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IRA DI G JHT F TIERdT, WG GROTHE! 3R Siia= TR S aHTioie e ddhdd! & [y T dled
I & =9 H G fordm a1 g1 gTaifos, TdaH THAT Uoieul YulTel (TH3REY) Ry gafed 2021-23 §
Tl Iadl ¢ foh Ra & A1q Jog SJaTd (THTHSR) § a1 3fG §% © — UTd TP AR Sifad o i IR 18 § 30 e |
g TRIUTYRT - S8 U 3o UG - ardl Xod Al Wy Adhdd! Pl BRI HX & Kbl Bl g — [a-y
®Y Y Fad [Ipra dedl (uStel -3: 3] WA SR Hed) 3R AP WA A 2017 & d8d URd & A&l

& e A 7187 Wi &1 A a1 B
P by g

SRS Tl 2021-23: HId BT MMR Fg&dR 30 Bl 141, gIdifdh
3naft oft qa9 FH (SifY U & WY TIEM) B
2. COVID-19 THTE: 2021 & AIJ g SR 220 Bl T8 (MMR |
51 &1 gfQ) |
3. R U ermar 3R S SHfad SFF 1T 5-5.5 ARd (T
aTP Uga) A RAR 2023 H 3.93 I@ B T, ForH 3R
fiRTaE %1 3 AM B
4. éﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁf
o TURUY THAHR T SUAN &RAl § — SRR
HH/ 31 STAT T ST & |
o ST WA fUTT A8 Yfod [@rafasd 999 A1g g
3fff&e) ufd af ~ 120-140 U G AR fe@rdh g

wifas gy

« T 9 3IUTd (@EASR): Ul 1,00,000 Sfdd SFET TR AIg
ad|
. HRd DI WIl:
o 2014-16 — THUHSR: 130
o 2019-21 — THUHSMR: 97
o W& <70 (2030 dP THSIGl |
. WY WA & T FieHm:

Kerala’s maternal
mortality ratio rises
steeply from 18 to 30

Though the rise is probably due to the 97 maternal deaths in 2021 from

COVID-19, officials believe the falling number of live births is a reason

C. Maya
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

erala’s  maternal
K mortality  ratio
(MMR) has “risen”

steeply from 18 to 30 per
one lakh live births, shows
the latest Sample Registra-
tion System special bulletin
of 2021-2023.

The report shows that
Kerala and Andhra Pra-
desh share the first spot
among the States with the
lowest MMR.

While acknowledging
that the rise is probably ac-
counted for by the 97 ma-
ternal deaths that the State
reported in 2021 due to CO-
VID-19, Health Department
officials believe that Kera-
la’s steadily declining rate
of live births is now begin-
ning to be reflected in the
State’s MMR figure. The ra-
tio is calculated by dividing
the number of maternal
deaths by the number of
live births and multiplying
the result by one lakh.

The rapid decline in live
child births in the State has
been at the centre of all
policy-level discussions in
the State for quite a while
now. Kerala, which used to
have an average of 5 to 5.5
lakh live births annually,
now has fewer than 4 lakh.
In 2023, the total number
of live births stood at
3,93,231, according to the
Vital Statistics Report of
the Department of Eco-
nomics and Statistics. The

SRS data

2014-16
201517

42 43

Figures tell a tale
Kerala’s maternal mortality ratio (MMR)
has risen steeply, according to the latest
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figure is expected to dip to
approximately 3.54 lakh
(April 2024-March 2025),
according to Health De-
partment data.

In contrast to the rapid-
ly declining child births,
the State’s MMR has been
more or less steady from
2014-15, hovering around
30-32, when going by the
actual line list of maternal
deaths maintained by the
Health Department.

On an average, some
120-140 maternal deaths
are annually reported in
the State, data over the
past five years show. The
only year the MMR showed
a spike was in 2021-22,
when from 32 it shot to 51
because of the rise in ma-
ternal deaths to 220 on ac-
count of COVID-19.

There has always been
wide variance in the MMR
figures cited by the SRS,
which follows a sample stu-
dy method, and the MMR
cited by the State Health

&
Source: SRS data

Services, whichisbased on
the district line list data
which takes into account
each and every maternal
death in the State. While
the MMR quoted by the
Health Department gives
the real picture, SRS data is
quoted in all official
documents.

With the denominator
(number of live births) de-
clining every year and the
maternal deaths remaining
more or less steady, the
“increase” in the State’s
MMR was anticipated. In
the last SRS bulletin of
2020-22, when Kerala was
hailed for bringing down
the MMR to 18, the State
had pointed out that the fi-
gure was not realistic. Safe
motherhood has been a
major focus area for Kerala
but experts acknowledge
that the last-mile reduction
of causes leading to mater-
nal deaths was becoming
tougher because of the
changing social profile.

o S YR AISHT (STTHATS) — TR U4 o foIE g Uieie |
o ST RIR] YRET HTIHH (SIUHTHD) - TR URAE 3R ST |
o UM RIS Ag@ S (dieqeyEn) - [fgyd feq & qorar gedt
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o T HRIBH - AR ¥H 3R AR it R & GuUR|
. Hﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂ?%ﬁmz
o Tafde: Yaavre, TR, TaawafyaT, S1fed vua|
o HISIR: HH I T e, W YN, HH TR Haxel |
o SHYIRADIT: Yo &Fd H FTRTae, gt AT, 3= Sy ara THeRm|

e ik 3= & ferg fazawor

1. IS &HdT § RRTae &1 S-ITd® gHa:
o fRR TG g (~ 120-140 FIAMN) SR Ged OFH & Y, B YU HEAA T I THIHSNR B SHW
DT 3R Yohadl g
o 3, T8 gfg SRl et fob ATq Tarea Farait 7 fiRac §), s o wifemes i ufkoms g1
. MHYROT B Fgard! GHTNS U@l
o IRA T G 3w IU H HH MHUR gl 3, FoRH I YT, AYHE, HICTT SRt - B0l
BT TR 3® gl g |
o U ONGH PRS AT HYG B! 3R HH HRAT B a1d & (3ifam-tia g |
. COVID-19 X
o PIAS B HRU2021 T 97 AT G 7 WY dR R THIHSR &I g1 e
o WTRY YUITET & e o folt HIg XaTRA & Nerdl & aidl ¢
4. Fifa faRremym:
o Safd Ha 3t off T 3T UGk HR @1 §, e gis it Ul &l ]
o Had U & 81, dfesh gul 71g Jog & S & Hed IR TH1RI STadl 8 |
o TYIRTY §H AT Il — JaTd I3Td1 & & fra Seie o1 Hifa &1 anfexi= s =kl
o YO & fag, YRd # 9iegsia IR & He, & a=ial g

e

N

w

U1

IR BT ggdT THUHSR AN WY HTRIHH! B! [AHadt HH § 3R STHARIBIT YshHUT, ged o & [JHSTS
UG 3R TR § Yaftrd Sed! &1 ufdfde 31t g1 o9 Ag Wred § ot &1 e g, dfce T Biet,
I SIRGH aTelt AT 3MaTd} & offa Hidl &) 3R & B B! A BT AT HR 38T |8 1 YR & o, Jae al
T &
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. T WG HAGHA DI (T I ST ared THYRY & AU OEagyl U IR M dbigd Bl
IRT, A I had URINTT UHd Bl SGHT|
o THIIRUY 3R I9-W0T G ST GHI DI TdHidd B arell Aolgd Sl HulTel wied-3neiia -fifd &
fery wewyui 81
B BT AT $9 10 PI SWiTohd BT § 1 2030 TP THUHSR <70 & TSN A&d Bl U - & forg
fafdet SIReH HR®I SR SFHIRIDIT IGATd Gl B AT B B A=l ginl, fSad A1g ey 9
Had Uh A eI § oTET, dfcdh T AT - SR 1 1 I & ST |

uy: Faferfea d ° o @ gio1 fa=v 7 @ YR § A1 3R Ao W@y ¥ GUR $31 & 36349 o

G

1. S GR&M TISHT (SIUHaTs)
2. GYTHAT RIS AIgd A (deAueay)
3. &I BRIHH

4. TSTY SISl WA HTIHH
el IR BT TG BHIIT:

(a) Pad 1,2 3R 3

(b) Fad 1 3R 4

(c) Had 2, 3 3R 4

(d) 1,2, 334

JTiR: (a)

UH: A & A1J G &X (THUAIAR) H Iod & Holgd WA o] & d1dv[g 18 T 30 dP Bl glg ol 7% g |
fHeR PRB! R T4 B3 3R 2030 db THTHIIR Bl 70 T HH B P HRd P THS o A& DI U H b

JUT YU | (250 Wec)

TY: Il Uol- &, SHAIRSIGII daad 3R WA YHMHAT - YRd & A 3R R Wy Hifd & fou

At | (1200 Xec)
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YR 3R ORI A o T=Meh! J 3% THT & (1992 ) JUf IoHaH Jaei HI fafgd Hd gU Siu-t i
3R TFfa® TR & HTH! TR fFar gl g E T3 el 7 yrdy fag w5t ffar Haryor ok 39
ZORIg TH®e Soad Wied & o fguefta o 9 @lemsdh) W sxier @31 Ud He@yul Hid &1 TR
8, WP Od T8 UgaT a3t g o YR A 309 7T Hisd oW TfY g & dgd siisdis Jew & Iy
TEIER fHhU B

Israeli Finance Minister visits India,
signs bilateral investment treaty

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Ind Mr. Smotrich also met
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal,
who in a message said,
“Our discussions focused
on further strengthening
trade and investment ties
between our nations.”

Monday. September &t!

Department of Economic Affas
Ministry of Finance
Government of Indha

Days after Israel intensified
its ongoing military opera-
tion in Gaza Strip, India
hosted Israeli Minister of
Finance Bezalel Smotrich,
who held talks with his In-

dian counterpart, Nirmala New model
Sitharaman, and signed a “A new Bilateral Invest-
Bilateral Investment Agree- ment Agreement signed by

ment here on Monday. Mr. Israel’s Minister of Finance
Smotrich is leading a dele- \ : Bezalel Smotrich and In-
gation of Israeli officials  Trade boost: Bezalel Smotrich and Nirmala Sitharaman during the dia’s Finance Minister will

that includes the Chief signing ceremony in New Delhi on Monday. PIg/PTI facilitate reciprocal invest-
Economist of the Israeli Mi- ments between investors
nistry of Finance, Shmuel after signing the agree- land, Norway and Canada from both countries. Israel
Abramzon. ment with Ms. Sitharaman.  in June this year. is the first OECD [Organisa-

“The agreement we Mr. Smotrich’s arrival in The Ministry of External  tion for Economic Co-oper-

signed expresses our India coincided with the  Affairs is yet to respondto ation and Development]
shared vision for innova- launchofanew phaseofls- a query from The Hindu member state with which
tive and secure economic  raeli military campaign in  about the visit but highly  India has signed this stra-
development. This is a the GazaStrip as the Israeli  placed Israeli sources said tegic agreement, in accor-
strategic step that will Defence Forces (IDF) are that Israel is in the process dance with India’s new
open new doors for both  tryingto evacuate the Gaza  of throwing open new sec-  model for investment trea-
Israeli and Indian inves- City in order to create a  tors of its economy, espe- ties,” said the Israeli Minis-
tors, strengthen Israeli ex-  sanitised zone, which has cially the construction sec-  try of Finance. Mr. Smo-
ports, and provide busi- million-plus civilians facing  tor, which will generate trich announced that the
nesses on both sides with  serious issues like bombing  investment and employ- Israeli Ministry of Finance

certainty and tools to deve-  raids and starvation. ment opportunities for In-  is examining the possibility
lop in the world’s fastest- dians. Israel, which started  of opening a representa-
growing markets. Indiaisa  Significant outreach the current military cam-  tion office in India.

growing economic power-  Mr. Smotrich’svisittoIndia  paign after the October 7, The Israeli Ministry

house, and cooperation is a sign of significant out- 2023 attack by Hamas, has  further said that the new
with it is a tremendous op-  reach by Israel as he was  hired a large number of In-  agreement will replace the
portunity for the State of banned by the United King-  dian blue collar workersin  previous agreement that
Israel,” said Mr. Smotrich  dom, Australia, New Zea- the last two years. was signed in 1996.
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Hic B dgH

1. IS (2025) TR THAER: TRRS (AR YA B FAUTSHS ST §, SoRIA! (afd &I Aoigd Bl
8, 3R HRAG SIauT! &I I qh-1eb ardl FoRIgel & db S Ugd e HRal 7

2. Y[oHITdd Hae-T=iedT: T8 I el § SoR[Ad & 9d Yo 99 Sl & o1d 81 W61 8, o YRd
SRT A4 feiarsit & Y s JS1a &1 gferd & & IR H IoHd% JaTd 36E ML & |

3. IORTEA 33T SoRTgd HRAY A 3k Ao & g 7 a3t @1, fFAafon) @ @1 §; YR w1-
HIR 4D B g8 THM W Hdf Ugd I 1 I @1 7

4, I TR TAE: IoREAA & fad {4 3 7 Faa A ddRAur sfes arforeg $ik e w&t digy
Tad ¥ gareTd &1, e ®ied i w@ifed faal

5. RINT TRad: Ta1 THSIAT 1996 & HRA-ZoRISA S1STSC! DI SIE T 8, S HRA B 2016 & §1G DI
dtamedt Hifd seara (R If¥Et & dgd ®s Mav® - faare! & 918) & Wy WA 3|

wifas ggyfar
. fgueha Ao Ify @endd): fAsht fawe! grr dimr ur fHaw o JRam ARG &1 aa < 3 & o

BT G
« HRd P 741 Aisd fae (2016):
3% Pt Tp1vT aRUTST (FTH-3H1eTRa) |
SARTI HHRYT ¥ Ugel RIF JUDR BT AR Yplac |
"qaifie UHdIaT AP WS (MFN) P STeX BT 6|
Ugd & SI3{Isc] & d8d ®ISC 8% IS a4 HRd ol fadral & &g Juy —ifd M &t &M &
ferq fEwme foba mam &1
o HRA-ZORISA HdY:
AR ~$10.7 faferad (2023-24, YRA & W1 ATIR AR &7 3¢ A T Q) |
&fT: SoRIZd YR P12 3 2R smyfdedl (&, frmsd, [eR) # 4 & 3|
O SR UMt ES1-3oR1Sd SSfTd 3R TS St BISSTH (i4RD) |
AT IORIEA | HRA Jd & ~85,000 Tga, 3R FAAT0/H & YR srfad 9 W3

Hifer o =g & fere faxdwor
1. Gﬂﬁfﬁ'ﬂ?ﬁ:

o O @) o

o O o O

o YRd B! SR & gl5-Ch IDIRRCH (AR YR, TS, O WINPT, FY-dd-id) dP Ugd
U g |

o ZORGA & FHATD! B YR & §9 IR, fafFmior enyr ik gl g & ST a1 I aH
I 5|
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2. Y-I[eHITa® HIOT:
o T Pt g fadreRug § - aRAddt fewforat & SRl w3 iy <= gRT 39 WR ufdsy @
%mw%wmﬁwﬂaﬂﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁrﬁwmﬁwaﬁwwwﬂ%éﬁ%@W-
g I TR 3P 39 & JHH ¢ |
o Iqgad HfAfaE: e # fhferei=al & ArdIa Serdl & 9 $Rd gU SoREd & 1Y Jeef
P T HRAT|
3. oY fa=ftear:
o ZORISA BT HCHM qH + ThY DI HHT — HRA AR DI AT
o AR TEIdl § AfchT Tus &l H YfHh! Bt YReM Bi fdnd o IgIan g1
4. Hifq mam:
o UgHl ANSAIE FemSdt YR P T SIS Aisd & IR & g W) 3 IR a9t & fw
ﬁ%lmﬁtﬁmﬁl
o YRA-IORTA Jad AR FHA (THEY) W 3! g3 aldi DI IART IR Thell 3|

e

YRA-ZoRMAT Steflge! YR B S Tar! # fafdydr am &1 3= § @ gdierdd iR 39 $ed g |
STg1 Ig a1 UaTg R da-ioh! TgaNT &I Holdd BT 8, 9o I8 Ay AdTg) & dTavg SoR™ad & 1Y e
& YR &I Wad (9 ifd & v P Ht SR a1 5| 31 dgd g, AT ™t anifdfer ey & forg 39 <Yy
BT TH I8 BI RN, STaidh T8 JAET BT SN b o7 SR Fde-=ie Tef R HRd &1 afije ofg Idqfed
35|

UY: HRd-ZoR1Igd Jaef & IJeH A, Fgfafad # F #19 A &7 ggai1 & yruffiedr ae &

1. P 3R o Wit 2. ISR YREM 3R HHAA G
3. X&T Ut 3R gRERT &t Smyfed 4. 3faRes Ggam

TE IR BT T DIIT:

(a) Had 1 3R 2 (b) I 2, 3 3R 4

(c) Had 1, 3 3R 4 (d) 1,2, 334

3¥ : C)

TR 1 SR

UY: YRd 7 81 ol § SoRId & Iy T fGuaiy Haw T IR gIdaR fhT, Sl 7T Aied s1sisc! ¢id & dgd
SISt o= & TTY 39 g DI Ugell IHSIAT 8| HRd B o Fifd 3R faesh ddef & deH A 39 gwsnd
& Hed R Il B | (150 Ved)
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3MR®T & Add W dad R i 3R af¥ys mgfd sRaansii & dgd orauml & guyd o, faewr o= Guen)
TY. SRR A Sond gRT TAfd foed RRR Iw@e § YRd &1 Ufaffd $Rd §U te fRR, gafgad sik
- 3eRd SRS SR Yumell & He@ W WR fadr| Iet fewiinl T UHE IRl Sifeuawil 3R
Ay SfermT & oaTe & U H URD & ¥9 &I ¥ €, o R sy, doy-Sfa sRpRensit sk
ggueta Jrrsfl & fawmaarstl &t fidrefl W JeH=T ST T |

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The world is seeking a sta-
ble and predictable envi-
ronment for trade, and
economic practices should
be fair, transparent and to
everyone’s benefit, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar said on Monday,
against the backdrop of in-
creasing global concerns
over Washington’s tariff
tussle.

In an address at a virtual
BRICS summit, the Minis-
ter said India strongly be-
lieves that the internation-
al trading system’s
foundational principles of
non-discriminatory  and
rules-based norms must be
protected and that there is
a need to create more resi-
lient and reliable supply
chains.

Mr. Jaishankar repre-

Virtual meeting: S. Jaishankar addresses the BRICS Summit
in New Delhi on Monday. AnI

sented Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi at the summit
that saw participation of
Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing, Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin and several
other leaders of the group-
ing.

It was convened by Bra-
zilian President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva to discuss
trade disruptions trig_gered

by U.S. policies on trade
and tariff. The U.S. slapped
50% tariffs on Brazilian ex-
ports like in the case of
India.

‘Balancing act’

Mr. Jaishankar’s participa-
tion at the summit in place
of Mr. Modi is seen as part
of New Delhi’s “balancing
act” with the Trump admi-

nistration increasingly get-
ting suspicious about the
BRICS.

In his remarks, Mr.
Jaishankar called for ur-
gent resolution to ongoing
conflicts, adding the Glo-
bal South has experienced
a deterioration in its food,
energy and fertilizer secur-
ity. However, the major fo-
cus of his speech was on
trade.

“The international trad-
ing system is based on the
foundational principles of
open, fair, transparent,
non-discriminatory, inclu-
sive, equitable and a rules-
based approach with spe-
cial and differential treat-
ment for developing
countries,” Mr. Jaishankar
said.

The Minister also said
that the “state of the world
today is a cause for ge-
nuine concern”.

World needs stable environment for trade and |
practices must be fair, transparent: Jaishankar

He listed devastating im-
pact of the Covid pandem-
ic, major conflicts in Uk-
raine and the Middle East
and volatility in trade and
investment flows as well as
extreme climate events as
some of the major chal-
lenges facing the globe in
the last few years.

“In the face of these
challenges, the multilateral
system appears to be fail-
ing the world. That so ma-
ny serious stresses are be-
ing left unaddressed is
understandably ~ having
consequences for the glo-
bal order itself,” he said.

“It is this cumulative
concern that BRICS is now
discussing,” he added.

The Minister argued
that the working of interna-
tional organisations in the
last few years has wit-
nessed “major shortfalls”
in many areas.

HiC gy HaH

Rrer IWaa wied: 3me! eRw FHifodl & $RU AUR FauE  (seid & Fafd iR 50% 2R

HRA & forg gH fIamg) |
2. SRieR i feuof:

o e Rl grERh, R-AeHTayu! SmuR HTs B ST farar|

o famraxia =i & fog smyfc sRaen & aeiau iR oY SUIR IR UehT=T STaT|
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o TS Ahcl & 1Y AR R COVID-19, Ioh1 ez, UFHH TRAT Tay, Sefarg e |
3. ORI Tae: YRd & Uied = R Iwieaq # 41T =78t foram, Saeia &t HifleRt YRd &1 Srauigad
He-iifd B il B, ST e & ufa ufdagar &1 gfY #=a gu 3mfReT & Ty Teelt &l Tgfera e 31

wfas ggyfar

. fod: 2009 # wifUa @elid, ¥4, URA, B R u c \"*
9, <féror srpieT; i, 3fmfoan, M, —
33l 3R Igad 3RE RTT ) T Current Members: New Members:
R F 1w 2024 F AR R )| K2 Breci = :;j:'t‘“"a
. AR ¥ R wolm (2024) _— S Ethiopie
"SEEISU" = Tdhal oRE, firw, shmifta, e — tran
gTF[, SU = ?IQBC - i \{"‘\ Saudi Arabia
-+ IR 3D A 7GR, Tgydtar @ ol Sy — i

SGIaT T, GIEUI-Gf&ur JegnT Bl Helgd
BT, R-[95T IR &) FGTa1 ST
. ofye IR fgia:
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nder the present regime, when a

myriad socio-economic and political

challenges confront the people of

India, developments in the “domestic
sphere” are often put on the back burner in
agendas of resistance. This allows those who are
in power to hijack the concept of “nari shakei”
and make claims of “women-led development™
even as they keep intact an entirely regressive
approach to women in the “domestic sphere”.
The latest example of this is a statement by the
Rashtriva Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief, in
August 2025, where he said that in order to
ensure the “survival of the civilization”, families
need to have at least three children - as though
women are reproduction machines with little or
no choice. It would have been more appropriate
for Mohan Bhagwat to have spoken about the
survival of families and, specifically, of women
within the home.

An inexplicable silence

An average of 7,000 women have died every vear,
from 2017 to 2022, in horrendous cases where
they are burnt - legally known as dowry deaths.
50, 35,000 women are dead - it is not only their
sindoor that has been wiped out; a woman’s life
has been terminated. The National Family Health
Survey-5 noted that 30% of the women surveyed
reported violence by an intimate partner but only
14% made a police complaint. A third of the over
4.45 lakh cases of registered crimes against
women are of domestic violence. But have you
heard even one word being spoken by even a
single RSS or Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader,
man or woman, against violence within the
home? These are the people who are loud and
clear in speaking against consensual
inter-community relationships — which they term
as love jihad - but never say a word about any
instance of violence within the home or within
the community as this would not fit in with the
majoritarian ideology based on the Manu Smriti
which they expound.

There has been little change since the days
when the manuvadi forefathers of those now in
power railed against B.R. Ambedkar for the
“demolition of Hindu ideology”, for his proposals
in the Hindu Reform Bills granting women the
right to divorce and abolishing caste as a
requirement for a valid marriage. Cultures that
pressurise women to stay in violent marriages, to
“adjust” because of the sacramental nature of
marriage”, that condone, through their silence,
so-called honour erimes in self-choice inter-caste
marriages are intrinsic to the ideological platform
of the Hindutva eco-system today. We can see this
in efforts to dilute laws against domestic violence
in the name of “misuse” and also the official
argument in the Supreme Court case opposing
the demand to criminalise marital rape as being
“against the institution of marriage” and “Indian
culture”,

Brinda Karat

is & senior leader
aof the CP1{M)

The policies of
the government
have an impact
on the
‘domestic
sphere” and
need to be
called out as
women in India
face gross
discrimination

Another aspect of the “domestic sphere” — the
work women do within and outside the home —
has been highlighted by the recent Time Use
survey (TUS) 2024. The percentage of men and
women in different activities has been calculated
using the average age of all those surveyed.
Taking the age group (15-59 vears) of all the
women surveyed, 25% were in “employment and
related activities™ working an average of five
hours. The percentage of women working in
family enterprises was 23%; women in this
category put in a little less than two hours of
work. The work done in these two categories is
recognised to be economically productive and is
included in the System of National Accounts
(SNA). The corresponding data for men are an
average of 75% men in the first category, working
on an average of eight hours a day. In family
enterprises, 4% of men work for an average of
two hours a day. That is the end of the work day
for the majority of men.

Women and the burden of work

The TUS lists two other work-related categories
unpaid domestic services (cooking, cleaning,
washing) and unpaid caregiving services. Here,
93% of all women put in an average of seven
hours a day in the first category and 41% of
women put in two and a half hours in unpaid
domestic care. The corresponding figure for men
is that 70% of men do not do any domestic work.
The 30%% who do domestic work, put in less than
one and a half hours a day. In the unpaid
caregiving category, 79% of men do no “unpaid
caregiving” while the 21% who do, put in an
average of an hour and 14 minutes a day. If one
takes the average for all men, one has this data: in
the “domestic sphere” men do 26 minutes of
domestic work in a day and less than 16 minutes
of unpaid care giving.

The TUS has other categories but taking them
all together, the conclusion is that the total
working hours put in by women are more than
men, and that women spend less time in eating,
sleeping, and leisure than men. These are the
basics. Further analysis will show the division of
work in different income groups, especially for
Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Caste men and
women. Such a study would reveal the class and
caste differences in the use of time, with women
of the labouring classes shouldering a
disproportionately higher share of work than
men.

One has to look at the utter hypocrisy of the
Narendra Modi government in its presentation of
the survey findings. Months before the full report
was published, the official government agency,
the Press Information Bureau, in its press release
dated February 25, 2025 (with a summary of the
survey) headlined it as: “More acknowledgement
of care-giving activities regardless of gender in
Indian families”. Further, the inequalities in time
use were sought to be glorified with the line,

The domestic sphere’ in a new India

“...This corroborates the Indian social fabric
wherein most of the care-giving responsibilities
for household members are borne by the females
of the household.” As far as the official viewpoint
of the BIP government is concerned, that men
give any time at all for care-giving, even if it is for
an average of just 15 minutes, shows the greatness
of the “Indian family”, and that women do three
times the work in domestic and care-giving as
men is something to be proud of — i.e., the Indian
social fabric.

In an extension of this approach to public
policy, the millions of women who take on the
responsibility of child-care services in anganwadi,
mid-day meal services and as Accredited Social
Health Activists {ASHA), are considered to be
“social volunteers” and not workers. They are
given a measly amount as an honorarium and not
as a minimum wage. Finally, they are not
recognised as government employees. Thus, what
is considered to be a “natural” task for women in
the domestic sphere gets translated into low-wage
work in care services in the public sphere.

A gross undervaluation

Such an approach suits the capitalist too. The
State Bank of India, in a survey in 2023, showed
that if unpaid work done by women was
monetised it would amount to over 7% of the
country’s GDP or ¥22.5 lakh crore a year. It also
points to the undervaluation of the essential role
played by a woman's unpaid domestic work in
the social reproduction of labour. Her work is not
considered when a minimum wage is fixed.
Typically, such a wage covers the bare
subsistence needs of a worker and family, to keep
him healthy enough to work the next day too.
This “subsistence * level is actually subsidised by
the woman's unaceounted for and invisibilised
domestic and care-giving work, The invisible
component of a woman’s domestic work is what
keeps the cost of subsistence and wages low.
Thus, the struggle for a fair minimum wage has a
direct relation to recognition of the invisible work
that women do.

The paolicies of the government have a direct
impact on the “domestic sphere” and need to be
called out. The alternative lies in: first, cultural,
social and policy interventions to prevent and
eliminate violence against women within families;
second, the equal right to work of men and
women as primary workers with equal wages;
third, the provision of easily accessible universal
facilities for the care of children and the aged
provided by the state; fourth, the provision of
quality health care and education facilities; fifth,
the promotion of cultures which encourage the
sharing of domestic responsibility between men
and women as opposed to the “social fabric”
argument of the right-wing forces, and finally,
justice to all scheme workers in child care and
health services for minimum wages and benefits
as government employees,
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DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

ata from a recent govern-
l) ment survey suggests that

the cost of private kinder-
garten education in India is dispro-
portionately high. Two sets of data
from the Comprehensive Modular
Survey: Education 2025 point to
this conclusion.

First, the cost gap between priv-
ate and government schools is wid-
est at the pre-primary level — over
20 times — while it narrows consid-
erably at higher levels. Second,
within the private system itself, ex-
penditures rise only marginally
across successive levels of school-
ing, in contrast to government
schools where costs increase near-
ly nine-fold, suggesting that a large
share of private schooling expens-
es are front-loaded at the entry
stage.

The data includes only those
students who reported a non-zero
school-related expenditure (la-
belled as ‘reported’ students). Al-
s0, private schools refer to private
unaided schools. The survey was
conducted in April-June 2025.

Chart 1 shows the average
school expenditure per ‘reported’
student (in ?) during the 2025 aca-
demic year in rural India. Private
kindergarten education  costs
317,988 per year on average - near-
ly 22 times higher than in govern-
ment pre-primary schools (k823).
The private-government school
cost gap narrows at higher levels of
schooling.

In rural areas, at the primary le-
vel, private school education costs
about 11 times more than govern-
ment schools; in middle school,
9.5 times; in secondary, 6 times;
and in higher secondary, 4.5
times.

Chart 2 shows the average
school expenditure per ‘reported’
student in urban India. Private kin-
dergarten education costs 26,188

B¢ ABIH FNIgCH

per xear on av('raic |1carli< 16 | front Inadinﬁol’cm S.

times higher than in government
pre-primary schools (31,630). In
urban areas too, the private-go-
vernment school cost gap narrows
at higher levels of schooling. In ur-
ban areas, at the primary level,
private school education costs
about 11 times more than govern-
ment schools; in middle school, 10
times; in secondary, 8 times; and
in higher secondary, 6 times.

State-wise data reveal even wid-
er gaps at the pre-primary level. In
urban Karnataka, private kinder-
garten education costs 349,271 per
year on average — nearly 72 times
higher than in government schools
(¥688). This is the highest multiple
among all States in urban areas.
The gap is 40 times in Odisha, and
over 35 times in Rajasthan, Maha-
rashtra, and Gujarat. In rural
areas, the gap was highest in
Chhattisgarh (over 100 times), fol-
lowed by Andhra Pradesh and Ta-
mil Nadu (over 40 times each), and
Gujarat and Karnataka (over 35
times). Notably, Gujarat and Kar-
nataka appear in both the rural
and urban lists (Chart 3).

The figures presented till now il-
lustrate what was noted before —
that the private-government
school cost gap is widest at the pre-
primary level.

Average school expenditure per
‘reported’ student between pre-
primary and higher secondary le-
vels in India is compared in Chart
4. In government schools, costs
rose from ¥823 per year at the kin-
dergarten level to 7,308 in higher
secondary in rural areas — a nearly
nine-fold increase. In urban go-
vernment schools, the rise was
more modest, at about 4.7 times.
In contrast, in private schools,
costs increased from 17,988 per
year at the kindergarten level to

3,567 in higher secondary in ru-
ral areas — less than a two-fold rise.
The increase was similarly under
two times in urban areas in private
schools.

The figures in Chart 4 show
that cost incre: cross levels are
marginal, suggesting a possible

Private kindergarten costs are disproportionately high

Expenditure gap between private and government schools across levels hints at possible overpricing

Front-loading school fees

The data for the charts were sourced from the Comprehensive Modular Survey: Education 2025, released by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation

Chart 1: Average school expenditure () per reported
student {figures above bars) by level of education in rura
areas. Figures in bold are multiples

B Government WMl Private 33,567

24,513

Pre Primary  Middle  Secondary Higher

primary secondary

Chart 3: States with the widest private-government school
cost gap at the pre-primary level. Figures are multiples
N urban I Rural

Karnataka |
odisha I
Rajasthan [
Maharashtra

Gujarat

Andhra Pradesh _ 49.1

Tamii Nadu [N <5
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kamataka [ 35
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Chart 2: Average school expenditure () per reported student
(figures above bars) by level of education in urban areas.

Figures in bold are multiples
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37,845
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Chart 4: The difference in average expenditure per reported
student en pre-primary and higher secondary levels

B Government WM Private Figures are multiples

Rural Urban
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Iran and India, ancient civilisations and new horizons

he world is undergoing a profound

change. Many call this a “time of

transition,” while others label it as a
“crisis of the Western-led international order.”.
What is clear is that the global system, long
dominated by western powers, especially the
United States, now faces serious challenges.

‘We see blatant violations of international law,
the unchecked use of force, trade wars, a
disregard for global institutions, manipulation of
the media, and irreversible destruction of the
environment. These are not isolated incidents but
signs of a deeper crisis. The West, led by the U.S.,
no longer holds the same ability to dictate its own
will as it once did. Its classic toolkit of dominance
— the global financial system, monopoly over
science and technology, imposition of so-called
human rights standards, and control of global
media is losing its effectiveness.

The Global South is on a new path

Nations are awakening. Countries, particularly in
the Global South, refuse to remain under
domination and discrimination. By relying on
local models, developing indigenous science and
technology, and strengthening their defence and
security, they have begun a new path.

In this historic transformation, ancient
civilisations hold a unique role. Iran and India,
two of the world’s oldest and richest civilisations,
have, for centuries, shaped global culture. Both
civilisations valued peace and avoided war,
fighting only in defence against aggression. Even
when defeated militarily, their cultural influence
was so profound that they reshaped the
conquerors, imparting their knowledge of
statecraft, governance, literature, philosophy, and
art and architecture to them.

After the arrival of Islam, Tran’s civilisational
values continued in a new form, while India —
recognised as the oldest continuous civilization —
was further enriched by Islamic influence. Shared
ancient values have endured across centuries: the
view of life as a gift, the belief in the ultimate
triumph of good over evil, respect for diversity,
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the pursuit of inner purification, and the
commitment to spiritual growth.

Modern history shows the same resilience.
India, through its anti-colonial struggle and
leadership of the Non-Aligned Movement,
defended the rights of the Global South. Iran, by
nationalising its oil industry and through the
Islamic Revolution, resisted western domination.
Together, both nations embody values that are
urgently needed today: peace, spirituality and
respect for nature — values that can guide
humanity in facing structural violence,
environmental crises and social collapse.

Of course, this independence has come at a
price. For decades, Iran has endured economic
terrorism, cognitive warfare and relentless
external interference, yet, it has never yielded.
India, too, has faced unjustified pressures and
hostile measures. But neither nation has
sacrificed its identity or independence to the
ambitions of dominant powers.

Now is the time for ancient civilisations such as
Iran and India to chart a new course for the
Global South. By strengthening South-South
cooperation, playing an active role in frameworks
such as BRICS, upholding human and moral
principles, and advancing transformative projects
such as the International North-South Transport
Corridor (INSTC), India and Iran can together
build the foundations of a just and humane order.

The Palestine issue

At the heart of this order lies the struggle for
Palestine — the foremost concern of the Global
South. Nowhere else is the hypocrisy, the
supremacism and the brutality of the West more
evident. The Palestinian people, standing on the
front lines against occupation and expansionism,
are in fact fighting for the right of all Global South
nations to resist domination. In the same way,
Iran’s defence of its right to peaceful nuclear
energy is also a defence of the South’s right to
development. At the same time, Iran becomes a
stronghold for international law, diplomacy and
dialogue against those who claim to uphold

human rights and democracy, yet constantly
violate law and order.

Multilateral organisations such as BRICS hold
great potential to challenge the economic
dominance of the West. At a time when economic
sanctions and trade wars are being used to
impede development and prevent
de-dollarisation, BRICS offers the promise of an
independent, participatory and democratic
future. Likewise, the INSTC corridor is more than
an economic route. It is a civilisational bridge,
linking Eurasia, the Caucasus, India and Africa,
while bringing stability to West Asia.

The U.S.’s interventions

In West Asia, the U.S. and its allies have
consistently sought to prevent the emergence of
indigenous regional security by supporting the
Zionist regime and fuelling instability in
Palestine, Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, Yemen and Iran.
Iran, as the region’s oldest civilisation, has firmly
opposed such interventions and stands firmly
against threatening the territorial integrity of the
sovereign countries of the West Asia region.

In South Asia as well, the U.S. has played a
major role in creating and expanding terrorist
groups. Whenever it has served its interests,
Washington has intervened under the pretext of
fighting terrorism. And whenever it has suited its
agenda, it has even handed power back to those
Very terrorist groups.

Today, we stand at a turning point in history.
The world is changing. Emerging powers and
ancient civilisations are redefining their roles.
Iran and India, through civilisational wisdom,
strategic independence and constructive
partnership, can offer the world a new model: an
order that is rooted in justice, common interests
and respect for human dignity.

This is an order based not on domination, but
on participation; not on superiority, but equality.
It is a future where nations are not tools of the
powerful, but builders of their own destiny. And
who better than ancient civilisations such as Iran
and India to lead humanity toward such a future?
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