing for the future
aﬂ- &rq:IT‘Q"Tﬂ- | should not be at the expense of compromising

core responsibilities. It is usually at the district,
block and panchayat levels that the most flagrant
environmental travesties abound, which escape

notice usually because of the lack of trained staff.
The new regime must seek to empower them too.
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e

ARl HifEe fam, 2025 TATaRUN W § U6 TR 96dd ¢ | 399 IRGRT R $I Fon faissrdr
BT YR FeT SR SUTer JuTel 3ifiids Aolgd st | U S9! Ihadl 39 R AR it fos Armrar ufesan
foha T §, URGRIAl fahat AT 1 ord! § SR SHA WR R SGRIM! &I fha-T I=1ed §9[™1 Sl g
HAd PIURE TR 8! Sfeh RIFT YR d yaiaRoiig g gRfyd &1 g g9 Foml &) ardfds Hare
il

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques:qmsﬁ%aﬁﬂﬂ, 2025 %mﬁﬁﬁg%@aaswwﬁimﬁﬁrq
1. 397 Sia¥id Aol Teifl &Y TaiaRur 3iifeex & U H A=dT &) & Jebdll 5|

2. TaTaRON 3HifSe & M hige Foml & srurer gq Ht ST fasa o webdn ]
3. Had HAIg UGHUT FEA01 SIS PI g1 31 ! & Sfavid fifSe o &1 SR g
SWIT § A HIH-IT1/A HY TEI /82

(a) HIT 1 3R 2

(b) Pad 2 3fR 3

(c) Pad 1 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

Ans : a)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: il 3{ISeRT & H1e0H | UGIGRUR U &1 FaURIHRUl Udh WD IRY Hed 5, IR g Sl &R
R IWREID B HHVIR g1 BT AMfgT | THIMTHD fda=-1 ST | (150 Words)
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faRIal 1 GR H=A, SUTEH DI I §1 3IR fdaTe ARl &1 ASigd B & SN IRPR - e B
JUTTeRt &1 S1fid qaTgay, <ad 3R [Ae-gd a9 &1 fa=n & U6 S8 Had I611 g1 A 95a1d had dHR
RN T FMe T8 &, Sl TeTew UR &, AR URA &t Seiaiferes i emar gd Il g1

Fixing problems, unlocking India’s growth potential |

shaped by bold reforms, and the latest set of

Goods and Services Tax (GST) measures
announced at the 56th GST Council meeting on
September 3, 2025, may well prove to be one of
the most consequential yet. For years, businesses
and policymakers alike have called for
simplification, predictability, and fairness in
India’s indirect tax regime. With the latest
decisions — streamlining rates, correcting
anomalies, easing compliance and strengthening
dispute resolution — the government has
delivered a package that balances ambition with
pragmatism.

What makes this moment special is not just the
scope of the changes but also the collaborative
spirit behind them. The result is what many are
calling GST 2.0 — a reform designed not merely to
fix today’s problems but also to unlock India’s
growth potential for the decade ahead.

l ndia’s economic journey has always been

Relief for many income groups

Essentials such as soap, toothpaste, hair oil,
shampoo, kitchenware and packaged foods now
fall under lower tax brackets, immediately easing
household budgets and boosting demand in
sectors that employ millions. For housing,
reduced GST on cement and construction
materials will bring homes within reach for more
families, supporting the government’s ‘Housing
for All' mission while stimulating allied industries
such as steel, tiles, sanitaryware and paints.
Infrastructure projects too will benefit from lower
costs of inputs, improving project viability and
freeing capital for expansion.

Life-saving drugs and critical medical devices
have been moved to nil or 5% GST, cutting
treatment costs and expanding access for
patients. In a country that has emerged as a
global hub for affordable medicines, this is both a
social and economic win.

Labour-intensive industries such as textiles,
handicrafts, leather, footwear, and toys — stand to
gain from lower rates that protect margins,
safeguard livelihoods, and create jobs in
semi-urban and rural clusters. The automotive
sector, a key driver of growth, will also see a

A

T

Harsha Vardhan
Agarwal

is President,
Federation of Indian
Chambers of

Commerce and
Industry (FICCI)

GST 2.0 is both
a tax reform
and the start of
a new chapter
in the

growth journey

boost as now more affordable small cars,
motorcycles, buses and trucks will encourage
demand and investment in auto-manufacturing
hubs.

Helping exporters and MSMEs

The rationalisation of rates would also help
exporters. Long-standing distortions created by
inverted duty structures in textiles, fertilizers and
renewables are finally being corrected. This will
make Indian products more competitive globally
while reducing import dependence.
Export-heavy sectors such as handicrafts, leather,
and engineering goods — most driven by micro,
small and medium enterprises (MSME) — are well
placed to gain benefits. Lower duties on capital
goods and intermediates will also promote local
value addition, directly supporting the ‘Make in
India’ initiative.

One of GST’s biggest challenges has always
been litigation. Interpretational disputes,
classification complexities and uncertainty over
tax treatment have burdened businesses and
clogged up the system. Rationalisation addresses
this by simplifying slabs and harmonising rates
for similar goods. Clarifications on intermediary
services and post-sale discounts further reduce
ambiguity, bringing long-awaited relief to service
exporters and aligning tax rules with commercial
practices.

Small exporters will welcome the decision to
remove thresholds for refunds on low-value
consignments. This ensures fairer treatment for
courier and e-commerce players, where liquidity
pressures are acute. Faster, more reliable refunds
will ease working capital challenges and
encourage reinvestment in growth.

Perhaps the most path-breaking measure is the
Simplified GST Registration Scheme for Small and
Low-Risk Businesses. By introducing automated
approvals within three days, the government has
dramatically reduced entry barriers, which will
cut compliance costs, encourage formalisation,
and allow MSME:s to expand into new markets
with greater ease.

Given that MSMEs are the backbone of India’s
economy — contributing to jobs, exports and

innovation — the significance of this step cannot
be overstated.

Institutional reform has also received a boost
with the operationalisation of the Goods and
Services Tax Appellate Tribunal (GSTAT). By
enabling faster and fairer resolution of disputes,
GSTAT will strengthen confidence in the system
and reduce case backlogs. This signals that GST is
not just about revenue collection but also about
building a fair and predictable tax framework that
businesses can trust.

The broader message is equally important. The
streamlined two-rate GST structure (a standard
rate of 18% and a merit rate of 5% with a special
de-merit rate of 40% for a select few goods and
services) aligns India more closely with global
best practices, moving it to the kind of tax regime
that advanced economies employ. For
international investors, the reforms send a strong
signal of policy stability, predictability and ease of
doing business. In a world where global supply
chains are being reconfigured, India is
positioning itself not just as a vast market but also
as a reliable and competitive investment
destination.

A pathway to economic expansion

Of course, reforms are never the end of the road.
Implementation will be key, and challenges such
as delays and procedural complexities still need
attention. But what stands out is the intent. The
government has shown that it is listening to
industry, willing to act decisively, and committed
to building a tax system that fuels, rather than
impedes, growth.

GST 2.0 is more than just a tax reform. It is an
economic reform that promises to boost
consumption, empower MSMEs, strengthen
competitiveness, and reinforce India’s growth
momentum. It lays the foundation for India’s next
phase of economic expansion.

The story of GST has always been one of bold
ambition. With these reforms, India has taken a
decisive step toward realising that ambition. For
businesses, consumers and policymakers alike,
this is not just an adjustment of rates. It is the
start of a new chapter in India’s growth journey.
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1. W SUHIFITS B Iga

. WA, Y, YT, IS MM 3R UFS B3 Sl 3aRad a¥qd HH Wd H — IRART & soie
IR B R AT H g

. e g fAaf el R el ged ¥ - 9t & 1w sirary firee o6t 99, 91y 8 Wi, erse, Ue S
Tead I Bl Ureare- |

e  SIGRE&® ATl 3R IYBIUT 0% T 5% SITACT W T — AT T, HRd Dl Il Sagal &
AP g DT UgAH Ao |

TR -GoT &3 ) UredTe

. O, TR, THST, Sd-Iud 3R R o YH-TU I R HH &8 — T g g
&= T JASRTR JR&|

. SHSHERT FeR — B e, I3H, 99 3R ¢ T g1 I A1 3R o # g
fFrafas) sk MSME &Y @ty

. T, ISP g TAIHIUNT SHoll &3 H Jee e 814 (Inverted Duty) B 31 b M1 — ot
gferegel & gUR |

. B UNA R R3S T g ¥ 3-H1AY g B Hafdd! Bt Adhal THW1 8 gt
o USITd I g Gad avgsil IR HH e — HP 39 Siedl B 91dT|

o IR Yol Ao H 3 f3T # wenferd Sigad — Sured anTd geil, MSME T SieTiesur
ool BT

RN d GAATHD JUR
o OIUECT U SMfIHIUT (GSTAT) Bl RITYAT — fdaTe] BT dRd Fuer, i 95 HH, FRITR
¥ fayrg dem|

. TR YTl 9 fohl-a1g e TR WAl — B YUMTelt H SRyl gei|

o O A 9T RS 2T (5%, 18% 3R 40% felke) — dfys Jafaw yure & o9, o= &
fRRdr &1 dohd |
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THIfa® Aga
« TR YUMEH A Ease of Doing Business 3R fRRAT — df¥ds fawr siiafia w3 o Tgrbs |
MSME ! TidTg — JIeiR, Fafd ik Tamem & gf< |
. oG J 9 T 9gad — YRA 1 IU@Iad gig SBIENs & eyl

fPrepd

STEHE 2.0 Had HR GUR 7Tg1, dieh AMD YD JUR 81 & DI TR a1, fdare gerea 3R Iuviaarsi
J AUl B 8d B T8 YRA DI (96T IET B -5 [GRM ¢l & | GIaifch, SHBT THTAT foparag, Siewe!
Feadh o1 fSred emar o guR iR aw Rivs ufthar St Ffal R e ST 31aRges ghm | afe 3 guR! &
Tl & ¥ ar] forar T o Siud aRad # Uh [AhT-IR® a1 4 Ihdl §, Sl HRA &1 981 STHIaT
IR gt 78, afces ufagelf fawr riqer of s

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: SITTHCT 2.0 YURT (2025) & JeH # FaferfEd 3 W faaR sifewe
1. StaRe® garsil TR SITHC! B 5% 3dl YL HR a1 T 5|

2. T 3R IR &1 H I Yo @1 (Inverted Duty) BT 31 a1 T B

3. STURICT Ui SHTIHROT (GSTAT) B fadral o s e g fhan-ad fear T gl
Sudad # | SF-T1/A $YT 981 /32

(a) Fad 1 3R 2

(b) Faa 2 3T 3

(c) Pad 1 3R 3

(d) 1,233

Ans : d)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: SITHCT 2.0 GYRT DI Had B YR Tol, dfeh AUD e YR TN 1 T 81 371 GRART, &,
Y d 7AW IeH! (MSME) TUT HRd &1 afyes HfcRaefardsdl IR JHTTad gHTal &1 fade=1 SifeTe | (150 words)
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AR GRT HRH Fafd TR 50% Yeb TH J URA & Fafd-FR &3 & $ASR! SUR &8 81 $ faxivsl

3 g fear g & fafd & e aoR & disT w1, AfsT SR faRivg ik IenT ufafAfy <Sae &d § &
TR 3R SARTPI SORT & i IIATHSD 3R, HH TN &HAT 3R IAG-faRAY Sereff & SR T8
B AN 31 S9F ToId, AfY® IoRl # fAfadiarur ok WeR ot Hifa gudq et s@afy ot it

IR IUHI g
= fig
T TR § RIFTGRYT B gAfaar
. amarrqﬁeﬁvqm-ﬂ%amﬂwﬁ
YT 3R FHIeH okt I=F-Hed dret
X3 & U o dOIR @1 emar i
21 Hier et v & 4R g F HRU
GEa A gl
. SR fafadwr ok wiv e: frafa IR
AMDIBIU 3R 98 TN W I b
TR & §, Said W A &g ¥ 9§
i B ® SR 3remt Yo, geu Raufko
7 facR1 I BT MaRTH T Bl B

faq=ht @it & forw sH@fcd fosmyg died
TR B Fal & | NI IR § Ya & g
Sffafved A% &t STaxgewhdr 8 ! g

$o &= o Wt s
TWRIA 3R PefamR it &9 geg ardt
T4 IR TR § & GHETS a7 Tl
gl
Sieadt = &1 QYR o & § W 77T
® FGIaT ¢ IHhdl g, AfbT THY YU
i g

Not easy to switch
to domestic from
global, say exporters

Trade experts/exporters say global market diversification is a more

feasible option but can't happen overnight and will need govt. support

Amiti Sen
NEW DELHI

ultiple  factors,
Msuch as low sur-
plus absorption

capacity and different
specifications, severely in-
hibit a shift to the domestic
market for exporters strug-
gling to sell in the U.S. be-
cause of the 50% tariffs.
Trade experts and ex-
porters believe interna-
tional market diversifica-
tion is a more feasible
option, but even that can-
not happen overnight and
would need active support
from the government.

Market stress
“Diverting export products
to the domestic market is
not a big possibility as
there is oversupply. Alrea-
dy, all domestic players are
under stress, as you can
see from their heavy dis-
counts. International mar-
ket diversification is defi-
nitely a solution, but it is
not an immediate option,”
pointed out Sanjay Jain,
chairman, ICC National
Textiles Committee.
Rationalisation of GST
rates could expand the
domestic market for some
sectors such as footwear,
but not for others like dia-
monds and jewellery, be-
cause for every product,
the domestic market’s ca-
pacity to absorb will be dif-
ferent, explained Ajay Sa-

Tough times: The domestic market cannot substitute the export
market for India, says Mr. Dhar . REUTERS

hai of FIEO. “For low-value
items like some handi-
crafts, there might be de-
mand in the domestic mar-
ket, but for high-value
items like carpets, the ca-
pacity to absorb may be li-
mited due to high price
and because it is not a fast-
moving item,” he said.

Long-term solution
Thirukkumaran Natarajan,
chairman of Tiruppur-
based Esstee Exports India
Pvt. Ltd., said diversifying
to domestic markets can
only be a long-term solu-
tion. “The set-up is diffe-
rent for exports and dom-
estic (demand) as markets
are different and over-
heads are also different,
said Mr. Natarajan, who is
also the Secretary of Tirup-
pur Exporters Association.
Exporters need to keep
supplying to their foreign
markets to retain the major

brands that source sup-
plies from them, said Mith-
ileshwar Thakur of AEPC.

“If exporters stop sup-
plying to major foreign
brands, they may just
leave. So, exporters will try
their best to retain them,”
Mr. Thakur said.

The domestic market
cannot substitute the ex-
port market for India,
pointed out Biswajit Dhar
from the Council for Social
Development.

“India is a hugely im-
port-dependent country.
We need the foreign ex-
change,” he said. Mr. Dhar
added that the best way to
deal with the loss of U.S.
market would be to diversi-
fy to newer markets in Afri-
ca, Latin America and Cen-
tral Asia and the Centre
should provide all support.

(The writer is with The
Hindu Businessline. Inputs
from T.E. Raja Simhan.)
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Ndeifere Torifa: TR fafadieor

. Fafd @ defue SRS SeRI—sibie], dfed SR, A TRIT—F fawdiRd &
dep1feres GHIYT T STl 8|

. 1T fac=h §iSf & FARAR SMgfd §HTY T SHTaRA® ©; 37 SIS BT IHaM IR JHaH &I
HRUT & THdl g

. WBR T JHIT—AIR Jfaer, Mo iR Fafd Jadi—g aoRl & ool ¥ uaw & o
3{TIRTF ¢ |

nfdfe ffgard
o YR 3t oft smara wR R g; Fata 3 fag=l goT srei Wigad o forg agayul 8

e NI TR F THA SRR Wi g5 Faid 3 i YA 78] B A, o™ I0Mifas
IoR fafaefenzor 3R Hifd THd= &1 srawuswdr g¢ STt 81

ey

AU SARD! Yoob URA & FaTd &F B WTTeD HHASING! AR R fadwed! & FA1SH BT ISR o ¢ |
wafe W ToR H Wfid Jgd Guad B, Ifud Sagia aeRt # fafadfieRnr ok WeR) g
e SR e, Tmy™ UM R g1 ifd gy &) 8-y faRiyarst, eXq Sra=nwor emar 3R
fa=f T aeh & RO &1 @ ¥ 9 g fesg fan o =nfey, difes WRd @t fafa ufowgef $ik
fad=ft gar fRRdr QR R |

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: FUfIRad ® I @19 A1 GST 2.0 JUR FT w1 781 &2
a) T3 BT IR 3R FReA

b) BIC 3R HH SRIH dTcl FTH & oTT Taferd UoiipRul

o) Faid IR 50% H= T S

d) GST 3fUTciIT TTATfHRUT (GSTAT) BT IdTaH

Ans : ¢)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: HRd Dl Dl IS ISR B 3R 3G DH H e gl DT AT HRAT gl
THTYT &7 G T Fehd &, 39 W i HIoE| (150 Words)
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India’s strategic autonomy in a multipolar world

n the lexicon of international relations, few

concepts have evolved as dynamically as

“strategic autonomy”. Once a term

confined to academic debate, it now sits at
the heart of India’s foreign policy discourse,
shaping decisions in an increasingly multipolar
and volatile world. As global power shifts
accelerate and traditional alliances fray, India
finds itself navigating a delicate path between
competing giants: the United States, China and
Russia. The pursuit of strategic autonomy is no
longer a theoretical aspiration. It is a daily
diplomatic practice, fraught with complexity and
consequence.

Strategic autonomy refers to a nation’s ability
to make sovereign decisions in foreign policy and
defence without being constrained by external
pressures or alliance obligations. It is not
synonymous with isolationism or neutrality.
Rather, it implies flexibility, independence and
the capacity to engage with multiple powers on
one’s own terms. For India, the concept has deep
historical roots, going back to colonial
subjugation and free India’s determination never
to let anybody else decide our place in the world
for us. From Nehru’s non-alignment during the
Cold War to the Modi government’s
“multi-alignhment” in the current era, successive
governments have sought to preserve India’s
freedom of action while adapting to changing
geopolitical realities. In theory, strategic
autonomy offers a middle path between rigid bloc
politics and passive disengagement. In practice, it
demands deft diplomacy, institutional resilience,
and a clear-eyed understanding of national
interest. It is a balancing act — sometimes
precarious, often imperfect, but essential for a
country such as India that aspires to global
leadership without becoming a client state.

The current global landscape presents both
opportunities and challenges for India’s strategic
autonomy. The unipolar moment of American
dominance has given way to a fragmented world
order, where China’s assertiveness, Russia’s
revisionism and the West’s internal divisions,
accentuated by Washington’s unpredictability,
create a fluid and unpredictable environment.
For India, this means recalibrating its
relationships with major powers while
safeguarding its core interests — territorial
integrity, economic growth, technological
advancement, and regional stability.

India’s relationship with the United States has
deepened dramatically over the past two
decades. From defence cooperation and
intelligence sharing to joint military exercises and
technology transfers, the strategic partnership
has matured. The Quad grouping (Australia,
Japan India, the U.S.), Indo-Pacific dialogues, the
incipient 12U2 (India, Israel, the United Arab
Emirates and the U.S.) and India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), and
shared concerns over China’s rise have further
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As the global
order shifts,
India must
continue to
walk the
tightrope,
treading a
delicate path
berween the
United States,
China,

and Russia

cemented ties. Yet, the relationship is not without
friction. The Trump administration’s erratic trade
policies, followed by stinging tariffs and sanctions
in his second term, have strained economic ties.
Washington’s pressure on India to reduce its
energy and defence dealings with Russia, and to
align more closely with western positions, has
tested New Delhi’s resolve.

India’s response has been measured. It
continues to engage with the U.S., maintains
independent positions on global conflicts, and
insists on the primacy of national interest over
ideological alignment. This is strategic autonomy
in action, not anti-Americanism, but a refusal to
be subsumed by American priorities.

Ties with Beijing and Moscow

China presents a more complex challenge. The
border clashes with India of 2020 shattered
illusions of benign coexistence, and tensions
remain high despite diplomatic overtures. Yet,
China is also one of India’s largest trading
partners, a key player in regional institutions, and
a competitor whose actions shape the strategic
environment. India’s approach is one of cautious
engagement and firm deterrence. It strengthens
border infrastructure, deepens ties with
Indo-Pacific partners, and invests in indigenous
defence capabilities. At the same time, it
participates in multilateral forums such as BRICS
and the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation,
where China plays a leading role — a difficult but
necessary balancing act.

Strategic autonomy here means resisting both
confrontation and capitulation. It means
asserting sovereignty and refusing to be another
country’s counterweight to a rising China, while
controlling Chinese access to the Indian
economy, and simultaneously keeping channels
of communication open. It means recognising
that rivalry does not preclude diplomacy, and
that decoupling is not always desirable or
feasible.

India’s relationship with Russia is rooted in
Cold War solidarity, defence cooperation and
shared strategic interests. Despite Moscow’s
growing closeness to Beijing and Russia’s global
isolation following the Ukraine conflict, India has
maintained its ties — buying oil, importing
weapons, and engaging diplomatically. This has
drawn criticism from western capitals, but India
has stood firm. Its relationship with Russia is
historical, multidimensional and not subject to
external veto. It continues to diversify its military
imports, invest in indigenous production and
explore new partnerships, but without
abandoning old ones. Strategic autonomy here is
about refusing to choose sides in a binary contest,
and, instead, crafting a foreign policy that reflects
India’s unique geography, history and aspirations.

During India’s G-20 presidency in 2023, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi declared that India was
now the voice of the Global South — unbowed,

plural and potent. Its democracy, he said, was not
just a system but a “bouquet of hope”, nourished
by the strength of its multilingual, multicultural
fabric. External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
argues that partnerships must be shaped by
interest, not sentiment or inherited bias. This is
diplomacy with a spine — assertive, pragmatic,
and unapologetically Indian, seeking to be
“non-West” without being “anti-West”. This
stance resonates across the Global South, where
many rising and middle powers concerned with
peace and stability in their own regions, are
choosing to safeguard their geopolitical and
economic interests rather than be swept into the
vortex of great-power rivalries. They seek agency,
not alignment; voice, not vassalage.

What emerges is a vision of India as a
sovereign pole in a rebalancing world — a nation
that neither aligns blindly nor isolates itself.
India’s rise, then, is civilisational, plural and
deeply political. While India’s pursuit of strategic
autonomy is principled, it faces headwinds as it
walks the tightrope among the major powers. The
global economy is increasingly interdependent,
and technological ecosystems are dominated by a
few players. Defence modernisation requires
partnerships and climate diplomacy demands
coordination. In such a world, autonomy must be
redefined — not as isolation, but as resilience and
adaptability.

Domestic factors also play a role. Political
polarisation, economic vulnerabilities and
institutional constraints can limit the
effectiveness of autonomous decision-making.
Strategic autonomy requires not just diplomatic
skill, but economic strength, technological
capability and political coherence. We cannot be
truly autonomous fromn a position of weakness.

Moreover, in a world of cyber threats, Artificial
Intelligence warfare and space competition,
autonomy must extend beyond traditional
domains. It must encompass data sovereignty,
digital infrastructure and supply chain security.
India’s recent efforts to build indigenous
platforms, secure critical minerals and assert its
voice in global tech governance are steps in this
direction.

More than a slogan

Strategic autonomy is not just a slogan. Itis a
strategy. It is the art of navigating a turbulent
world without losing one’s bearings. As the global
order shifts, India must continue steadily to walk
the tightrope — engaging with the U.S. without
becoming a vassal, deterring China without
provoking war, and partnering with Russia
without inheriting its isolation. It must invest in
capabilities, cultivate partnerships, and assert its
interests with clarity and confidence.

In doing so, India does not reject the world — it
reclaims its agency within it. Strategic autonomy
is not about standing alone; it is about standing
straight, and standing tall.
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UPSC Mains Practice Question: KRS ICIICI CICEHE LR RLETCE RS IEECIE )
YT 31 faxawor Fifore| 59 grferar spifve), 919 ok w9 daut & ded # Wy

®IfSTC1 (150 Words)
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Context :

U Wl (Strategic Autonomy) 31T HRd @1 [aG=T HIfd &1 &% fig 991 715 5| 591 31 § fh dis o
3 ST qara a1 Ted & SUA P, AU Pelfdd 3R e &t iy g @ ¥h | URd & fow T8
YR UARTRI® SFHd, T HedTdie 3R S Ufdad—g T4, 94 iR TI—db Y SAfed Jaef Bl
T FHRA B HTARING AT IR SR B |

e fog

1. YOS TR &1 3
. T JeRdl I1 3eTAdlE el §, Sfedp qelay, Wadl SR sguefiy et # oo wdf W
YRitert &7 Hahd B
. iﬁ%ﬁasw@r wﬁ&ﬂag&wﬁﬁ?-ﬂ%@wﬂﬁr (Non-alignment) @IHE’HET'HF[ "Hecl-
3faTZHE” (Multi-alignment) =ifa 7 fawRid g3 B
Yo 354 ARST & 1Y Fae
. TR OFIIE AR e TganT, Githar A &3, Tgad 9 3N, H1S, 12U2 3R YRd-
A gd-JR19 31ffes e |
o A ARSI SR, HTUR gaTE, T & Ui ARD T DI
. YRd B Ufdishar: ST fed Wrufiiendr, SfRe! qaral & el 1 g1, forad Wraidl o1 IareRul
T ST B |
o & 1Y AGel BT Y=
. Sfed Rufa: 2020 & T Fus! & STavg AR R dguea Jaf & TganT (BRICS, SCO) ST
gl
. UFIA® WEd &1 3 § AYYAT S W, gaidlied (6T foAT Heifad dare 3R Asigd
YT |
o fay ar e & o e ST AT SH1aRAS |
9 & 91y HaY
o UfIETRI® ARIGRT: Y& IUSRUT, Sl TgdNT 3R 0 5|
. Uy gEg SR T & IfYF 3rerTa & Sav[e, HRd A Red a8 39 |
. R &1 o § T8N 3aTd $I WieR ot fam didmifers g fea g s
TGRS Ug ],
. e <R F Ag@ F U H URA B YDT: sgueiadr 3R Iuy Toikd o1 ufaffia |
o SYFH dBATD! & T STAMURAT: SeT AU, TZaR JR&M, Al 3R 3fafe R |
. IRQ HRE: SIS (R, 31 e 3R TRIFTT Hored |

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS [ i | @ ]

CIVIL SERVICES

3R MR gAfaar
.  TYATdT HRA B HOR TeadHl § 7 9ed §T B aadl & 1Y IS A I BT AR
CRIE]
o AT Ay e SIeRAMRET, ThTapt SRHMATE 3R B HHGNAT |
o TYTE! YU T & e deifa, emar fafor ok Rigia snetia fAofg srawas |

ey
YR ! YUHTAP WAAdl Had Ue RGId g1, dfe gal $I siied IRRUMTA! & Fa- &1 XU g1 $9PT
G{Qf%

o SRS & Y TR BT, Afce 31efi= T8t gl
o A DI Tl &I, difbd g b SIRGH & T |
. TP Y YrRICR! ST Ra-T, AP 596 A 3ITTd BT YT fo-T|

Ig WIRIRIAT $ad 3feRT TS o BT a1, dicw 3o Foral & wWcdad), AP ffd & Tgar oIk afy® 7 W
YU JufRYf 1Y TG &1 A g |
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