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Blood moon

Sky show: The blood moon atop Bhubaneswar during the lunar eclipse on Sunday. The total eclipse phase which began at 11.01 p.m.
caught the attention of skywatchers across India and other nations. BISWARANJAN ROUT

Hifer=r & fore gee faazun
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o B A & FHen/e) faeR o B, Tafes et ara ¥ ek dem aY ofR gt ©, s g
T I T Y T g
o UG UHIG Yo ThelT & HRUIS - Tt HRU § fob Jafe are foar aar |
2. W U
o T URU ¥ faudla, dg Teur T Sl | 3@ F Ry R B
o UG dFIAD! Bl Gt B aRIHSTT TRAAT BT 3eqgT B | Heg HRdl 8, Fifdp gUR argHsd
& Teg I fireex 1 TS TR B A-ET TEHT B U B B
3. UINf® Favs
o HRY (SR 1), T férr gd Tk, Sibiet, T 3R 3mifver & fawrs ar gl
o HRA B IR < HH I HH S IR01 9 Il ¢ |
4. Wifereg uiged
o U S I U801 — T TSN SIS WR BT §, g% U501 giofar wR |
o SMgRI — 2-5 I TGV &R I BId §, A P Tg0T goH 81 &
o U - Yl - IgHT — WGl (A% T80T & ) |

e

g1d g1 Hedieqd 7 Haaudme=d qHTRN o, dfcsh Tiied fUst 3R gadl & argred & o Masia Jaet &1 UH
Ul SRS Ht 7| BHET 3R Medmarsll & oY, T8 UHI USHIvH, TSR ifFd! 3R g0 exadl &
TIE &1 SAYRUMST B ¥ FHRT ¢ - 3 T+ THTERR Bt dart & e Ayl B

uazmwm%{%m!aﬁ%:

(a) TEUT & SR ASHT YT Tl UHTA ScqTId Bl &

(b) G FT qGHST Yd & USTN B HH aWIGH B YHIOId Hdl §, SQfd agHT b IS a1
aree ugddr @

(c) G4 U8V & SR Had AT UHTR Ioqfoid Hedl g
(d) HTe A WRTad IEHT DY IHBT ATAITSATe
3TR: (b)
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a9 2025 AREATg | HTH-THH MG Bl Xdled] & Udid g , ForgeT Aqa iR gdt it |3
HRATI AP S F 916x e & a1¢ fan um siigie 7 wnfa vergsH, Rquares adst ok
Tfifer wiearfear R wara I, aftra T &t 341 SR fear ok 5fas srictaq & fore d=nfve i
T AP ATl YR & IS JUR 3R IeHIad gaad & 304 aRreH & e | ¢ &1
T UG et g

C. Palanivel Rajan
MADURAI

This year marks the cen-
tenary of the Self-Respect
Movement, which changed
the course of political dis-
course in Tamil Nadu.
Though the movement was
recorded to have started in
1925, historians contend
that it did not have a singu-
lar moment of origin.

In their book, Towards a
Non-Brahmin Millennium
(From Iyothee Thass to Pe-
riyar), V. Geetha and SV.
Rajadurai write: “The Self-
Respect Movement comes
to us, as it were, in process,
as an ideological impulse,
an energetic mobilising of
men and women across
castes and classes, a vision
of a society that had erupt-
ed into rebellion, into acts
of defiance, daring and, fi-
nally, as a time of great
churning, when all things
—

were subject to doubt and
enquiry, when all matters,
however sacred and invio-
late were relentlessly inter-
rogated.. When women ig-
nored the claims of family
and the bonds of commun-
ity; when young men will-
ingly forsook personal for-
tunes and defied elders; a
time when scores of hither-
to despised and ignored
peoples, until then, mere
objects of charity, pity and
paternalist benevolence,
were asked to play prota-
gonists in a struggle which,
above all, was committed
to running their world up-
side down.” Social reform-
er Periyar E.V. Ramasamy,
who later founded the Dra-
vidar Kazhagam, through
the launch of Tamil weekly
Kudi Arasu (Republic),
paved the way for the for-
mal beginning of the Self-
Respect Movement.
Following his departure

from the Indian National
Congress in November
1925, Periyar utilised an
opportunity to address a
Justice Party special confe-
rence in Coimbatore “to es-
pouse a radical and mili-
tant non-Brahminism”.
According to the auth-
ors, “He observed that the
Justice Party had been un-

Leading light: Social reformer Periyar EV. Ramasal
paved the way for the formal beginning of the Self-Respect Movement.

able to attract popular sup-
port because it did not
have a political pro-
gramme which addressed
the real needs of the peo-
ple” He said its members
and leaders seemed to la-
bour under the illusion
that an English education
and a position in the ser-
vices, in themselves,

my, through the launch of Tamil weekly Kudi Arasu,

would bring cheer and
good to the non-Brahmin
commonweal,

Radical reform

Periyar went on to assure
his audience that he en-
dorsed these objectives,
but did not consider them
a significant achievement
in themselves.

“They could very well
go to constitute a non-
Brahmin elite which, in the
days to come, could prove
as oppressive as a Brahmin
oligarchy,” he warned.

Kudi Arasu was seen as
an extension of the Self-
Respect Movement, taking
a more radical strand of
the Dravidian movement,
articulating the radical pol-
itics of caste and gender,
and embarking on a far-
reaching reform of Hindu
society.

In her research article,
Advocacy journalism and
the self-respect movement
in late colonial South India,
published in Sudasien-
Chronik-South Asia Chron-
icle, Uma Ganesan says Ku-
di Arasu, as a movement in
itself, intervened in the
crowded journalistic space
of early 20 Century south
India, which was dominat-
ed by Brahmins and other

Looking back at 100 years of the Self-Respect Movement in Tamil Nadu

upper-caste  elites, to
create an alternative space
for articulating its goals
and mobilising support for
its programme of social re-
form. The movement, ac-
cording to her, posed arad-
ical challenge to the
Gandhi-led Congress na-
tionalism by identifying
the Congress as a bastion
of Hinduism and its caste
system.

Justice Party’s role
Author N.K. Mangalamuru-
gesan, in his book, Self-Res-
pect Movement in Tamil
Nadu 1920-1940, wrote
that the launching of the
South Indian Liberal Fed-
eration (Justice Party) in
1916 marked the first step
of non-Brahmins in chal-
lenging the Brahmin supre-
macy in the political and
social fields.

“But the activities of the
party were largely con-

fined to the interests of
educated and rich non-
Brahmins with the result
that the bulk of the non-
Brahmin masses remained
untouched by them,” he
added.

Mangalamurugesan said
the credit for making the
non-Brahmin masses con-
scious of their rights goes
to Periyar. “It is he who in-
stilled into them a sense of
pride and self-respect by
starting the Self-Respect
Movement,” he said.

As a movement, it is
known for its radical social
reforms, including the in-
troduction and popularisa-
tion of selfrespect mar-
riages, its advocacy for
women’s liberation from
oppressive social norms
like championing causes
such as widow remarriage,
the right to divorce, the
right to property, abortion,
among others.

e & fre wq@ ueq
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3. WS gUR -
o TNHH faarg (gonial a1 3[SMI & for, 1967 H afiferrg # au)|
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o 3G A S UGIIehH SR STRI0 WY WR gHa foa |
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2. Afgar arfaqem o
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3. XTeHITd® A8
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3RIY T |
4. fa_moa iR guTE
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e

TH-THH el Had Th &3 JUR g1 T, dfcth U GRAATHR] ATHISID -ST-ad T o7 o=
AT & HTST 3R ASHITT Bl 4T SMHR a1 | ddhdre, IS <arg 3R A THA B SRIyfH o,
U SR ISTIhH! B A & 3R SIRIT St MTaTel I I=Gd §911| U el alg, SHH! favmd S,
JAMFT 3R AHdT TR HRA P Taa B SHR AT SR} W § — oy T8 g SR FHbTeH Q- gl
& fore ue Heayul »9 Tt &1 TR |
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a) et & 31 3R Wl faaRy &1 sgrar &1

b) WZHA HHIRH B RIATHIHSTICHT

o) ST 3R i R B Heudt Ao BT TER HRAT
(d) fafe=r siufrafRie &R & Al &1 FHd= S
31X : ©)
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Lost in space? You might need just
two stars to find your way

As the earth orbits the sun, a star’s position relative to other stars might seem to shifi; this is called stellar parallax. This phenomenon happens because every six months, the

earth is on opposite sides of the sun, providing two different viewpoi

Shrevjaya Karantha

[ yourre Jost somewhere on the
earth, you can use GP'S or public
Landmarks to find your way back.
Mavigation in the vasiness of space
wwever — especially i
vowr're on a spacecraft racing billions of
kilometres away from the earth. There is
0o GPS in space, and where a landmark is
depends on where you're looking from.
B recently, astronomers found that a
deceptively simple trick could help the
New Horizons spaceeratt ind its we
thraugh space using only two stars,

BEIUL 800

ition is essen
NasA Jaunched New Horlzons i 2006 ©
explore Plute, its moons, and, Tater,
objects in the Kuiper Belt, a disc of icy
rocks and dust in the outer edge of the
solar system. New Horfzons few by Plute
in 2015, heaming hack stunning images of
the dwarf planet and its monns. In 2024,
the spacecralt went beyond 60x the
arth distance, a new record.
igarion is essential, just as it is on
Mazi Planck Institute for
Astronomy statf member Corvo
Bailer-jores said. “Spacecrafi have oo
knivy whiere they are and where they are
heading for many reasons™ - from
planning thedr fuel use o polning thel:
amtennae o send data back home,

Tnterplanetary missions like New
Horizons are wacked by NASA's Deep
Space Network (DEN), a global array
giant radin anrennae that send and
receive signals from spacecy
systom is precise bue always
carth centred, Le., the spacecraltt’s
Tocation is measured relative to our
planct. As spacecratt travel tarther, signals
between ground stations and the
spacecrafl drop, increasing
comumunication tme and decreasing
signal strength. Theretore spacecratt that
can fwd thelr way without asking for
directions from the earth will be at an
advantage.

The new stdy proposes a simple way
o do this using stellar parallax, the same
method early astronomers used to
measure stars’ distances from the earth.

The findings were published in The
Astroncmical Journal in June.

Ome eye at a time
As the earth orbits the sun, a star's
position relative to other stars might seem
o shift. This is called stellar parallax.
This is hecause every six months, the
earth is on opposite sides of the sun,
providing two different viewpoeints. You
can achieve the same effecr by bnking at
a candle first with only your left eye and
then only your right eye: the candle will
chamge position against the background.
‘The amount of shift is called the

parallax angle, and it's directly related to
the distance to the star,

In the study, the astronomers observed
twii stars from the earth using New
Horizons' instrwments, They're like two
eves that were 7 billion km apart on April
23, 20020, when the team made the
ohservations.

Thi two stars were Proxima Contauri
and Wolf 259, located 4.2 light years and
7.9 light-vears away from the earth,
respectively.

"W wanted large parallaxes, which
means using the closest stars,” LS.
MNational Science Foundation Mational
Optical-Infrared Astronomy Research
Laberatery astronomer and the study's
lead aiithor Ted Later sabd

“Proima Centauri is the closest star
hesides the sun. Wolf 359 is in the rop
five. We also needed stars that were not
o0 bright fir the camera. Walf35% we
aiptimal for navigation, as it close o 90
away from Proxima.”

Self-zufficient
For the stud the European
Space Agency’ erratt played a
vital role: it provided the 30 positions of
stars in a fxed, universal reference frame,

With these reference positions, the
tearn measured how much the stars'
positions changed against the background
Ty cormparing their positions from Mew
Horizons' vantage point with those from
the carth.

The parallax was 32.4 arcseconds for
Procima and 157 arcseconds for Waolf 359

purp:

Location of Mew Harizans an April 23, 2020, The red and blue lines poin

Allit mewds is ¢ vstardard
S[c i compuiter, and a cacalogoe
for reference positions on any
spacecrafi

TN LAUFR
Ui, NATIONAL S

EFO

at the time of measurement. (An
arcsecond iz equal to 3600t of a
J

This calculation indicated that New
Herizons was positioned at 46.89-lmes
the earth-sun distanee — close 1o the 47.11
All estimated by -tracking
measurements from the earth.

The technigue could be the simplest
way 1o navigare spacecralt hecanse it
dnesn't require special equipment, Mr.
Lauer said.

"Allit peeds i 3 camera, a standard
spacecraft computer, and a catalogue for
reference positions on amy spacecratt.”

The team wrote in its paper that its
demonstration was “educational,” not yet
ready for practical use,

“We can't improve [the acouracy] that
much with New Horizons, but a better
camera on another spacecrafl would
help,” Mr. Lawer said.

SLars a5 Compass
The “study is a gond one and a nice
demonstration,” Mr. Bailer-Jones, who

[ Prosima Centauri a

d Winlf 353 respectively. REW HORZOKSHAS,

wasn't invobved in the study, said. "As
they themselves note, it is not of practical
use Lo navigate New Horfzons, because we
can still use earth-hased heacons for this
[distance]

"But for much deeper space missbons,
such as interstellar fravel, where beacons
are mn longer usable, an extension nf this
muthod becomes very uscful "

He also said an existing method called
stellar astrometric navigation also uses
stars as well as accounts for the effects of
special relativity to estimate a spacecratt’s
J0 position and velocity by measuring the
angular separation between two stars in
the sky. The new study has proposed &
simpler version of this method, he added.

M. Bafler-ones also sald researchers
are investigating another method called
pulsar mavigariom, which uses rapidly
spinning neutron stars like lamps in space
o s the way,

“It's parentially much more accurate:
than stellar astrometric navigation, but it
needs reasonable knowledge of the initdal
position, which the stellar astrometric
navigation could supply” he s
i iy Lp watching
star Trek and that in one scene, he
noticed the stars appeared 1o move asa
spacecraft found its way through deep
space. Did the show's producers know
they were being accurate, or had they
simply migsed 4 derail? The new method
has rendered this question irrelevant.

(Shregfayea Karantha is a frevlance
scierce writer.
shreejayakaranii

vou can achieve the same effect by looking at a candle with one eve at a time

15,1 far Wolf
o that Haw

adic-tracking
I st

becaise it domen’t rguine
special equipment
-

Scientists say the methed is
nat of practical usz to

igate Mew Horizons,
because we can stil use
eartlrhased beacor ¢ the
distance imeched. Bu
much deeper missions,
as interstellar travel, a
extension af this m

becanmes very use
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e & forg ger sraurumg

1. ARG A
o S & R Th ¥R DI U BT WY Taelld Sd &l {eivT-3elT Aglodd fogsii § ¢ar Srdn
gl
o RIaRt @1 g8 A= & forw UfogRis U @ IudnT fosar Siran ;o) AfdTRE & forg gk
fopar T |
2. WeRH
o BRI, Gt § ~ 47 TY, HifaqHT Y (4.2 USRI a8 §x) 3R geh 359 (7.9 USRI aY §x)
CACHICREERIL
o Tt 3R 3aRe I q I fUfA ) g e, TMQfaal 3 et Ghewdl & 1Y Y IR
DI g3l B AT D |
3. ger® famE
o a1 3faRe I @uyn): Th Ffda deu tha & Rari &t wdie 3 St Ul vem &t
o I WY Aedd (DSN): 3HdiRel I o forg adam gdt-smemid sy ¢far Red |
4, WHEHTY
o TiaH & T e BIU: 32.4 Thddhs |
o g 359 & foTT TS BITT: 15.7 SMhudS |
o IATHIT RIF: 46.89 TY, Gdl- TR S (47.11 TQ) & 4|

@I e & fore yRiffiiean

1. Su-w A= § geifoat
o ST gedt-HfEd 8, S g8 98- IR AR 33 SR HHGR Ydbd! Bl IGIHR AT Rl g
o SR URA & forg, geait-smenia S srearagie gl wavdh g
2. T FHIYTH
o AR A AGIRM - T, HId U HHR, HHCR R TR Heal Bt HTIRIHdT ail & |
o ARPIY TEARE AN - 34f¥e Iad, RIart & o= grierdr sk wioflg amg & fo @rdi|
o URR AfRA - Ui died & ®U # Y- RaR! &1 SUaT &l §; e Idid afed
TR R I ST STa=ged g 5

o SMTAMHR sfafver am AfangE)
o Tl wIHE R MRaT HH E TR
o Yidw & FeReer Ml & e duifad U & Tgayul|
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4, dramaf
o TIHM YR "Qfép" § 3R 31 d6 HATagiRe U J waid Il 71 g
o URATE STANT & oI S8R SUBRUN i MIhdT g |

e

T RIS TNT 3faRe H aRi &I WHfad GINE® & U H ST B Bt GHUET TR JH1=T STadl g
gTqilch eat-SATTR Jonferal aaa =M & o faye=ia s+ g3 €, dfch Hias & g+ sidfver 3rawm &
fore war Afaiee faftrdt &t snagedt 8Tl IR ded, ARSI WA 3R TR AR e ts
T HiT™ BT 3R SIRT HRd € I8! SdARe I TS H 30 IR GG T Gabdl, S SaRARD I AT el
& fore ue Heayuf sar |

upsc Hifersa Bfdea uy
UY: g RIS HEH & deH |, fFafefad syl R faur sifee:
1. 3 9 gRT &7 ¥U I W2 3R $IWR e PT 3T B & (ol Al o1 71T 7|
2. 391 11 51 H UTY & RIART &1 SN b Siaief I AT IR ot Ueb fafdr &1 ya=i fobam
3. U8 WifeqT Ykt 3R 9o 359 & dARGIG Aa DI AT & o IUHON 9 o 5
Swied BY=l # ¥ -1/ 98 8/
A. ad 1
B. %dd 1 3R 2
C. $had 2 3R 3
D.1,2 3R 3

31N : d)

UY: g RIS A= 9 3faler I AfanzH &1 teh fafY & U ° dR$IY da- &b IUANT HI T oo

ARSI e & T &b Rigid &1 RS B3 3R T1HR =0 T fazaw &3 6 gg ek mey siafker savor
DI U B H B8 NG ¢ Thdl 8 (SR 150 Vgl A SifeTg)
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2023 AT TSR0 YUITel! (THSREY) iRkegd g RUIE U9 X & TR fRTae SR gt sard! & 3fg &
1Y YR & I g SHAREAD T AHHAU B I Il ¢ | T8 Jadld, STaids AraTorn-3iid Wl &7 T AR

8, X, WA U 3R ARG JRef & e wfass ot gt a1 off
ohd ST gl

T Moy uigew

1. PS o1 &2 (CBR)
o HRd (2023): Ufd 1,000 ST W 184 (2022 H 19.1 ¥
GiEN
o JAdH: [4ER (25.8), a4 HH: AHTS (12)
2. e Yo & (TFR)
o HRd (2023): 1.9, UfaRITOH TR I A= (2.1)1
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Greying with grace
Changing population dynamics require
a policy reorientation for governments
l f there was any doubt about India going

through the throes of a demographic

change, confirmation came with the Sample
Registration System (SRS) Statistical Report indi-
cating a fall in the country’s Crude Birth Rate
(CBR) and Total Fertility Rate. As per the SRS data
for 2023, India’s CBR, defined as the number of
annual live births in a population per 1,000 peo-
ple, had declined to 18.4, a drop from 19.1in 2022.
The country’s TFR had also fallen to 1.9, after ho-
vering at 2.0 in 2021 and 2022. The TFR indicates
the average number of children a woman will
have in her lifetime to replace that generation,
and a TFR of 2.1 births per woman is considered
replacement-level fertility, translating to a stable
population over time. Any figure over 2.1 suggests
a growing population while rates below 2.1 signify
a clear trend towards population decline and ag-
ing. Of course, as usual, for a country of this size
and diversity, there were vast regional differenc-
es. The highest CBR was in Bihar at 25.8, and the
lowest was in Tamil Nadu at 12. Bihar also report-
ed the highest TFR (2.8) and Delhi, the lowest
(1.2). Eighteen States and Union Territories had a
TFR below the replacement level, and all States
reporting higher than replacement level TFR
were in northern India — Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Chhattisgarh.
Following Delhi, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, and
Maharashtra too have a TFR below 2.0. Simulta-
neously, as expected from such a demographic
shift, SRS data indicated the proportion of people
above 60 rose by 0.7 percentage points in a year
to 9.7% of the population. Kerala has the highest
proportion of elderly population, at 15%, while
Assam, Delhi and Jharkhand reported the lowest
proportion of their population over 60 years.

It will be foolhardy to look away from the writ-
ing on the wall. As the most populous nation,
home to over 1.46 billion people, the current de-
clining trend will admittedly take several years to
have an impact on the population. However,
there is no doubt that the nation, having, at least
theoretically, prepared for ‘more’ all these years,
should now prepare for a different future, while
continuing to leverage the demographic dividend
it still possesses thanks to a relatively young work-
force. A greying nation will come with its own at-
tendant concerns and needs — financial, univer-
sal access for reduced mobility, physical and
mental health-care facilities and social support
services. A ‘young’ nation, after all, will require a
massive realignment to be ready to serve the
needs of a growing population of the elderly.
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The making of an ecological disaster in the Nicobar

here has been no shortage of
half-baked and ill-conceived
policymaking in the last 11 years. The
latest in this series of planned
misadventures is the Great Nicobar
mega-infrastructure project. The totally
misplaced 72,000 crore expenditure poses an
existential danger to the island’s indigenous tribal
communities, threatens one of the world’s most
unique flora and fauna ecosystems, and is highly
susceptible to natural disasters. Nevertheless, it is
being insensitively pushed through, making a
mockery of all legal and deliberative processes.

Uprooting tribals

The Great Nicobar Island is home to two
indigenous communities, the Nicobarese tribe
and the Shompen tribe (a Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Group). The ancestral villages of the
Nicobarese tribals fall in the project’s proposed
land area. The Nicobarese were forced to
evacuate their villages during the Indian Ocean
tsunami of 2004. This project will now
permanently displace this community, ending its
dream of returning to its ancestral villages.

The Shompen face an even greater threat. The
Island’s Shompen Policy, notified by the Union
Ministry of Tribal Affairs, specifically requires the
authorities to prioritise the tribe’s welfare and
“integrity”, when considering “large scale
development proposals.” Instead, the project
denotifies a significant part of the Shompen tribal
reserve, destroys the forest ecosystems where the
Shompen live, and will cause a large-scale influx
of people and tourists on the island. Ultimately,
the Shompen will find themselves cut off from
their ancestral lands and unable to sustain their
social and economic existence. Yet, the
Government is stubbornly adamant and
shockingly insistent.

The Constitutional and statutory bodies set up
to preserve tribal rights have been sidestepped
throughout this process. As in Article 338-A of the
Constitution, the Government should have
consulted the National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes. It has failed to do so. The
Government should have consulted the Tribal
Council of Great Nicobar and Little Nicobar
Island. Instead, the Council Chairman’s plea that
the Nicobarese tribals be allowed to return to
their ancestral villages has been neglected. A
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Letter of No Objection was secured from the
Council, but it has since been revoked, with the
Council noting that the authorities had “rushed
them” into signing the letter.

Due process and regulatory safeguards set up
to protect local communities have been evaded.
The Social Impact Assessment (SIA) conducted as
per the Right to Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation
and Resettlement Act, 2013 should have
considered the Nicobarese and Shompen as
stakeholders of the process and evaluated the
project’s impact on them. Instead, it omits any
reference to them altogether. The Forest Rights
Act (2006), which empowers the Shompen as the
authority to protect, preserve, regulate and
manage the forests, should have underpinned
any policy action. Instead, the Shompen have not
been consulted on this issue — a fact which the
Tribal Council has now confirmed. The country’s
laws are being mocked wholesale.
Unconscionably, one of the country’s most
vulnerable groups may have to pay the ultimate
price for it.

The farce of compensatory afforestation
Ecologically, this project is nothing short of an
environmental and humanitarian catastrophe.
The project will require the cutting down of trees
on an estimated 15% of the island’s land,
decimating a nationally and globally unique
rainforest ecosystem. The Ministry of
Environment, Forests, and Climate Change
estimates that 8.5 lakh trees may be cut. This is a
depressing figure, but it may also be a gross
underestimate — independent estimates have
suggested that 32 lakh trees to 58 lakh trees may
eventually be cut.

The Government’s solution to this
indiscriminate tree feeling is that of
‘compensatory afforestation’, a rather poor
substitute for the loss of natural, old-growth
forests. Inexplicably, the planned afforestation is
in Haryana, a State that is thousands of
kilometres away, and in a decidedly different
ecology. In a tragedy bordering on farce, a
quarter of this land planned for afforestation has
now been auctioned off by the Haryana
Government for mining. In any case,
compensatory afforestation may help assuage a
guilty conscience but is simply no substitute for

the destruction of multi-species, biodiversity-rich
natural forests. The planned port site is also
controversial with some of it falling under the
Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) 1A. Port
construction is prohibited in CRZ 1A areas due to
the presence of turtle nesting sites and coral
reefs.

Despite abundant evidence confirming the
same, which includes a National Green Tribunal
order, the Government has contrived ways to
manipulate this truth through a high-powered
committee (HPC). The report of this HPC and the
ground-truthing exercise it conducted to
reclassify the port site out of CRZ 1A has not been
made public.

Flaws in methodology

From a wildlife standpoint too, the project raises
serious concerns. Primatologists have written to
the Government expressing grave concerns about
the project’s impact on the Nicobar long-tailed
macaque. These concerns have been ignored.
The biodiversity assessments for the projects
have come under questioning for critical
methodological flaws. The assessment of sea
turtle nesting sites was conducted in the
off-season for nesting. Drones were employed to
gauge the project’s impact on dugongs, but these
drones have limited capacity and can only assess
shallow areas. Evidence has emerged that the
institutes were made to conduct these
assessments under highly unusual conditions,
bordering on duress.

Finally, the project — including the port — is
coming up in a seismically sensitive earthquake
prone zone. The tsunami of December 2004 saw
a permanent land subsidence of about 15 feet.
The 6.2 magnitude earthquake in the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands in July 2025 only reminds us
of this ever-present threat. Locating such a
massive project here deliberately jeopardises
investment, infrastructure, people, and the
ecology.

Our collective conscience cannot, and must
not, stay silent when the very survival of the
Shompen and Nicobarese tribes is at stake. Our
commitment to future generations cannot permit
this large-scale destruction of a most unique
ecosystem. We must raise our voice against this
travesty of justice and this betrayal of our
national values.
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GST 2.0 will empower young Indians

ndia’s greatest strength is its

people. With nearly

two-thirds of the population

under the age of 35 years,
the country’s economic engine is
powered by aspiration, enterprise
and consumption. This
demographic dividend is not
merely a statistic. It is the pulse of
an economy that is increasingly
youthful, ambitious and globally
connected. GST 2.0 is a reform
that directly responds to this
advantage. By simplifying rates,
reducing burdens on essentials
and exempting services such as
insurance, the new structure of
GST 2.0 strengthens household
purchasing power and supports
the ambitions of young India.

India’s household spending
Private consumption already
accounts for over 60% of India’s
GDP, a proportion far higher than
in many other large economies.
This makes household spending
the single-most powerful driver of
national growth. When families
save on taxes, even by a small
margin, their disposable income
increases. Multiplied across
millions of households, these
savings translate into significant
demand for goods and services
—from basic necessities to
education, health care, housing
and digital products. GST 2.0
unleashes this multiplier effect,
ensuring that affordability at the
micro-level translates into growth
at the macro-level.

For young households
balancing equated monthly
instalments (EMI), health-care
expenses and education costs, the
reform provides genuine relief.
Reduced taxes on essentials ease
monthly financial pressure, while
exemptions on critical services
such as insurance encourage a
culture of protection and
planning. For many families in
urban and semi-urban areas, the
reform could be the difference
between postponing an aspiration
and achieving it sooner. By making
everyday life slightly more
affordable, GST 2.0 makes
long-term goals such as home
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ownership, education or health
security more attainable.

The exemption of GST on
health and life insurance
premiums is particularly
meaningful. India’s insurance
penetration has historically been
low, and cost has been a major
barrier. For a young workforce
juggling EMIs, student loans and
discretionary spending, insurance
often felt like an avoidable burden.
Removing the tax burden changes
that equation. It sends a clear
message that financial protection
is not just an individual choice but
a national priority. Over time, this
measure will accelerate insurance
penetration, strengthen
household resilience and reduce
the vulnerability of families to
sudden medical or financial
shocks. In the process, it creates a
healthier, more secure society —
one where risk is shared, not
borne by individuals alone.

The reform is equally significant
for micro, small, and medium
enterprises (MSMEs), which
together employ over 110 million
people and contribute
substantially to India’s GDP. For
decades, compliance complexities
and uneven tax structures have
discouraged many small firms
from formalising. GST 2.0
simplifies these processes,
reducing friction and encouraging
wider participation in the formal
economy. For young
entrepreneurs, this translates into
easier access to credit, greater
visibility in supply chains and
stronger confidence in building
businesses that can scale. By
easing the path for MSMESs, the
reform empowers the very
segment that provides jobs and
opportunities to young India.

Youth-driven consumption
creates a virtuous cycle. When
affordability increases, demand
rises. Rising demand encourages
new investments. Investments
generate employment.
Employment fuels further
consumption. This cycle, once
strengthened, becomes
self-sustaining. GST 2.0 nurtures
this cycle by aligning fiscal policy

with the realities of a youthful and
ambitious nation. It recognises
that consumption is not merely a
private activity but the collective
force that shapes the country’s
growth trajectory.

Just as important as
affordability is predictability. A tax
system that is transparent,
consistent, and stable provides
confidence to young professionals
planning their financial futures.
Entrepreneurs too benefit from
knowing that their compliance
costs will not fluctuate
unpredictably.

GST 2.0, with its two-tier
structure, addresses this need for
predictability. It reassures citizens
that India’s economic journey will
be supported by fair and
transparent governance. That trust
is as important as the immediate
financial relief delivered by lower
rates,

Few countries have enjoyed a
demographic opportunity on the
scale that India does today. But
such advantages can also become
risks if not properly harnessed. A
young population without
opportunities can quickly turn
disillusioned. GST 2.0 is a step
toward ensuring that India’s youth
dividend is not squandered. By
aligning fiscal reform with the
aspirations of a young population,
it creates the conditions for
inclusive, consumption-led and
sustainable growth.

A new foundation

As India moves towards becoming
a mature, consumption-driven
economy, GST 2.0 provides the
fiscal architecture to channel
youthful aspiration into national
momentum. It is a reform that
reduces financial barriers,
encourages protection, supports
entrepreneurs and builds trust.
Most importantly, it is not only a
reform for today’s households but
also a foundation for the India that
this generation will build. By
empowering young India to
spend, save, and secure its future,
GST 2.0 strengthens the very core
of the country’s economic
promise.
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