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India says trade deal with U.S. ‘imminent’

U.S. President Donald Trump extends tariff pause to
August 1and threatens new hikes for 14 countries

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

ndia expects to an-
l nounce a ‘'mini’ trade

deal with the United
States “in a day or two”,
government officials said
on Tuesday, though U.S.
President Donald Trump
has now extended his tariff
pause until August 1. They
cautioned, however, that
India will not push ahead if
the deal specifics do not
suit Indian interests.

This came hours after
U.S. President Donald
Trump also said that the
U.S. was “close to making a
deal with India”.

Mr. Trump has also sent
letters to 14 countries,
threatening higher tariffs
from August 1, in a bid to
address their trade deficits
with the U.S. They include
Japan, South Korea, Ka-
zakhstan, Malaysia, Tuni-
sia, South Africa, Bosnia

g foig:

and Herzegovina, Indone-
sia, Bangladesh, Serbia,
Cambodia, Thailand, Laos,
and Myanmar.

The Liberation Day ta-
riffs — announced on April
2 and originally paused till
midnight on July 8 — ap-
plied to almost all coun-
tries, and included a 26%
tariff on Indian imports.

“The August 1 deadline
is for countries that have
been sent the letters,” an
official told The Hindu. “In-
dia has not been sent a let-
ter, and we are still work-
ing to finalise the deal, so
the July 8-9 deadline is still
what we are operating
under.”

New deadline

However, as per an execu-
tive order signed by Mr.
Trump in Washington on
Monday, “based on addi-
tional information and re-
commendations from va-
rious senior officials,

Negotiations could be extended to August I if the
deal specifics do not suit India, says an official
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Pause in tariffs

now extended till
August 1, but officials say
a deal could come soon
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deal where the details don’t suitit’

‘ u.s. tariffs
3 on other countries ( In%)
& Trump has written to
3 § 14 countries about higher
\/\L‘ tariffs to be imposed

A 48
44
a0 M40
36 ‘25
Cambodia Laos

serbiz Thailanc fyanmar

including information on
the status of discussions
with trading partners”, the
suspension of higher tarifts
will now extend until 12:01
a.m. on August 1, by U.S.

Eastern Daylight time.

Another official aware of
the negotiations said a deal
could materialise by the
night of July 8, or “in a day
or two”.

However, this official ad-
ded that India could use
the expanded August 1
window “if the deal specif-
ics do not suit us”.

Stating that levies would

start being paid on August
1, Mr. Trump on Tuesday
said that he would not ex-
tend the deadline again.

“No extensions will be
granted,” he posted on
Truth Social. “There will
be no change.”

On Monday, Mr. Trump
said that the U.S. had “spo-
ken to everybody”.

“We have made some
[trade] deals, but for the
most part we are going to
send a letter,” he said.

Deal dynamics
A team of Indian negotia-
tors led by Special Secre-
tary in the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry
Rajesh Agrawal returned
from their second trip to
the U.S. last week. A team
from the U.S. has also visit-
ed India twice in the last
few months.

According to sources,
India has placed its final
proposals before the U.S.

India has placed its final proposals, now the U.S.
has to decide whether to accept it, says a source

and now the U.S. has to de-
cide whether to accept the
deal or not. India, for its
part, will not further
amend its proposals for the
mini deal.

As The Hindu has re-
ported before, the main is-
sues holding up a deal bet-
ween India and the U.S.
continue to be genetically-
modified (GM) crops and
dairy impmts

The U.S. is pushing In-
dia to allow the import of
GM products such as soy-
bean meal and distillers
dried grains with solubles
(DDGS) for animal feed.
DDGS is a by-product of
the ethanol production
process. India has not been
inclined towards GM crops
even produced domestical-
ly, let alone imported.

Another demand is for
India to allow the import of
cow milk from the US.,
which India has been re-
sisting.
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Rare Great Hornbill sighting in Ezhimala sparks
renewed calls for biodiversity conservation

The Hindu Bureau
KANNUR

In a rare and remarkable
sighting, the Malamuzhak-
ki Vezhambal (Great Horn-
bill), Kerala’s State bird,
was spotted in the coastal
belt of Kakkampara, near
Ezhimala, in Kannur, an
area far from its usual for-
ested habitats.

The bird was first ob-
served perched on a fig-la-
den Ficus exasperata tree
on May 24 and later it flew
towards the Ezhimala Na-
val Academy’s campus.

Birdwatchers Manoj Ka-
ringamathil, P. Jameela
and Abhinav Jeevan, a stu-
dent of the Forestry De-
partment in Sir Syed Col-
lege, Taliparamba,
confirmed the sighting and

Piqued interest: The Malamuzhakki Vezhambal (Great Hornbill)
seen near Ezhimala in Kannur recently. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

said the bird spotted was a
male.

The hornbill remained
in the area for about two
weeks, foraging from fruit-
bearing trees and occa-
sionally flying to neigh-
bouring regions, said Mr.

Manoj, adding that the bird
was first noticed by Abhi-
nav’s relatives, who with-
out knowing the rarity of
the bird sighting, used its
photos for WhatsApp sta-
tus update.

Typically found in Kera-

la’s evergreen and moist
deciduous forests such as
the Silent Valley, Nelliam-
pathy, Athirappilly, Aralam
and Parambikulam, the
hornbill is rarely seen in
coastal areas, Mr. Manoj
said, adding that its unex-
pected presence is hailed
as an ecological indicator.

There were very few re-
ports of the birds being
sighted near forest regions
of the Aralam and Karim-
bam farms. However, there
is no public documenta-
tion, Mr. Manoj said.

Ramanthali grama pan-
chayat president V. Shyma
said the sighting is signifi-
cant proof that the region
remains a biodiversity hot-
spot despite human habita-
tion.

“This reflects the eco-

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)

logical richness of the
area,” she said.

Sneha Subhash, head of
the Department of Fores-
try, Sir Syed College, em-
phasised the need for
further studies on the
Great Hornbil’s movement
to coastal hills. “Such oc-
currences near the sea are
unusual and point to the
broader ecological value of
the region,” she said.

Listed as Endangered by
the International Union for
Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) and protected un-
der Schedule 1 of the In-
dian Wildlife (Protection)
Act, the Great Hornbill’s
appearance in Ezhimala
has sparked both excite-
ment and renewed calls for
conservation efforts in the
areas.
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques : ¥e BiHTad @1 IUCN ¥ foree o fRufa wam &2
a) YH U (Vulnerable)

b) Mde YHeI™d (Near Threatened)

) TR =0 § heud (Endangered)

d) 3ffd YH UK (Critically Endangered)

Ans: ¢)
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(2019) 3R MGATY HIET FHAT (2022) - BT gaTaT f&aT 4T 21

Terror attack accused in India used online

payment services, e-commerce sites:

Devesh K. Pande
NEW DELHI

Global money laundering
and terrorist financing
watchdog Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) has said
that the accused in two re-
cent terror attacks in India
used online payment ser-
vices, e-commerce Dplat-
forms, and Virtual Private
Networks (VPNs). The
FATF cited the incidents in
its report ‘Comprehensive
Update on Terrorist Fi-
nancing Risks’, published
on Tuesday.

The first case pertains to
the use of online payment
services and VPNs to fund
a “lone actor” terrorist act.
On April 3, 2022, an indivi-
dual influenced by the ter-
ror group ISIL’s ideology
attacked security person-
nel at Gorakhnath Temple
in Uttar Pradesh. The at-

Easy access: Aluminium powder used in the IED at the Pulwama
attack was bought on Amazon, the report says. NISSAR AHMAD

tack was detected when
the accused tried to breach
security, leading to his im-
mediate arrest.

The case was trans-
ferred to the State Anti-Ter-
ror Squad (ATS) for investi-
gation. The ATS found that
the accused had trans-
ferred ¥6,69,841 via PayPal
to foreign countries in sup-

FATF Ui & g1 s
TRETY HiQR FHAT (2022) - AFA AR GRT ATAHAIG (Lone Wolf Terrorism):
« 3R A 6.7 ATE PayPal & HTHH ¥ ISIL B AR fHU|
« VPN &1 IUGNT HIP U Sf-Ta13- g FUTs 3R [ ¥ I are faar|
o SR BT fae=r ¥ o e, o War-uR Aeafda & Yod e 8|

C/0.

port of ISIL, using interna-
tional third-party transac-
tions and VPN services to
obscure the IP address. He
had also received
10,323.35 from a foreign
source.

A forensic report on the
accused’s phone revealed
that he had been using a
VPN for calls, chatting, and

downloads to evade
detection.
Pulwama attack

During the probe into the
February 2019 suicide-
bomb attack on a convoy
killing 40 Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) per-
sonnel in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Pulwama, it was de-
tected that an e-commerce
platform was used for the
procurement of materials
for the terrorist attack, car-
ried out by Pakistan-based
Jaish-e-Mohammed.

A key component of the
improvised explosive dev-
ice used in the attack — alu-
minium powder — was pro-
cured “through the EPOM
[E-commerce platforms
and online marketplaces]
Amazon”. “This material
was used to enhance the
impact of the blast. As a re-
sult of the investigation, 19

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
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FATF

individuals were charged
under relevant provisions
of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, including
sections related to Terror
Financing. Among those
charged were seven fo-
reign nationals, including
the suicide bomber”.
“Terrorists have been
reported to abuse EPOMs,
which are occupying an
evergrowing position in
worldwide economic land-
scapes, for various purpos-
es... criminals and terro-
rists can pose as multiple
buyers and sellers (e.g.,
fraudulent/complicit on-
line shop fronts) on the
EPOMs, and use trade-
based ML/TF [Money
Laundering/Terror Financ-
ing] techniques, such as ov-
er/under invoicing, to
transfer value (goods and
funds) between each oth-
er,” the report observed.
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Countrywide survey reveals
deficits in student learning

Punjab, Kerala among top performers; Grade-level gaps seen in key subjects such as mathematics

and language; PARAKH RS finds that 54% of Class 9 students can identify main points of a text

A. M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

he results of the
TPerformance As-
sessment, Review,

and Analysis of Knowledge
for Holistic Development
Rashtriya Sarvekshen (PA-
RAKH RS), formerly
known as the National
Achievement Survey
(NAS), have revealed that
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh,
Kerala, Dadra Nagar Haveli
and Daman & Diu and
Chandigarh are the best
performing States and Un-
ion Territories in school
education.

PARAKH RS assessed
the  performance  of
21,15,022  children in
Grades 3, 6 and 9 from
74,229 schools in 781 dis-
tricts of the country in the
following subjects: lan-
guage and mathematics
(for Grades 3, 6, and 9), the
world around wus (for
Grades 3 and 6), and
science and social science
(for Grade 9). As many as
2,70,424 teachers and
school leaders responded
through questionnaires.

Punjab, Himachal Pra-
desh and Kerala emerged
as the top performing
States in Grade 3. Kerala,
Punjab and Dadra Nagar

Survey snapshots

The PARAKH Rashtriya Sarvekshan was conducted on
December 4, 2024, covering 21,15,022 students from both
government and private schools in Grades 3,6 and 9

® Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Kerala,
Dadra Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu and
Chandigarh are the best performers in
school education

m Kendriya Vidyalayas recorded the lowest
| performance in Mathematics in Class 3

|| = In Class 6, government-aided and State

B government schools showed poor perfor-

mance in Mathematics

m For Class 9, Kendriya Vidyalaya students

u| performed the best across all subjects

Haveli and Daman & Diu
were the top performers
for Grade 6. Punjab, Kerala
and Chandigarh were the
best performing States for
Grade 9. The Kendriya Vi-
dyalayas, run by the Union
government, recorded the
lowest performance in
mathematics in Grade 3. In
Grade 6, government-aid-
ed and State government
schools showed weak per-
formance in mathematics.
For Grade 9, students from
Kendriya Vidyalayas per-
formed the best across all
subjects, particularly in
language.

The results found that in
Grade 3, 67% students
know and use enough
words to carry out day-to-

day interactions effectively
and could guess the mean-
ing of new words by using
existing vocabulary.

Figuring it out

In mathematics, 68% stu-
dents in Grade 3 could sort
objects into groups and
sub-groups based on more
than one property, while
69% could identify and ex-
tend simple patterns in
their surroundings,
shapes, and numbers. On-
ly 55% could arrange num-
bers up to 99 in ascending
and descending order.

In Grade 6, only 54%
could represent numbers
using the place value struc-
ture of the Indian number
system, and knew and

could read the names of
very large numbers. Only
38% students could solve
puzzles and daily-life pro-
blems involving one or
more operations on whole
numbers.

Only 38% of Grade 6 stu-
dents asked questions and
made predictions about
simple patterns (season
change, food chain, phases
of the moon, movement of
stars and planets, shapes
of trees, plants, leaves, and
flowers, rituals, celebra-
tions) observed in the im-
mediate environment.

In Grade 9, 45% of stu-
dents could explain how
the Constitution came to
be and understood the
ideas and ideals of the In-
dian national movement
enshrined in it as well as
those drawn from India’s
civilisational heritage.
About 54% of students
could identify the main
points in a text from care-
ful listening or reading of
news articles, reports or
editorials.

Only 31% could explore
and understand sets of
numbers, such as whole
numbers, fractions, integ-
ers, rational numbers, and
real numbers, and their
properties, the survey re-
sults said.
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1. GAYY SR FH I AT / HEATRIT TS
o T 3: GoT9, fRUd U, I
« BT 6: I, UNTE, Sl 3R TR gadl! Ud gH 3R &g

o  PET 9: UE, I, TSNTG

. Y W SE el (Kvs) 3 Fam 9 § Y wie ur foan, dfe e 3 @t 1iord # HHeR
Ue |

2. favgarR yezi:
. HTWT:
. P 3: 67% B & UM HRATED Ysardal R THYH DI AT
. T 9: 54% BT JHER RUIE o urel § T fog UgaH Iahd 3|
. T
T 3: 69% - UcH UG, Had 55% BT 99 TP & 3] DI HHIG B AP |

. BT 6: HAd 54% B W deg B! THY W ; A 38% TRATAD Sia- ] THETS &I 8 B
b |

. BT 9: Had 31% BT T3 & THg! SR I 0N ! T T |

.  TITaRUI SIRREHT (BT 6):
.  Had 38% B WHfad Ue 3R g3l & YR W GaigHH o I |
. ARIR® [T (BT 9):
. 45% BT YIS Jeul iR YR &1 foRmd ¥ S[e1d & J0e I |
fareivor ok fAifgand:
1. IS | gfs & qracg fERTH Bt HH!:

- RO @ gar gerelr § o5 S9-99 BH I el A Wd € [ T 0 ok g semika
%@ﬁ gt FHSINGT S I8 &1 I8 YRA B RAem gune # Turadr §91H /T BT SRge
|
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2. P&T3if 3R YR A SRIATACT:

o ISUAR YeRH ¥ 3R I8 SXITdT & foh RIT-Ia ukiied & SgaR Rrem Jur-ifaar sma=as &1 Kvs o
W?@Wﬁﬁ%m&n@ﬁwwmwwwmww
3Iora gl

3. UTGUshH I-TH HHS BT 3HcR:

. IRAIP ST B THRE B B3 T ARG JFURUNSH BT THIS § HHSR T8 <2idl g fop 3t ot
He H Y& Bt Ugii 71d! g, YR Smemid 3R srgyas=u SRy @ ardef|

4. &/ 3R STURYG TG DI WITHAT:

. T 2.7 9rg ¥ 3fde el 3 Tderor & HiT form, bR +f wreiR ufvomy ug Tdhd 3 § fob fRreron
DI, UFRAEUT 3R FHI: STYRYT TR H HH B

5. Y TR &Y B ATaIDal:
o P 3 IS &R 3R AT DI & ol Fuias ©; T81 &1 HH SHH Tad Hel 9 okl 3=
Heqafl 7 TR Qe sramaarsil § 9ed Il ¢
anﬁaﬁw‘s':
1. gAY SftRT TR e $Hfga &Y (NEP 2020 & @&3):
« NIPUN YRd iR &1 2y Sraf-ags, difds 2026-27 & Hafl 3 TR I AT&RdT R TUHTES &

BRIESEISIRED
2. & uiRneor HY gegd a9

.  Idd AR [qHm 3R fawa snerid ufkemr, faRiy wu 9§ SiRfies 7K ofR fag e F|
3. SeT snutia ifa fAator:

« PARAKH RS & fad S g] BT ITURT HRah Tofall-TRid geday 3R FURTED UMl daR HRAT|
4. UTSUHH H GUR:

. TUISIY®! 3R HET B Uihdl # 3 qRafa® Sita- AR, THAT JHIYH 3R sexfaed
SIFRRTH &1 Thipd B

5. AR 3iiR sraTacE:
. frafia ve=i geaiea, it afkome o) efd, iR arduifes e vumelt &1 Tads ot aLiefu|
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PARAKH RS A& Ul T ddra-il g1 T8l Udh 3R 4§l %W &% (islands of excellence) g, CRERE 3R
ST TR W IO SR UTT S o BTl | HHI HRA &1 SRS G ATHR B Tar # ST Fobat gl

S ST ! WTH & afedd, Sel-3nuria ifd GURT & A1e9d § @R ST AaAD @, Al U GHTaRM,
AT 3R & Rigm yommett o1 fufor fasan 5w |

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: TRY 3HRTH A& & HYI I TH el & YR SE1 H §-a1d] Wad &1 Sl &1 Ual gadl g
YR B Wpail e Yoelt IR 39 FAswmul & guTal o7 STaraHTdd Tiem Sifore| 39 grfaal § e & fom
{31 URT BT SATIRIH T 52 (250 Words)
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What will be effect of rising military spending?

Why have NATO nations decided to increase their defence expenditure? During which period was global milita
stic health spending? Why has the United

remilit;

EXPLAINER

Nissim Mannathukkaren

The story so far:
he North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) summit in
June pledged to increase

tary spending to 5% of the

DP (specifically “core

ce

member nations’

defence requirements as well as def
d security-related spending by 035

The previous sp\. nding target

Such a move is symptomatic of the sharp

ine rossc in glnh.ll ‘military spending in the

last few years,

What has been the historical
trajectory of military expenditures?
According to the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), which
produces the most comprehensive

ation have an effect on dom,

'y spending the most? Will increased
ions decided to cut down on its budget?

THE GIST

v

According to the Stockholm
International Peace Research
Institute (SIPRI), which
produces the most
comprehensive database on
military spending, global
military spending was $2,718
billion in 2024

v

The latest budget of the United
Nations is only $44 billion—
with which it should fund
development, humanitarian
aid, and peacekeeping
operations, But the UN, in six
months, has only received $6
billion, and as a result,is
seeking to reduce the budget
10529 billion,

database on military spending, global { |
‘military spending was $2,718 billion in ‘= I’?“m s M"\“ | -

2024, The year saw 8 9.4% increase, The UsS,, under President
which was the highest year-on-year ;

increase since 1988, with the
Russia-Ukraine war and the Israel-Gaza
conflict contributing to it. In 2025, the
world saw two big additional conflicts,
between India and Pakistan, and Israel
and Iran. This, combined with the NATO
pledge, will see further increases in global
‘military spending in the coming years.
Historically, the Cold War period saw
the highest amounts of global military
spending. It was 6.1% of the world’s GDP

was at 3%. It reached its lowest levels in
1998 at 2.1% (a total expenditure of
around $1,100 billion). In 2024, it reached
2.5% (from 2.3% in 2015).

‘Who are the biggest military
spenders?

The United States is the biggest military
spender in the world with $997 billion,
followed by China at $314 billion, Russia at
$149 billion, Germany at $88.5 billion and
India at $86.1 billion ~ these nations are
the top five military spenders. Almost
80% of the total worldwide military
spending is spent by the top 15 military
spenders. All of the NATO members (32)
combined spent $1,506 billion, which
‘makes it around 55% of global military
spending. Thus, there is  concentration
of spending in a few countries.

In terms of GDP percentage, among the
top 20 spenders (excluding countries at
war such as Ru aine and Israel),
the highest spenders include Saudi Arabia
(7.3%), Poland (4.2%) and the U.S, (3.
The rest fall in the range of 2.6% to 1.3%,

‘What about the expenditure on other
public goods?

The present wave of remilitarisation
threatens to eliminate the gains made
from declining military expenditures after
the end of the Cold War.

According to the Global Peace Index, in
2023, militarisation increased in 108
countries and the year saw the highest
number of conflicts since World War I1. Of
course, military spending, driven by the
‘military-industrial complex, can benefit
certain sectors of the economy. Yet, as

Inlrnnlnglhq(nn Police experts work at the site of the Russian drane strike, amid Russia's attack on Ukraine, in Kharkiv, Ukraine on July 7. ReuTERs

that it is “unreasonable” and that the

extra burden of 300 billion euros will cut
welfare spending. It should be noted that
en

nine NATO members failed to mee
the 2% target by 2024 despite it being
proposed first in 2002

What about the UN?
The present military spending of $2.7
trillion and its scale can be understood
only by placing it in the context of other
critical global expenditures. The late
budget of the United Nations is only $44
billion ~ with which it should Iund
development, humanitarian aid, and
peacekeeping operations. But the UN, in
six months, has only received $6 billion,
and as a result, is
budget 10 $29 billion. In the 12-day
Isracl-Iran war, the s estimated to
have spent nearly $1 billion on missile
Inlen.eplurs alone,

The U.S., under President Donald
the

Whils M. Trump wants to be gnown as a
peace-making President, he has pushed
NATO to adopt the 5% military spending

additional deaths by 2030, a third of them
being children. It that

KSO 000 u'ou was additionally
nual

ng
peace is not just the absence of war, but
also the material conditions for the
healthy sustenance of lfe.

Additionally, increased defence
spending is upending the progress of
achieving the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). It is estimated
that ending extreme poverty and absolute
monetary poverty globally by 2030 would
need §70 billion and §325 billion
muecuw]v er year, Il wmllmm\ only

9 national

numm The UN
estimates that in 2021, around 4.5 billion
people did not have full coverage o
essential health services, and, tluu even
spending just $1 per person yearly on
preventing non-communicable diseases
could save nearly seven million lives by
2030,

Tncreased military spending has
deleterious effects on another SDG as well

combating climate change.,

According to a study by the Conflict
and Environment Observatory, if NATO's
defence spe of GDP,

Pudget of 26,81 lauh crore for emergency
defence purchases to replenish used

weapo

“To put it in perspective, funds allocated
by the centre for Ayushman Bharat health
e wich cove

spends 2.3% of GDP on the military
e xpenditure on

p,el of the National
y, and much less than the 10%
mark of most developed countries. In the
light of heightened tensions and public
sentiment being in favour of
militarisation, spending on other public

spending can be ruinous for middle- and

low-income countries. Lebanon spent

29% of its GDP, and Ukraine 34%, on

military spending last year
NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte

stated that “We must spend more, to

The present proposed

ding to NATO, mainly to

counter Russia,

studies show (for example, by Masako target and has closed down the U.S, greenhouse gas emisslons would increase Scholars note of the huge
Tkegami and Zijian Wang, based on 116 Agency for International Development 200 million tonnes annually. When the and NATO:

d
there is a significant
crowding-out effect that increased
military >pendmg has on domestic
government health spending, the effects
of which are borne more by middle- and

(USAID), which provided annual
assistance to the tune of $50-60 billion
worldwide in the few years until the
Russian-Ukraine war. A Lancet study
found that USAID assistance in

world s seeing unprecedented
heatwaves, and with 2024 being the
hottest year on record, increased military
spending will only divert scarce resources
from climate mitigation, and other

disparity between Ru

Russia’s economy s 25 times smaller and

military spending, 10 times lesser. This

shows how fear-mongering can be

by leadership to militarise society further.
Ifthe NATO pledge does indeed

low-income countries. But even healthcare, nutrition, etc., prevented 91 pressing public goods. become a reality, the consequences for
high-income countries are not immune. ‘million deaths in low- and middle-income human well-being will be enormous.
Spain, which spends only 1.24% of GDP countries in the past two decades, and How is India affected by increased Nissim Mannathukkaren is a professor
on defence, asserted its sovereigntyand  that Mr. Trump’s decision could military spending? with Dalhousie University, Canada, and he

opted out of the new NATO target citing

potentially cause a staggering 14 million

Close to home, after Operation Sindoor,

ison X @nmannathukkaren.

Donald Trump, seeking to cut
foreign aid is the major cause
of the UN funding crisss.

g TR U 9T B ST 8 9§ 4 a9 96 W61 § — ©9-Gob-l, SoRIgd-TTel, 3R aféror ulkmn 9 As gg o

eRie ok Twueri= ugfmt:
. O T o1 RER: ¥d g8 & SRM, afe 979 I GDP HT 6.1% (1960) T Ugd 7T AT
. a9 & 16 fRmae: 1998 & 98 2.1% a& R T

VISHV UMIYA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES (VUFICS)
C/0. RADIANT SCHOOL OF SCIENCE , KH - 0, STHAPAN - 2 FLAT, KH ROAD, GANDHINAGAR - 382421, GUJARAT.




DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS [ ,goA ] \ rﬁ;T.TUTE]

UM, CIVIL SERVICES

. 2015 & TIE TAS: 2024 & I Tgdhx 2.5% AfYP GDP d% Ugd T, Sl Hd $2.7 feferm g, 8iR
9.4% B! AT gfeg & Y — N 1988 & dIE T Ty HTYF 5|

W PRT:
1. YRTST-Ifae Tes: Iopd, TN, SXH-ZoR1Rd, SR YRd-UTfded™ & a-md |
2. NATO &1 J0Ifae Y7:TRA0T: T 3R 94 § Fgd HiId Jav|
3. A9-3Nenfire ufR: R Al 9¢ gU a5 I a1y 391 & |
4. Aqcd B FTATIGET: A1 JR&T DT HTHT HT ITART B I BT Holgd HRd ¢ |

Y A= W B aTd I (2024):
o (MRS STeR)
SMR®T  $997 3RE
ElE! $314 3R9
Loy $149 39

AT $88.5 3RF

HRd $86.1 3R

« NATO (32 320): $1,506 3Rd, Sl dfYb G BT TIHIT 55% ¢ |
A4 fAHT W= YHT1a:

1. GRS &9 & W 3 faufud s
. YT (G, FHAT 3R T, 116 SN TR SMeTRe): T=0 W &1 W Yarsfi R Ufdgd gHTE gian

gl

- W 9 NATO BT 5% T&d P, T8 Hed §U [ €300 3RT PT e B0 AN Dbl THE
ggane|

. WRT: GDP &1 2.3% &1 W, b1 Dacl 1.84% WA WA W T Bl ¢ — Sl b AEA
Wy Hifd & 2.5% AT A HA |

2. HgF Y R Iy wifar vzl o= gt
. WYE AP BT TOC: $44 3RT — 6 HRIHI H bad $6 3R YT gU|
. ém;”sﬁaamﬂg 3RT B P Aol § — 399 ifa e, e, 3R spe faaaiwor yHifad
|

« USAID (SH URITH §RT §¢): 2030 dF 1.4 B AP O GH ATl Hidl BT WaRT (Lancet T) |
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3. gad fa®rT d&4l (SDGs) TR WeRT:
. TR RIS A & U Had $70 RE/TW B SMaTHd |
. 4R 3 fae & aomy sfUaRY &) urufiear ¢ W) |
. WA SDG: 2021 H 4.5 3R TR Tag® WA Jar3ii § daferd & (UN) |
. b $1 ufa sufea ufa adf @d $1 F 2030 9% 70 TG Sita< T9 IFq 2|

4. qgTaRoig gHTa:

« NATO T 3.5% &1 @89 T 20 PG & €O, IS §¢T Jhdl § (Conflict & Environment
Observatory) |

.« 2024 P 3T TP T HaA TH a4 & U & Repls fowar mr g
W-ﬁ'&l’gﬁiﬂ'&:
. TR RigR & 91E 250,000 FIIG BT ATATABTAN I&T Tore HoR foar |
. TGHM HRT & T I9ie: Had 37,200 HRAS, S I 58 HRIS ANN P HaR [HAT T 5|
. TUIeAl @1 U8 fageq Seifas faeraare aeal — o e, W, W d, $iR Sadrg adidrn=
— I YT HR AHAT 5|
ATYH YT HdD THTG:
. TIfad fAwHET: NATO & THe® HSTawT 1 | 25 THT 981 &; 97 T 10 THT 3ARUP 5|
. gaﬁ#%%mm:aégqﬁwﬁmﬁﬁﬁwﬁzﬁwaﬁvmw
deEar 3d |

o AP NTGH: AGA: 29%, Teb+T: 34% GDP HT &M R T — AW AT I1d <201 | MfAS e
BT HRUT T hd ¢ |

e

A ¥ Sed 99 Td $i G0 fUod 3 vl @ grdui-e ared, e ok e 3@ # g8 il
I I PT AT IUA PR 5! ¢ | I8 WIS AP Ol AT DT FHAR PRl §, AaTg PRATS D
I BT 8, 3R YRISHIAP a-1d] ®I 3R HSHAT 3 | Wifd Fad g 31 uiRula 781 8, afcw quH
ﬁ?ﬂgﬁmmaﬁwﬁrﬁﬁﬂ%m@ﬁg{wmﬁsﬁvm-%ﬁam%mw
T BRI

UPSC Mains Essay Practice Question

Ques: SG 3R HRG BT HJa: T YR&T SHH HHIID DHedIvl| (1200 Words)
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis
Quick fix

Budgetary allowances alone will not
solve India’s R&D problem

T he Union Cabinet recently approved a Tl1-

lakh crore Research Development and In-

novation (RDI) scheme that aims to incen-
tivise the private sector to invest in basic re-
search. The scheme will primarily consist of a
special purpose fund established within the Anu-
sandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF),
which will act as the custodian of funds. The
funds will be in the form of low-interest loans.
The ANRF is conceived as an independent institu-
tional body, with oversight by the Science Minis-
try, to allocate funds for basic research and to in-
centivise private sector participation in core
research. The involvement of the ANRF here is a
novel move as the newly created organisation is
meant to be the equivalent of a single-window
clearance mechanism for funding research and
development for universities and academic insti-
tutions. It is also expected to get about 70% of its
budget from private sources. In sum, through the
RDI and the ANRF, the government is looking to
stake the bold claim that it has played its part and
that it is now up to the private sector to come for-
ward and reverse the ratio from where the go-
vernment today accounts for about 70% of India’s
R&D spend. However, already incipient in the go-
vernment’s tall ambitions are traces of what has
caused previous such schemes to falter. The first
of these is conservatism.

It turns out that a condition for availing funds
is that only products that have reached a certain
level of development and market potential or,
what are called Technology Readiness Level-4
(TRL-4) projects, would be eligible. There are
nine TRL levels, a hierarchy that was first con-
ceived by the United States” National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA) in the 1970s.
TRL-1 represents a basic level of research and
TRL-9 a state of advanced readiness. TRL-4 ap-
pears to be an arbitrary decision to support any
promising research that has progressed halfway.
Were there such a magic sauce, venture capital
industries, premised on the fickleness of predict-
ing the ‘next big thing’, would not exist. The
scheme also seems to forget that technologically
advanced countries have become what they are
because of their military industrial complexes —
where the spectre of war incentivises the deve-
lopment of technology that is risky and expensive
but, over time, may prove to be of immense civi-
lian value — examples are the Internet or the Glo-
bal Positioning System. India continues to hae-
morrhage scientists to the West due to the lack of
opportunities commensurate with their training.
Finally, it lacks a deeply skilled manufacturing
sector that can make the products that scientists
conceive of. Budgetary allowances cannot over-
night fix that which requires major surgery.

LETEIEYScience & Tech

UPSC Mains Practice Question JIEEGICIEICSIC I RSB LC I IR I L GU S I C B CEa L
(IRIISATS) TISHT BT I£RT HRA F I TF [P (3Ress)) uiRfufas da d Aot e &
=1 #) gerar 31 81 URd F Srdwifere gHYU Ue TaraR gAifaal & gy o 59 g $t
T 3R AT BT SMTATIHIHD Yedidh DI | (250 words)
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Context :
%a—ﬂutrﬁnsa%mtﬂﬁﬂmmﬁmm fdPrT 3R Ta™R (RDI) FISHAT HY HeRl & 8,
o arg uﬁwm@,mq(ANRF)$mm@rwﬁﬁmm|wmgﬁuﬁ

&a?rsrﬁﬁﬁvﬁ %ﬁamaﬁmém%l gTdife I8 Uh HedqUl HeH g, iR ot HRd Pt e wd
3BT (R&D) TOTIEH T ST FH= aTelt WREATHD SNR YUTTRITd JHTE 51 85 6

RDI TS &1 Y& faRivan:
o DY 31 T RIS DI Y, T TU § $H T a1 BN b T  — TIel 3 ol |

. m&‘m ANRF (3 #3100 & dgq), 8™ fad oo & fog Rivra-fast wieg & su o
|

. o Twor SR $a Sl A1 70% el &3 T sfda gl

. U Wek: HId TRL-4 3R ITY HW B URIIGHT UH ST — I SIHYH DI Ub gaeiRa
I TR IR AT saagridl 9% Ugd gl g a1t

1. QW o | wfearfear:

« &Hd TRL-4 3R I HW & TRI I YT &1, gAY Srgie™ &1 upfa & fausid g, St srfifd,
Aferiere ok Mt Bt 7

. ISR PifaPR TaER ©F, $e3c, SHUEE) TRL-1 J TRL-3 TR W 3T §U, AHRR Ardoi—d
=0 g & Moy 9, 7 & IeR-w_iféd faart 9

2. gPrTé) T Y S

o TISH BT YDA urq’lﬁra?marﬁugaaaramrﬁﬁeh?% Sefer YRd 1 g M fage &t sidd
ALyl 8, et aaq & 1R STl 81

3. GRA-THS HHSNAT:

. Em%ﬂqg&wmﬁﬁwmaﬁwaﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁmmmqﬁ%@mwaﬁmm
Ied 9b |

"o 39 TR § — I JgaR gaumd, famdivor siR TeumTd IHefa 3 fow fadw o 7
4. frsft &= 91 Igrftear:
. 4RI A fAeh &5 ®1 R&D A T AP TR R JTY FH A I § (~30% TG [abiad <=0 H >70%) |
« RDI & BUI-TUTRA Alsd YHad: I TNRAA dTet &1 § T 7araR $1 UIdied T8l bR ure|
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. AR®T R 9 du-e oA ¥ ey § YR A% dRd €, off SRR IuHIfd® |-
i ufvaisrait 3 92 gla 8

« NASA, DARPA (USA) 3R T4 1 350 AT a1t YUImell Sieuspifcies saraqiiies @y o1 tRaTg
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